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All the ſincere Lovers of Truth, Righteouſ: | 

| neſs, and undefiled Religion (of whatſo- 

Y ever Denomination amongſt Chriſtians) . 

into whoſe Hands the following Oxsxk- 
var foxs may fall, whether in New- 


ENGLAND or elſewhere, they are, with 


due Reſpect and Humility, INSCRIBED 
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; whoread , controverſy, merely from a wrang- 
ling diſpoſition ; without any regard to truth, right, 
or the importance of the matters conteſted, Thar 


this is a turn of mind unbecoming a Chriſtian, and 


even a man, needs not be ſaid. Others have an 
utter diſlike to all diſputes relative to the ſubject of 
religion, becauſe they are Sceptics; thinking there 


is nothing of this kind worth diſputing about. Only 


thus far they are fully perſuaded, that it is a pity 
the world ſhould be Giſturbed, by ſuch trifling de- 
bates, in the peaceable purſuit of pleaſure, or of 


ſolid gain; very gravely condemning all diſputants 
as quarrelſome people that would ſet the world in a 
flame, and making no ſmall merit of their own in- 


difference to all religion in general. A third fort 


are thoſe good men, who ſincerely love and practiſe | 
religion themſelves; but yer are ſuch great lovers 


of peace, of ſuch a timid make, and ſo apprehen- 


| five of the bad effects of contention, that they think 
it beſt never to enter into debates on religion, or 


any thing relative to it, on any occaſion ; and con- 


demn thoſe who do fo, as at beſt imprudent, ill⸗ 


adviſed perſons, 
But, ſurely there may be juſt and ſufficient cauſe 
for Md uidg if religion itſelf is of any great im- 
2 We are enjoined to contend earneſtly 


tor the faith: Nor are even the means, modes, and 


A 3 eircumſtantials 


Th HERE are ome men who write, and others 
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. 0 IntroduZion. 
circumſtantials of religion, wholly unworthy in all 


OY f 


caſes to be the ſubject of controverſy. The epiſtles 
of the apoſtle Paul, who would not have the Gen- 
tiles troubled about circumciſion, or other Jewiſh 
ritesz and exhorted them to ſtand faſt in their L1- 


BERTY, inſtead of ſubmitting to any yoke of Bo 


DAR, ſufficiently evince this. And if the good, 
peaceable gentlemen who were mentioned above, 
are left to exerciſe their own liberty and diſcretion, 
either to read or not read diſputes z one would 
think, they ſhould allow others the like liberty and 


diſcretion as to writing: No one will compel them 
to read, contrary to their inclination—— | 


The author of the following pages ſuppoſes the 


ſubject of them to be of real importance, not only 


to the general intereſt of religion in Au RICA, but 
particularly in New-EncLand. In which reſpe& 


he is very far from being ſingular in his opinion. 
' Indeed, none beſides thoſe who think that our Fore- 
fathers ſeparated from the Church of EN CGCLA 
_ without juſt grounds; and that the differences ſub- 
ſiſting betwixt the people of that communion and 
ours, are quite immaterial, can ſuppoſe this a need- 
- Jeſs controverſy. The proſperity, if not the very 
being, of our Nzw-ExncLanD Churches is eſſen- 
tially concerned in it; as may appear in the ſequel. 


An evident occaſion was lately given for ſome 


perſon or other amongſt us to write upon it, by a 
no on the other ſide of the Queſtion, who 
has attempted, as he thought proper to expreſs him- 
ſelf, © to determine it once for all, by authentic 

» vouchers.“ The author of the enſuing. pages 


been ſincerely glad if ſome perſon of greater abi- 


lities and more-Kiſure. would have ſaved him 


this trouble. But ſome. of his friends, perhaps 


partial in his favour, expreſſed a deſire that he 
would take ſo fair an opportunity to communicate 


ſome 


4 af * 4 ” - 
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ſome of his thoughts to the public, on the point 
in queſtion. In a word, his averſion to controverſy 


has, on this occaſion, given way to his regard to 
truth and juſtice, backed in this manner. wy 
Though he really believes the conſtitution, wor- 
ſhip and diſcipline of the Church of Ex LAND 
much leſs agreeable to the word of GOD than our 
on; yet he has an high veneration for many per- 
ſons of that communion, as perſons of great learn- 
Ing and wiſdom, candor and piety, He therefore 
requeſts that nothing which here follows, may be 


_ conſidered as a general reflection upon the people 
of that perſuaſion. He is alſo ſenſible that the So- 

 cexxTy, Sc. are a very reſpectable Bopy, and to 
be treated with all the regard that is conſiſtent with 
truth and juſtice, But he cannot think, an impli- 
cit faith is to be placed in any Bop of uninſpired 


men, however great or good ; or that there is any 
indecency in examining into ſome of the Conduct 
of the ſaid SocteTyY, and comparing it with their 
CARTER; that ſo, if there is any real inconſiſt- 


ency betwixt them, it may appear. This he takes 
to be the undoubted right of every Bz1TisH ſub- 
ject, as well as his own. But though he propoſes 
to lay ſome of his ſentiments on this ſubject before 


the world, in ſimplicity and with freedom; yet he 


declares, it is by no means his intention to charge 


that venerable Bopy with any wilfu!, kn5wn miſ- 


conduct, or improper application of monies: And 
therefore he requeſts the candor of his readers, that _ 


no advantage may be taken of any incautious ex- 


_ preſſion that may-eſcape him in the purſuit of his 
argument, even though it ſhould at firſt view have 
the appearance of ſuch an accuſation ; for it is not 


ts Ak 


If his obſervations are futile in themſelves, or if 


there is any indecency in the manner of his propo- 


ſing them, as he hopes there is not, the diſhonour 


A4 will 


— p 2 — — — 9 > STS . ; 
8 1 e * LEY 33 . ST — — 1 — > 2 2 — 
1 - ec * — e — — — 8 Ab ox SIRE —— — — — — Re; 6 3 Bs. oo” BE : "= 4 a — — 7” 1 | 2 4 0 A = — CR. 1 8 — _ 
— * . - 4 = m 3 / 4a ft ES x: — 2 — 4 = 8 >; — 2 ot — —— 3 1 = 5 - 
* > . 3 2 FS = - 5s >: vas" 2 5 — 2 — — tnx” — 3 _ 
N 92 - = — mY - bas * - $ > = — — — 2 == 2x — = —= == . - S 
rc . — — — f,... ... "a 1 
x i — a yer dit — — * — . . D 
5D. * * 8 1 T — © - C4 =” 


— — — 
1 n 


8 The Introduction. 


will be to himſelf: And he even wiſhes jothers to 
judge with the ſame freedom. zac AY that | 
he intends to write. 

The reverend Mr. Noa: H 0B aur of e 
in a book entitled A ſecond Adarefs 40 the Members of 
the EeiscoPaL SEPARATION IN New-ExcLanp*, / 
entered into this argument concerning the Society's 
conduct; which he handled in a manner becoming 
both a truly Chriſtian Biſhop and a Pairiot; and de- 
ſerves the thanks of his country, as well as the bigh 
eſteem of his flock. His book has been of ſervice 
to me; and wherever 1 make uſe of it in the fol- 

lowing ſheets, proper acknowledgments are made. 
In ſhort, Mr. HoßaR T wrote fo ſolidly and judi- 
ciouſly upon this ſubject, that it would hardly have 
been needful to ſay any thing farther upon it at this 
time, except in conformity to that maxim, That 
every thing newly publiſned on a controverted: point, 
muſt be anſwered ;—unleſs it is either convincing 
and ſatisfactory to the knowing, or ſo mean and 
trifliog, that even the ignorant are in no danger of 
being impoſed upon thereby. Probably there are 

not many, who know any thing of the matter, that 

think the former the true character of Mr. Ap- 
 'THORP's Confiderations, &c. And if I ſuppoſed 

they deſerved the latter, I ſhould think my time ill 
employed in endeavouring to prevent their having 
that effe#. They ſeem to me to hold ſuch a me- 
dium betwixt evidence to the wiſe, and glaring ab- 
ſurdity to the fooliſh, as to render ſome ſtrictures { 
upon them very expedient. 

This Gentleman's diſcretion is, at atleaſt j in one re- 
ſpect, very conſpicuous; perhaps in many. Ha- 
ving taken the defence of the Socix ry upon bim- 
ſelf in quality of an advocate, the validity of his 
plea is then humbly ſubmitted to his venerable 
 CLizyrs, in e a Jopers. Cb 
a are 
2 Publiſhed 1751. 
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are inſcribed to the SocttTyY, © in appeal to their 
« JUDGMENT and DEC1SION,” And can it be ſup- 
poſed that ſo ingenious an advocate as Mr. Ap- 
THORP will loſe a cauſe, wherein he is fo happy as 
to have the ſame honourable and venerable perſon- 
ages both for CLIEx Ts and Jupces ? eſpecially 
if he has them for his wiTNEssEs too; as will ap- 
pear in due time and place to be his peculiar felicity. 
I ſhould, however, have followed him to the SAME 


TRIBUNAL to which he has appealed, had I not 


feared it might be thought a piece of rudeneſs, or 
kind of inſult, to inſcribe to ſo venerable a Bony 
thoſe Obſervations, the profeſſed deſign of which is, 
to ſhew that they have, in ſome reſpects, counter- 


ated and defeated the truly noble ends of their 1n- 


- $TITUTION, however contrary to their intention. 
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SECTION I. 
The QuesTiON Rated. 


— HE author of the following pages deſires 


tive to the charter, SOCIETY, and their 
miſſionaries, clearly underſtood in the firſt place, He 
apprehends there is no ground for controverſy as to 
religious liberty, or the natural and legal right 


which proteſtants of all denominations have, in any 
part of his Majeſty's dominions, to worſhip God 
in their own way reſpectively, without moleſtation. 


Nor is the queſtion, whether any perſon or pe. 


ſons in Great-Britain have a right, conſidered in 


their private capacity, if they think it expedient, 


to encourage and propagate epiſcopacy in America, 


by tranſmitting money to build churches here, to 


ſupport miſſions and ſchools, or the like. What- 
ever our ſentiments may be about the church of 
England, we are not ſo vain as to aſſume a right of 


dictating to them the manner in which they ſhall, 
or 


to have what he diſputes about, rela- 


- 
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12 Obſervations on the Charter and 
or ſhall not beſtow their charity; or in any ſort to 
controùul them herein. This is ſaid with reference 
to people in England, conſidered in their private 
capacity, as was intimated before. 
Again: The queſtion is not, whether that very 
reſpectable Body corporate, he Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel in foreign parts, are to judge 
for themſelves in what particular places, and un- 
der what circumſtances, their charity is to be em- 
ployed, conformable to the true defign of their 
charter. They muſt, in the nature of the thing, 
judge for themſelves in this reſpect, if they act 
with integrity, according to the nature of the truſt 


repoſed in them; which is not diſputed. Though 


as this is a matter of public concernment, in which 
the civil as well as religious intereſt of the King's 
ſubjects in America is nearly concerned; other 
people have a right to give their opinion about the 
manner in which that charitable fund is employed; 
whether agreeably to the intent of the charter, or 
not; and even publicly to remonſtrate againſt any 
miſapplications of it, whether through miſ-infor- 
mation, or any other ſuppoſeable means, in order 
to a reformation of ſuch abuſes, if real. More- 
. öCͤĩè«ł 
There 1s no diſpute, but that the venerable So - 
ciety have a right to plant churches, to ſupport 
miſſions and ſchools, &c. in many of the Britiſh 
American colonies; or whether this is in confor- 


mity to the intent of their charter. No one that 
has ever read it, can poſlibly make a doubt of this; 


or imagine that the Society's care and charity ought 
to be confined to the heathen ſlaves in, or the ſa- 
vages bordering on, the plantations. , — 
But then it is ſuppoſed by many perſons, that 
there are ſome of theſe American colonies, whoſe 
Teligious ſtate is ſuch, as renders them improper 
objects of this charity; and conſequently, that 
EET Taps whatever 


/ 
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whatever has been done by the Society in ſupporting 


epiſcopal miſſions in them, is a mifapplication of 


that part of their fund, which has been employed 
it: this way ; to the negled,, prejudice and injury of 


other colonies, the Negroes and Indians, who were 
unqueftionably- proper objects of their charity. 


This, therefore, is the main queſtion now pro- 
poſed for a free and candid diſcuſſion ; Whether the 
planting epiſcopal churches, ſupporting miſſions 
and fchools, c. in certain parts of America, par- 
ticularly in New-England, in the manner, and un- 
der the circumſtances in which this has been, and 
ſill is done by the Society, is conformable to the 


true defign of their inſtitution, according to their 


charter; of a deviation therefrom, and conſequent- 


ly a miſapplication of their fund? d 


This is à queſtion of no ſmall importance: And | 


* 


it can be determined only by comparing the man- 


ner and citcumſtances in which the Society have 


planted churches, ſupported miffions, Sc. in theſe 


parts, with their charter itfelf, And all who are 


czpable of underſtanding the charter, which is very 


plain, and who are apprized of the facts and cir- 
cumſtances aforeſaid, may be deemed competent 


judges of the merits of this cauſe. 
| That part of the charter which explains the de- 


ſign of the inſtitution, will be produced in the next 

ſection. In the mean time it may be obſerved, that 
the ingenious Mr. Apthorp has propoſed a certain 
queſtion for diſcuſſion, or rather to be © determined 


once for all,“ which was probably never thought 


of before; and is indeed hardly intelligible. It is 


this. Whether the Society conform to the de- 
* ſign of their incorporation, by maintaining epiſ- 
* copal churches in the /e:zled towns and villages of 
North-America: or whether they have not miſ- 
% applied a fund originally limited jo the converſion 


1 of 


14 Obſervations on the Charter and 
« of the heathens.*” This he ſpeaks of as a very 
intereſting queſtion to © the Miſſionaries and their 
„ congregations.” Poſſibly it may be ſo. But 
what does the gentleman mean by the /etiled towns 
aud villages of North-America ? Is this deſigned in 


_ oppoſition to unſettled, or uninhabited towns and 
_ villages here? I know of none ſuch : But if there 


were any, who ever ſuppoſed that it was expected 


the Society ſhould maintain epiſcopal churches in ſuch, 


but not in the inhabited towns and villages ? It were 


hard indeed, to confine the pious labours of the 
miſſionaries to places without inhabitants ! 


| EC. 
pecially while there are ſo many ſettled towns and 


| villages in North America, Indian as well as Eng- 
liſh, where they might be uſeful. But by the diſ- 
Junction which he makes, it ſeems as if by /eztled 
towns, Sc. he meant places inhabited by Engliſh. 


ſubjects and profeſſed Chriſtians ; for the Society's 


employing their charitable fund in order to the 


converſion of the heatbens, is the other part of the 


_ disjun&tion 3 and fo ſtands in direct oppoſition to 


maintaining epiſcopal churches in the ſettled towns and 
villages here. But if this is what he means by ſettled 
towns, Sc. the queſtion ſeems at beſt very vague 


and indeterminate: For ſome of theſe towns and 
villages have all along had miniſters of other pro- 
teſtant communions in them; others have not. 
And it was proper, one would think, that the gen- 


tleman ſhould have let us know which of theſe he 


intended. If he meant the latter only; and in- 


tended that the ſociety rightly applied their fund in 
maintaining epiſcopal churches in them, as well as 


in the converſion of the heathen, it is allowed; 
there is no controverſy as to this. But if he meant 


the former alſo ; and that the Society rightly apply. 
 ® Conſiderations on the. Inflitution and Conduct of the Society, 
OS) their 
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their fund in maintaining epiſcopal churches in 
places where other proteſtant churches were before 
ſettled, and the adminiſtration of God's word and 
ordinances provided for, then indeed he oppoſes 
us. But, on any ſuppoſition, his disjunction is ex- 
tremely lame and imperfect. And how interęſting 
ſoever his queſtion may be to the Miſſonaries and 
their congregations; yet, as he has ſtated it, the 
eſtabliſbed miniſters and churches of New- England 


will not probably think themſelves much concerned 
in it. For if the queſtion is determined only in 


the ſame looſe, vague manner in which it is pro- 
poſed, it can do little good or hurt to any cauſe, 


even though it ſhould b thus determined once for 


SECTION n. 


Part of the C harter, with Obſervations upon it, 
r the true defign of the Society's inſtituion. 


HE firſt thing requiſite i in order to a right 
ſtitution or not, is to ſhew what that deſign was. 


13th of his reign, anno 1701. The preamble of 
which clearly expreſſes that deſign, if conſidered 


neceſſary to a right underſtanding of its delign, a are 
printed in a different character. 


determination of the queſtion, Whether the 
Society have deviated from the deſign of their in- 


And to this end an appeal muſt be made to their 
charter, granted by King WILLIAM III. in the 


all together. The whole preamble is therefore 
here ſubjoined, without the omiſſion or addition of 
a ſingle word; only ſuch clauſes as are eſpecially 


«WILLIAM 
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< fd maintenance for ſuch, mamy of dur lving 
fin of Gods 


e“ word and Heraments;” and ſeem to be àabandon- 


<«< ed to atheiſm and infidelity; and alſo for want of 
* learned and orthodox miniſters to inſtruct our ſaid 
« toving ſubjects in the principles of FRUE RELI- 
„ c10N, divers Romiſb prieſts and Jeſuits are the 
more encaũiaged tb/pervert and draw over our 


* ſaid loving ſubjets to Papi aber, and _ 
« * late. 1 Wade tri 
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66 « much as in us lies, 2 promote the glory of God, 


4 by the inſtruction of Gr people in the Eik 18. 
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** clergy te live amongſt them, and that ſtick other 


* 7 agen be made, as may 'be neceffar 5 the 
propaguliun df "the Gower: in thoſe parts, 
« III And Whereas" we have been well OURS 


2 that i we would be graciouſſy pleafed to dice 
* and ſertle a corporation for the rect 
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4 IV. Know ye therefore, that we have, for the 

1 e aon aforeſaid, and for the better and 
* more orderly carrying on of the ſaid charitable 
5 * ce” 7 boy 


The following obſervations are ſubmitted to the 


candid reader's judgment. 

I:. Nothing is to be ſuppoſed the object, or any 
part of the object, of this charitable and royal inſti- 
tution, but What plainly appears to be really ſo, 

from the very words of the charter. Even though 
it were certain that thoſe perſons to whom it was 

granted, had, at the very time, ſome farther views 


and ends in obtaining | it, beſides thoſe which are 
expreſſed, or plainly implied ; yet the words of the 


charter itſelf muſt determine and limit the ſenſe of 
the royal Grantor, and conſequently the legal power 
_ conferred on the noble and reverend Grantees, the 
Society. It was only for thoſe purpoſes that are 
particularly expreſſed, not any private or ſecret 


ones, which they might poſſibly have had in their 


own minds, that they were incorporated. 
2. It appears that the Britiſh plantations, Cc. 
were really the primary, more immediate object of 


this inſtitution : or the King's ſubjects. In which 


term, ſubjects, may be comprehended the faves in 
the plantations, who are the moſt inferior ſubjects. 
But it alſo appears that the grand, ultimate deſign 
of the inſtitution was, the propagation of the 85. 


SPEL in thoſe parts; which neceſſarily includes the 
deſign of chriſtianiſing the Indians bordering on 


15 colonies, as a principal part of the ent de- 
ſign. 
1 This charitable foundation was not intended 
far all the plantations, colonies and factories indiſcri- 
minately ; but for ſuch of them only as really ſtood 
in great need of relief and help in this way, and 
whoſe denon ſtate correſponded to the deſcription 


n 


18 Obſervations on the Charter and 
in the charter. This diſtinction betwixt the colo- 
nies, Cc. is clearly ſuppoſed in the charter itſelf, 
by the manner of expreſſion uſed; particularly thoſe 
words, Whereas——wary of our plantations ;** 
and“ many others of our ſaid plantations.” 
Had ic been ſaid, the reſt of them, or all others, 
it would have materially altered the caſe. And it 
is at leaſt probable, that ſome ſuch expreſſion 
would have been uſed, had it not been taken for 
granted, that /ome of theſe plantations were in a 
quite different ſtate with reference to religion. 

This charity muſt needs have been intentionally 
limited to thoſe plantations, &c. which were, or 
ſhould be, in the ſtate repreſented in the charter; 
in ſuch ſort, that the Society had no warrant to ex- 
tend it to any others, if others there were, whoſe 
religious ſtate was materially and eſſentially diffe- 
rent. I} Py 

4. Even amongſt thoſe plantations, Sc. which 
were truly the objects of this charity, there is ſome 
difference; for they are differently deſcribed ; and 
come under two diſtinct heads in the charter, vix. 
Firſt, Thoſe in which the proviſion for mini- 

I ſters is very mean: which are paſſed over with 
this curſory mention, as not being the plantations 
whoſe relief was principally intended. [And this, 
by the way, naturally implies that ſome of the 

_ Plantations, Sc. were at that time ſupplied with 
ſuch miniſters as are deſigned in the charter, © learn- 
e ed and orthodox ones: For there is no com- 
plaint againſt theſe miniſters hemſelves, but only 
againſt the meanneſs of their ſupport] 
Secondly, Such plantations as are wholly deſti- | 
c tute, and unprovided,” Sc. And theſe being the 

places more eſpecially regarded in the charter, their 
deplorable and pitiable ſtate is enlarged upon: 
They are repreſented as wholly deſtitute cf the 

&« public worſbip of God; wanting the ad- 

D 85 « miniſtration 
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Conduct of the Society, Sc. 19 
© miniſtration of God's word and ſacraments ;“ 
9 ſeeming to be abandoned to atheiſm and infidelity”? 
and in danger of being perverted to“ Po- 
« Piſb ſuperFition and idolatry. Gad ſtate indeed! 
but one degree better than that of pagan barbarity. 
And who that reads this firſt paragraph of the 

charter, can poſſibly doubt, but that the relief of 
theſe places was pringipally deſigned, not only in 
diſtinction from thoſe plantations where a tolerable 
proviſion was already made for miniſters, and the 
ſupport of God's public worſhip, bur alſo in diſ- 
tinction from thoſe where the proviſion was © very. 
«© mean?” 
95. It is evident that, by 2 miniſters,” or, as they 
are afterwards called, learned and orthodox mi- 
* niſters, and * an orthodox clergy,” were not 
Intended miniſters of any one denomination amongſt 
proteſtants, excluſively of others. For this it may 
ſuffice at preſent to aſſign only three reaſons: 
There will be occaſion to reſume the conſideration 
of this point hereafter, when many others will be 
given. Firg, Ortbadax minigters, in the charter, 
ſtand in direct oppoſition to Romiſh pries and je- 
ſuits; For it is ſaid, that for want of the former, 
the latter were the more encouraged to pervers the 
King's ſubjects. Secondly, It is not ſaid, that for 
want of ſuch miniſters to inſtruct the people! in the 
peculiar doctrines, diſcipline and worſhip of the 
church of England, or any other eee pro- 
teſtant church, the Romiſh prieſts were thus encou- 
raged; but for want of ſuch to inſtruct them in 
the principles of true religion” in general; or, 
as it is afterwards expreſſed, in ** the chriſtian re- 
_< ligion.” There is not the moſt remote hint in 
the charter, at any controverſies ſubſiſting amongſt 
Proteſtants; but only at thoſe which ſublilted be- 
twixt them and Roman-catholics. The evils pro- 
"Rus to be. remedied, or guarded againſt by this 
2241 B 2 inſtitution, 


inſtitution, are, thoſe of atheiſm, "infidelity and po. 
4 Pery; not the errors, whether real or ſuppoſed, of 
an proteſtants out of the communion of the. church 
of England. It could not even be known from 
the charter, that there were any diſſentions amongſt. 
proteſtants; ſo general, generous and catholic is 
the language of it; and ſo far is it from counte- 
nancing any party-deſign. Thirdly, King William 
himſelf was bred up in the Calviniſtic principles and 
difcipline, quite oppoſite in ſome reſpects to the 
_ epiſcopal]; and is generally ſuppoſed to have retained 
a regard for the principles of his education all along; 
though as King of England, and Head of that 
church, there was a neceſſity of his externally con- 
forming to its rites and diſcipline, Can it be rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſed then, that in this charter, by r- 
thodox miniſters, he intended thoſe of the Engliſh 
church, indiſtinction from thoſe of all other churches 
in the world; and conſequently to brand all the reſt 
as beterodox ! For this will neceſſarily be the conſe- 
quence; orthodoxy being always and only oppoſed 
to heterodoxy or hereſy, To ſuppoſe that that noble- 
ſpirited Prince had any ſuch intention, is quite un- 
natural: And to ſay that the Grantees underſtood 
the term orthodox in this narrow, excluſive ſenfe, 
is to reflect upon their underſtandings as well as 
JJ. YE 
From the foregoing obſervations it appears, that 
none of thoſe plantations, Sc. if any ſuch there 
were, in which a tolerable proviſion was made for 
miniſters, though not of the church of England, 
to adminiſter God's word and ſacraments,” and 
to inſtruct the people in the © principles of true 
« religion,” or the chriſtian religion” ——and 
fo, to guard them againft atheiſm and infidelity” 
on one hand, and © Popiſh fuperſtition and idola- 
< try** on the other, were in any ſort the intended 
objects of this charity. And therefore 
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That if the Society have applied any part of 
their fund to ſupport and encourage the peculiari- 
ties of epiſcopacy 1 in any ſuch places, they have ap · 
| * it in a manner not Warranked by their charter. 
An 


This abuſe i is ſo much the greater, if at the ſame 


time they have either neglected to ſupport God's 
public worſhip in thoſe plantations, - Ac. which 


were exactly in the poor and deſtitute condition re- 


preſented in the charter; or to propagate the go- 
Apel amongſt the heathen bordering on the colonies; 
This, if real, is a double abuſe ; - with-holding 


their charity from thoſe for whom it was originally 
deſigned, and beſtowing it upon thoſe whom the 
charter, by natural and neceſſary conſequence, ex- 


cludes from it The truth of theſe ſuppoſed facts 
will be conſidered hereafter: In the mean time, it 
will not be amiſs to take ſome notice of Mr. Ap- 


thorp's miſtakes as to the R To: the * 


of this inſtitution. 


SECTION 11. 


of Mr. Apthorp' 5 manner of nne and repre 


Jenting. the Charter. 


tion to nie the queſtion © once for all, 
„ by authentic vouchers ;” (Conſid. p. 7.) ſays 


(p. I ) The propoſed vindication is deligned to 


s convince the candid. To confute the obFinate, 
„and filence the malicious, is not in the Power of 
reaſon. From a perſon who ſets out in this 
modeſt manner, we have doubtleſs a right to expect 
very direct, plain authorities, and great candor, as 
well as the utmoſt clearneſs and ſtrength of reaſon: 
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For ſhould he fail in theſe reſpects, even thoſe Sho 
are neither uneandid- nor malicious, may poſſibly 
remain unconvinced. But in the next page, juſt | 
after a very heroic threatning (in ſome lines from 
ViRGiL) what a ſevere and deſerved revenge he 


would take on ſome unknown perſon who, it ſeems, 


had provoked him im a news-paper; we find him 


taking a method to accompliſh his grand deſign of 


vindicating the Society, ſo as to convince all but 


the uncandid and malicious, which does not ſeem 


the beſt adapted to this end: And that is, mi- 


guoting the charter. He there undertakes to give 
the words of the charter, which, he ſays, © thus 


< expreſſes the deſign of their“ . [the Society's] 
e inſtitution;“ and then goes on with the uſual 
ſign or mark of a quotation. Nor, indeed, do I 
accuſe the gentleman of inſerting, as from the 
charter, ahy words that are not in it. But who- 
ever compales his quotation (p. 9.) with the char- 


ter itſelf, or only with the preamble, as it is quoted 


verbatim in the preceding ſection, will find the fol- 


-T hat he has taken the 
liberty to tranſpoſe ſome clauſes, and wholly to leave 


out others, without giving the leaſt notice of it to 


his reader in the uſual way, by a blank or 5% 
and alſo that he has thus omitted clauſes which = 


very material, in order to aſcertain the true ſenſe. 


of the charter. For he has intirely dropped the 
following clauſe——* and ſeem. to be abandoned 
to athei/m and infidelity” — and theſe alſo 


. divers Romiſh prieſts and jeſuits are the more 


e encouraged to pervert and draw over our loving 


0 ſubjects to popiſh ſupergtition and idolatry;” mil- 
placing. the intermediate clauſe concerning 0 learn- 


«* ed and orthodox miniſters.” * And yet the point- 


ing all along in this grth. page, is as it ought to be, 
if the charter had been quoted verbatim, without 


Now 


NS 


cn of the SociErv, Se. „ | 


Now, can even the moſt candid think, this 
gentleman dealt ingenuouſly by his readers, in thus 
mangling and caſtrating the charter? Or can it be 
ſuppoſed that he thought the clauſes thus ſuppreſſed, 


were of no uſe in aſcertaining the ſenſe? The im- 


portance of them is quite obvious in this reſpect; 
they ſhew the uery ſad and deplorable Sonaten o 
thoſe places, which were in an eſpecial manner the 
Objects of this charitable inſtitution; that they 
Vere not merely deſtitute of epiſcopalian miniſters, 
but miniſters of any other denomination amon 
Proteſtants; ſo as to be in a manner abandoned to 
atheiſm and infidelity, or in great danger of being 
perverted to popery. Conſidered in their proper 
connexion, and in this view, any common man may 
eaſily ſee the importance of the clauſes. But it 
would have ruined his deſign, if it had plainly ap- 
peared from his own quotation, as it does from the 
charter itſelf, that the inſtitution was not intended 
for the ſupport of an epiſcopal clergy, where a 
competent proviſion was already made for a clergy 


of the congregational or preſbyterian perſuaſion ; 


but where there was no competent proviſion made” 
for any miniſters of any denomination amongſt 
proteſtants, capable of inſtructing the people in 
<« the principles of true religion,” and ſo, by God's 
bleſſing, guarding them againſt the fatal errors of 
atheiſm, infidelity and popery. There was there- 
fore evidently an end to be ſerved, ſuch as it was, 
by thus mangling and mutilating the charter; whe- 
ther he had any ſuch deſign in it or not. For it 
would anſwer his purpoſe "much beſt, to have the 


true, and very forlorn condition of thoſe planta- 


tions, &c. kept out of fight as much as poſſible, 
which the royal Founder of the Society had in his 

mind, and which thoſe omitted clauſes ſo clearly 

and ſtrongly expreſs; that ſo people might be the 
eater induced to believe, that any of the planta- 
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24 Obſervations on the Charter and 
tions where there was no epiſcopal clergy, were ac- 
_ rually the objects of this charity, even though they 
© had ever fa many miniſters of any other denomi- 
| nation, competently ſupported. And, that this 
was his. intention, there is hardly any room even 
for the candid to doubt, when his own words juſt 
after this extraordinary quotation, are conſidered. 
For there he deduces this as one of his “ certain 
_ + concluſions” from that view of the charter 
which he had given; viz. © That the primary in- 
4 tention of the Society was, - to provide a maintes 
| <<. nance for an orthodox clergy; gghich (as the char-. 
ter was obtained by the members of the Church 
ce f England) muſt—mean a clergy of their own 
© church*,” It might indeed be naturally expect- 
ed that the Society, being at leaſt chiefly epiſcopali- 
ans, whenever they ſent miſſionaries abroad, would 
ſend thoſe of their own communion. But it will 
not from hence follow, that they were to ſend and 
+ ſupport ſuch, in any or all of the colonies indiffe- 
rently, where a competent proviſion was already, 
or ſhould be, made for proteſtant miniſters of an- 
other communion. This latter is what the defence 
of the Society requires; and it is a ſophiſm, per- 
haps undeſigned, which runs through the Conſider- 
ations. But of this more hereafter. If Mr. 
e did not perceive thoſe clauſes which he has 
ſuppreſſed in ſo ſingular a manner, to be of any im- 
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| portance, I bluſh for him as a reputed Scholar: But 
= if knowing them to be ſo, he omitted them in order 
__ to impoſe upon his unwary readers, and the better to 
= diſguiſe the true deſign of that excellent inſtitution, 
lam quite in pain for him as a Chriſtian; eſpe- 


cially as One who is by office, I would hope by 
example alſo, an inſtructor of others in chriſtian 
ſimplicity and godly fincerity. 
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But whatever might be his deſign therein, which 


is left to his own reflections, he has not left out 
enough of the charter to anſwer his purpoſe. Thoſe 


remaining clauſes—** proviſion for miniſters is very 


* mean . wholly deſtitute and unprovided of 
a a maintenance for miniſters, and the public wor- 
ſkip of God”——** miniſters to inſtruct our lov- 


. ing ſubjects in che principles of true religion; 


ce ant the adminiſtration of God's word and ſacra- 
ments; which are all deſcriptive of the pi- 
tiable ſtate of the places whoſe relief was deſigned 
by this charitable foundation, are ſufficient to in- 


validate his deſence of the Society, without the aſ- 


ſiſtance of the clauſes ſuppreſſed in ſuch a manner, 
For if it can be ſhewn that the Society maintain 
many miſſions and ſchools in thoſe plantations, Cc. 


to which no part of this .deſcription is applicable, 


but quite the reverſe is true ; the gentleman muſt 


certainly conſider at leaſt once again, and reaſon a 


little more cloſely, before he will convince the can- 
did and judicious, that the Society have not miſ- 
applied their fund, The charter warrants them to 

maintain no miſſions or ſchools in the colonies, but 
in ſuch places as anſwer to the deſcriptions in the 
charter; in order to make converts to the church 


of England from chriſtians of other denominations. 


The charter knows of no diſtinction amongſt chriſ- 
tians, except that of proteſtants and papiſts: Its 
grand object, a truly glorious one, is, to promote 


chriſtianity, conſidered in oppoſition to atheiſm, 


infidelity and popery; not epiſcopacy and the li- 
turgy of the church of England, in oppoſition to 
preſbyterianiſm, &c. Though if the profeſſion of 
- Chriſtianity is upheld, or if the goſpel is propagated 

at all, it is readily acknowledged that this muſt be 
done in ſome particular way, mode or form, And 
when epiſcopalians do any thing to thele ends, it is 
to be expected that they will do it in that way, 


mode 


” . oy s 

eu =” - _— 

3 — 3 . — EE 

— = > Ip — — — So ; & 205 : 2 
: — i - - 2 — = 2 i - — — * — * — — — — —A 5 nn PR — 

2 . ̃˙—4dI he OL» n lf 8 

5 yo <3 —— — — f E : : A 
IE == oe 5 - = 


— 7 = O 37 
2 TTT 


— Tz 
EEE: 
5 


— « — — PX 
— —— — 


— — — 


>, I 
8 2 
—— Xx a Ds IP” Dt 
— = "== = WEI. 
ones = — — 


F 


—ꝓ—bk1̃ꝛ WAS — 
— —— ———— 


= 7 * 8 = - "—_— RF - Wo gt, — 
— ——U— we. — — = ec — 
K * K -_ 


—— —— — 


— „„ > 
—— — =” -— — 2 — 8 
, 4 : 


— — —— 
— ä —— — 


— _ 


5 — E a. Co” Le r 


tional and preſbyterian modes. 


1 ſervations on the Charter and 
mode or form, which themſelves moſt approve. 


ſent argument; but, the Sdciety's turning their 


arms, as it were, againſt other proteſtants; and 
expending a great proportion of their monies in 


ſupporting a party. 


"SECTION y. 
Of ſome other Things tending t6 explain and confirm - 


the Senſe of the Charter, and the defign of the In- 
itution aforeſaid. = „„ 


. 


I. TR name itſelf by which this reſpectable 


corporation is diſtinguiſhed and known, is 


agrecable to the ſpirit of the charter as before ex- 
plained: The Society for the propagation of the Go- 


SPEL, Sc. From this name or title any one would 


naturally conclude, that if heathens and barbarians 


were not the more immediate objects of the chari- 


table inſtitution, but only the more remote; yet it 


had for its object people in very deplorable circum- 


ſtances at beſt; ſuch as were in a manner deſtitute 
of God's word and ſacraments, or the means of 
grace. It would never enter into any one's heart 


to conceive, - that any part of its deſign was, the 


building up any one proteſtant church on the ruins 
of others. Thus the name of the Society, and the 
charter well agree. But according to ſome things 
which Mr. Apthorp and others have advanced, not 
to ſay at preſent, according to ſome proceedings of 
the Society, it ought rather to have been called, 


The Society for propagating the church of England 
in thoſe parts where the adminiſtration of God's word 
and ſacraments is provided for after the congrega- 


2. The 


Condułi of the SocteTy, Sc. 27 


2. The common ſeal of the Society, which 


often ſerves as a frontiſpiece to the charter, is agree- 
able both to the charter and name of the Society. 
The device is, a ſun in the upper part of a circle, 
ſhining gloriouſly on the world; a natural and 


noble emblem of the ſun of righteouſneſs; of Him 


that ſaid, I am the light of the world.” wha 
the circle to the right, is a ſhip under full ſail ; 


the prow of which ſtands a clergyman with a bole 


in his hand, (I ſuppoſe intended for the Bible) 
which he extends to a company of naked ſavages on 


the left, who are eagerly thronging to the ſhore, 


to meet and receive the bleſſing. Juſt over them 
is a ſcroll with theſe words, Tranſiens adjuva nos; 

5 alluding to Acts xvi. 9. Come over and help 
us:“ the words of the man of Macedonia, whom 


St. Paul ſaw in a viſion ; from whence he inferred 


that the Lord called him “ to preach the goſpel” 
to the heathen there. And in the outward circle 


or circumference of the ſeal, is the aforeſaid title 
or name of the Society. This is a fine device for 
the ſeal of ſuch a ſociety, according to its name and 


charter. 


3. The ſermons preached annually before the So- 
ciety, in the general ſtrain and tenor of them, cor- 


_ reſpond very exactly to the noble deſign of the in- 


ſtitution, as before repreſented. The grand topic 


inſiſted on in them, is promoting THE GOSPEL ; the 


undoubted doctrines and duties of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. The preachers on theſe occaſions ſeem evi- 


dently, however, to have had the heathen in their 
minds, rather than profeſſed Chriſtians who only 
needed aſſiſtance in order to the ſupport of God's 
wWorſhip and ordinances : In which reſpect the ſer- 


mons rather coincide with the ultimate than the 
more immediate deſign of the inſtitution; and ſo 
harmonize rather more perhaps with the ſeal and 
name of the bociety, than with the charter. This 
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28 _ Obſervations on the Charter and 
is not ſaid with the leaſt deſign to reflect on the 
preachers of them, as if they had forgotten the 
deſign of the inſtitution, which is indeed kept in 
view in thoſe ſermons ; though, as was intimated | 
before, the ultimate defign of the inſtitution is 
much more enlarged on, than the primary or more 
direct. And the grand argument inſiſted on, to 
induce good people of all denominations to aſſiſt 
the Society with their charity, is, the common cauſe 
of chriſtianity ; partly for ſupporting the public 
worſhip of God in thoſe Britiſh colonies, where it - 
could not be tolerably ſupported without ſuch aſ- 
ſiſtance; but chiefly for the ſake of the poor hea- 
then ſlaves and ſavages in, or bordering on, the 
Engliſh plantations : An argument which has been 
handled with the greateſt propriety and pathos 
in theſe ſermons; and has doubtleſs drawn ſome 
| thouſands of pounds from proteſtant diſſenters in 
ESE ß ons 
I have read many of theſe excellent ſermons, both 
the very earlieſt, and thoſe preached from time to 
time ſince ; and have many of them now by me: 
So that it were eaſy to fill volumes with quotations 
to exemplify and prove what is here aſſerted con- 
cerning the general ſtrain of them. But I am not 
willing needleſly to load and ſwell the preſent pub- 


lication, by quotations to prove what, it is taken 


for granted, no perſon who knows any thing of the 
matter, and either has or deſerves the leaſt reputa- 
tion, will preſume to deny. But by way of ſpeci- 
men, for the ſake of thoſe who may not have read 
any of theſe ſermons, ſome extracts ſhall be ſub- 
joined from the late biſhop BuTLzz's ſermon be- 


” fore the Society, 1739: A great ornament. of the 
_ - epiſcopal order, and of the church of England 


the clearneſs of whoſe head, the preciſion of whoſe _ 
language, and the goodneſs of whoſe heart, are ſo 
conſpicuous in all his writings. oy ta. 
R « No 


Condubi of the Soeizxrr, Ge. 29 
“ No one has a right to be called a chriſtian,” 
ſays he, ** who doth not do ſomewhat in his ſta- - 
tion, towards the diſcharge of this truſt ;”* [mean- 

ing the goſpel, which he conſiders as a cruſt] * who 
. « doth not, for inſtance, affiſt in Keeping up tb 
V profeſſion of .cuRIST1 an1TyY where he lives. And co 
e it is an obligation but little more remote, to aſ- 
« fiſt in doing it in our factories abroad, and in 
s the colonies to which we are related 
4 Of theſe our colonies, the sLAvES . to 

& be conſidered as inferior members, and therefore 
«© to be treated as members of them; and not mere- 
6+ ly as cattle or goods, the property of their maſ- 
„ters. Nor can the higheſt property, poſſible to 
be acquired in theſe ſervants, cancel the obliga- 
„tion to take care of their religious inſtruction. 


Deſpicable as they may appear in our eyes, they A 
c are the creatures of God, and of the race of - bi 
„ mankind, for whom Chriſt died: And it is in- br 
« excuſable to keep them in ignorance of the eng. 
% for which they were made; and the means, 9 
«© whereby they may become partakers of the ge- "A 
c neral redemption, & c. — 

5 The like charity we owe to the Natives ; — 


% owe to them in a much ſtricter ſenſe than we 
< are apt to conſider, were it only from neigh- 

* bourhood, and our having gotten poſſeſſions in 
<« their country. For incidental circumſtances of 
« this kind appropriate all the general obligations 8: 


« of charity to particular perſons; and make ſuch * 
„ and ſuch inſtances of it, the duty of one man 1 
rather than another. We are moſt ſtrictly bound | in 
6 to conſider theſe poor unformed creatures, &c.— 0 


And it may be ſome encouragement to chear- 
ful perſeverance in theſe endeavours, to obſerve, 
* not only that they are our duty, bur alſo that 
they ſeem the means of carrying on a great 

$ ſcheme of providence, which ſhall certainly be 
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chriſtianity, he goes on thus 
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4% accompliſhed. For the everlaſting cosÞEL ſhall 


<« be preached to every nation: And the kingdoms of 
e this world ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
« nd of his Chriſt.*? ; 


After diſcourſing for two or three pages, con- 


cerning the good effects that might be reaſonably ex- 


pected from theſe pious endeavours to propagate 
Ihe defign be- 
fore us being then ee e good, it were 
« much to be wiſhed that ſerious men F all deno- 
« minations would join in it. And let me add, that 
e the foregoing view of things affords diſtinct rea- 
* ſons why they ſhould. For, firſt, by ſo doing, 
de they aſſiſt in a work of the. mot uſeful imp:rtance, 
«© that of ſpreading over the world the scRIpTURE | 


„ ITSELF, as a DIVINE REVELATION : and it can- 


e not be ſpread under this character, for a conti- 


„ nuance, in any country, unleſs CHRISTIAN 

«CHURCHES be ſupported there; but will always, 
more or leſs, ſo long as ſuch churches ſubſiſt ; 

c and therefore their ſubſiſfence ought to be pro- 


ce vided for. In the next place, they [ viz. ſerious 
« men of all denominations] ſhould remember, that 
„ if CHRISTIANITY is to be propagated at all, 


which they acknowledge it ſhould, it muſt be 


in ſome particular form of profeſſion. And though 


„ they think ours liable to objections, Sc. — Upon 


0 75 whole therefore, the/e perſons would do well 
„ to conſider, how far they can with reaſon /atiſ- 
« fy themſelves in neglecting what is certainly, right, ; 
e On account of what is doubtful, whether it be 


« w rong“. — 


Thus Dr. BurLER, with. his uſual penetration N 


and accuracy, repreſents the true deſign of this 


noble inſtitution, in its whole view, compaſs, and 


extent. And how cogent is his reaſoning, to in- 


duce ſerious men of all denominations in England to 
Edit. p. 14.—22. See allo p. 24, 25. Ag 


. Condutt of the Soctery, Ge. 31 


join in, and contribute towards carrying it into ex- 


ecution, upon the true original plan? But let me 
juſt aſk by the way, what force there would be i in 


this excellent reaſoning, to induce proteſtant dif- 

ſenters in England to aſſiſt the Society, upon ſup- 
_ poſition it was a known fact, that the Society de- 
viated very eſſentially from this noble plan, by ap- 
plying a large proportion of their fund in ſupport- 
ing a party in America, and undermining the con- 
gregational and prefbyterian churches here? Could 
it be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that thoſe of the ſame re- 
ligious principles in England would affiſt the So- 
ciety in any deſigns or endeavours againſt their bre- 


thren in New-England ? or in promoting epiſco- 


pacy here, in oppoſition to the churches of their 
own denomination ? Or could any preacher on thoſe 


_ occaſions, who knew this to be fact. with integrity 


and uprightneſs make uſe of arguments of this 
catholic ſtrain, in order to get money out of the 


pockets of Engliſh diſſenters? I am full perſuaded. 
that the great and good Biſhop BuTLER would have 


deteſted ſuch an artige and even the whole ſcheme 


of planting and ſupporting epiſcopal churches in 
divers places in America, had he been appriſed of 


the true ſtate of religion in them. ] he forego- 


ing extracts from his ſermon, as was intimated de. 


fore, are given only as a ſpecimen of what is the 


uſual ſtrain of the ſermons preached on the ſame 


occaſion. Though I am not inſenſible, that ſome 
of them, eſpecially within the laſt twenty years, 


have expreſſions in them of a much Jels catholic. 
ſtrain, and quite aliene from the ſpirit of the char- 


ter; an example or two of which may perhaps be 
given hereafter. But then, it is to be obſerved, on 
the other hand, 

4. That in ſome of theſe 1 ſermons, 
all narrow, party deſigns are condemned and diſ- 


claimed in very ſtrong terms; and a zeal for catholic 


chriſtianity 


N 
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chriſtianity recommended in oppoſition to every 
thing of this kind. Thus particularly Dr. B- 
'VER1DGE, Biſhop of St. Aſaph, in his ſermon be- 
fore the Society, 1706, after commending the zeal 
of the primitive Chriſtians, ſays, Burt then we 
<< muſt take care, that our zeal be as theirs was, 
according to knowledge not for any private 
opinion, party or faction, not for either fide of a 
% doubiful diſputation, or for unwritten traditions, 
* wherein men are apt to ſpend all their Zeal, fo as 
4 to have little or none left for that which is the 
proper object of it. But as it is ſaid of Phineas, 
in his great commendation, that he was zealous 
„ FOR H1s Gop, Num. xxv. 13. So muſt wx be“ .“ 
Another Biſhop of St, Aſaph, as quoted by Mr. 
HogART +, (which of them I am not certain) ex- 
preſſes his indignation againſt the church of Rome, 
on account of the party deſigns and views with 
which they ſend miſſionaries about the world, in the 
following terms, TREIK miſſions do not ſeem 
* to be managed with an apoFolical ſimplicity. 
„% Tx ſcttle themſelves in nations which are 
% Chrifians already, and have been ſo from the Se. 
* ginning. And, under the pretence of converting 
de the infideis that are among them, their chief u- 
e ſineſs ſeems to be to apply themſelves with all 
„their arts to pervert the Chriſtians themſelves 
© from their ancient faith; and to draw them over 
<< to a ſubjection to the Pope: The want of which 
« ſubjection is what they think the greateſt error 
they find among them, and which they zealouſly 
* endeavour to eradicate, while the Infidels are 
„ very ſrartngly (if ever) applied to by them.” Mr. 
HozaxT makes a pertinent remark to the preſent 
purpoſe, on Dr. WappincTosw's fermon before 
the Society, which the author has not by him. 
„Dr. WappixcTon,” ſays he,.“ ſuppoſes | 


* 1 Edit. p. 8. I Second Aadee i, p. 137: * 
= 4 RE X al 


a 


Conduct of the SOCIETY, Se. : * 


that ſome would object, that not chriffianity it- 


elf, but the faith and practice of og ooh 


* NITY ONLY of Chriſtians, would be prepagated ; 
© and in replying to it he ſays, yo ſuch PARTICU- 
* LAR DESIGN is mentioned in our charter.” * 


Now it is to be obſerved, that theſe anniverſary 


ſermons are almoſt always preached by members, 
and printed and diſperſed by order, of the Society : 


A principal deſign of them being, to ſhew what a 
noble and generous work they are engaged in; that 


ſo people of all denominations amongſt proteſtants 


may be encouraged to bear a part with them in it, 


by their donations, legacies, Cc. How great there- 
fore muſt be the ſurprize of good people on the 
other ſide of the water,” if they ſhould find, that 
notwithſtanding theſe generous prot: ſſions of the 
Society from time to time, and their diſclaiming all 
narrow, party deſigns, they had actually been ma- 


ny years proſecuting ſuch a deſign themſelves in 


America; a ſcheme not ſufficiently unlike to that 
which they condemn ſo juſtly in another famous 
ſociety, that De propazandd Fidez and that they 


had employed a great part of their collections, re- 


venues, Sc. in. carrying it into execution! That 


what is here mentioned only by way of ſuppoſition, 


is not ſo remote from certain fact, as many may 
think it even from the loweſt probability, will be 
ſhewn in the following ſections.- 


have, however, all along profeſſed a particular re- 
gard for the church of England; ſuch an one as 
all perſons who are ſincere, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have for their own communion : And nothing which 
has been {aid before, is to be underſtood as a a denial 
of this.] 


iN tad Adareſs, p. 16 
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SECTION v. 


Some general Account of the State of Relivion in 


News- England, mw and 25 nce the incorporation of 
_ the Society. 


HEERE in the preceding ſections taken a 


view of the charter, and repreſented it in its 


true light, in oppoſition to Mr. Aptborp's miſquo- 
tation and miſrepreſentation of it; and alſo con- 


firmed that ſenſe which has been given as the true, 
by the name and common ſeal of the Society, as 
allo by the anniverſary ſermons preached before, 


and diſperſed by them, to get fubſcriptions, Sc. 
it will now be proper to come to ſome facts rela- 
tive to the conduct of the Society in planting 
churches, and ſupporting miſſions, in America. 
And as the principal objection lies againſt their con- 
duct as to New-England, it will be neceſſary, in 
order to ſet the objeQtion i in a fair and true light, in 
the firſt place to make ſome remarks on the ſtate of 
religion here, before the Society ſent any miſſiona- 
ries into theſe parts, and lince. This is propoſed in 
the preſent ſection. And, 


1. It is well known, that che firſt ſettlers of News- 


England were ſuch as came hither chiefly on ac- 
count of their ſufferings for non-conformiry to the 


church of England. They fled hither as to an 
aſylum from epilcopat perſecution, ſeconded by royal 
power; which often condeſcended to be ſubſervient 
to the views of domineecring prelates, before the 


_ glorious Revolution. That this was the occaſion of 
their flight hither, appears even from the Society's 


own publications, Thus in the Account of the foun- 
dation, proceedings and ſucceſs of the Society, pub- 
liſhed Anno 1706, it is faid, (p. 10.) © 1 muſt be 

N nn | 
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6 acknowledged, that it was the unhappineſs of 
„% New-England and the adjoining parts, to be firſt 
planted = inhabited by perſons wo were ge- 
e nerally diſaffected to the church by law eſta- 
.** bliſhed in England; and had many of them taken 
« refuge or retirement in thoſe parts, on account of 
their ſuffering for non- conformity here at home.“ 
This fact muſt indeed be confeſſed; and that it was 
their unbappineſs to ſuffer thus, ought to be confeſſ- 
ed alſo. But, that it was the unhappineſs of New- 
England to be firſt planted and inhabited by theſe 
conſcientious non- conformiſts to the eſtabliſhed 
church of England, is not fo clear a point: Nei- 
ther is it to be wondered at, if they were diſaffected 
to ſuch a cruel, perſecuting church as that was be- 
fore the Rerolur on. 
2. It is no leſs certain that theſe . were 
very far from being perſons of a looſe, irreligious 
3 Had they been void of conſcience to- 
ward God, they would not have ſuffered ſo muck 
for non-conformity, and fled their dear native 
country, for the ſake of ſerving him without fear 
in a wilderneſs, If they had been perſons void of 
religious principle, they would in all probability 
have lived and died in the communion of that 
N church, for diſſenting from which they ſuffered ſo 
much. That they were a ſober, virtuous and re- 
ligious cr of people in general, is certain: tho', 
that they were perfect, or free from all human er- 
rors and frailties, is not pretended. 5 
Ic is well known that they very early made 55 
mb for the public worſhip of God, and found- 
ed a ſcminary of learning, which has been increaſing 
and flouriſhing to the preſent time. The zeal which 
they ſhewed both for learning and religion, from 
the firit, was indeed very uncommon 3 and greatly 
to their honor. The public worſhip of God, and- 
„ adminiſtration of bis word and ſacraments, 
0 ' have 
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have all along been provided for in New. England: ; 
I mean, in the Province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay and in 
Connecticut; which two may contain perhaps about 
eight parts in ten of the inhabitants of New-Eng- 
land. In the other two ſmall governments, News 
Hampſhire, and Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plan- 


tations, there has, to be ſure, been much leſs care 


taken for the ſupport of a public worſhip. But in 
the Meſſachuſctts and Connecticut the public profeſ- 
ſion of religion has all along been very regularly 


upheld, nearly after the ſame mode of profeſſion. 


The doctrines almoſt univerfally profeſſed in both, 


are and ever have been very agreeable to the doc- 
trinal articles of the church of England. Their 
external polity, and form of worſhip, are indeed 
known to be different; the churches of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, the principal New-England govern- 
ment, being generally of the congregational perſua- 
ſion, which the epiſcopalians affect to reproach un- 
der the name of independency; and thoſe in Connec- 
ticut, of the preſbyterian; or at leaſt approaching 
nearer to the eſtabliſhed church of Scotland, _ 
4. It is farther to be obſerved, that in theſe two 
principal governments of New- England there has 
been, not only proviſion, but legal proviſion made 
for the ſupport of a learned and orthodox miniſtry, 
and of ſchools; and that, before the Society for 
propagating the goſpel had a being. Particularly 
in the Maſſachuſetts, there was a law enacted in the 
Ath of WILLIAM and Maxx, for thoſe purpoſes ; 


which having been nine years before the Society | 


obtained their charter, it will be needleſs to look 
any farther back for a civil eſtabliſhment of religion 
here, upon this occaſion. Some extracts from the 
law aforeſaid, may be [cen ! in the margin *. 


5. Divers 


* The AR is intitled, Fs a4 for the 1 ENT and 3 
PORT of MixisTERS ard SCHOOLMASTERS. It begins 4 
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g. Divers acts, relating to the ſettlement and 
ſupport of the goſpel miniſtry here, having receiv- 


ed the royal ſanction, our churches ſeem to have a 


proper legal eſtabliſhment. And it ought to be 


particularly remembered, that the act aforeſaid was 


paſſed about nine years before the Society's charter 


was granted. Can it then be ſuppoſed that this 
province, where ſuch proviſion was made for the 


ſettlement, ſupport, and maintenance of an * able, 
learned, orthodox miniſtry,” was either one of 


thoſe plantations intended in the Society's charter, 


« Be it ordained by the governor, council, and repreſentatives 


© convened in general court or aſſembly, and by the authority 
of the ſame, That the inhabitants of each rown wi:hinthis pro- 
“ vince ſhall take due care from time to time, to be provided of 
4 an ABLE LEARNED ORTHODOX miniſter or miniſters, of 


* good converſation, to diſpenſe the word of God: which mi- 
&« niſters ſhall be 8ViTABLY encouraged, and $UFFICIENTLY_ 
“ ſupported and maintained by the inhabitants of ſuch towns.” 


Alt is provided in the ſame paragraph, that all contracts which 

had been or ſhould be made by town, relative to their miniſters 
or ſchoolmaſters, and their maintenance, ſhould be“ made 
* good, &c. And where there is no contract reſpecting the ſup- 
„port and maintenance of the miniſtry, or when the ſame 


« happens to be expired, and the inhabitants of ſuch towns ſhall 


* neglect to make ſuitable proviſion therein, then the court of 
quarter ſeſſions is impowered and di:efted * to order a com- 


«© petent allowance to ſuch miniſter ;” and the manner in which 


the aſſeſſment ſhall be made, &c. is pointed out. 


In the next paragraph it is ordained, that if any town ſhall 


be deſtitute of a miniſter qualified as aforeſaid, — ſix months“ 


 —the ſaid court of quarter-ſeſſions, after taxing certain ſteps to 


induce the inhabitants to conform to the law in reſpect of the 
| ſettlement of a miniſter, ſhall, if this proves ineffectual, them- 
ſelves © take effectual care to procure and ſettle a miniſter 

qualified as aforeſaid, and order the charge thereof, and of 


„ ſuch miniſter's MAINTENANCE to be levied on the inhabitants 


6 of ſuch town.” 


- 


It is afterwards enacted, that every town having * fifty houſ- 
* holders or upwards, ſhall be conſtantly provided of a Schoo/- 
ma ſter to teach children to read and write.” But towns that 
have one hundred families,” are obliged to be provided with 
*« Grammar-ſchools,” &c. And ſuitable penalties are ordained 
in caie of nezlect. DT 


ory where 


4200 
t 
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where the proviſion for miniſters was very mean; 
or one of thoſe which were * wholly deſtitute 2 
d unprovided of a maintenance for miniſters;“ ſo 
that the King's ſubjects ** ſeemed to be abandoned 
we atheiſm and infidelity;“ or were, for want of 
learned and orthodox miniſters to inſtruct them “ in 
the principles of true religion,” in imminent 
danger of being perverted to - popiſh ſuperſtition 
« and idolatry ! ** Certainly the charter cannot in 
reaſon be ſuppoſed to have had the leaſt reference 
to this province, or any other Britiſh plantation 
where a ſimilar proviſion was or ſhould be made 
for the adminiſtration of God's word and ordi- 
nances. 
6. Churches and ſchools have from time to time 
been founded, and are continually multiplying, in 
New-England, in conformity both to the pious in- 
. clinations of the inhabitants, and to the legal pro- 
viſion made for thoſe purpoſes. A competent 
number of young men have alſo been educated 
from time to time in the Colleges of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay and Connecticut, for the ſupply of both. And 
our ordinations are carried on in a regular, orderly 

and ſcriptural way; at leaſt according to our own 

conceptions: And we have doubtleſs as good a right 
to judge for ourſelves as to that matter, as the So- 
ciety have to judge for us. 
7. The people of New. England, particularly i in 
thoſe two principal governments of it, are all in 
general profeſſed Chriſtians. There is no ſuch 

monſter as an Atheiſt known amongſt us; hardly | 
any ſuch perſon as a Deiſt. And as to the ſuperſti- 
tions and idolatries of the church of Rome, there 

neither is, nor has been the leaſt danger of their 
gaining ground in New-England. The Congrega- 
_ tionalilis and Preſbyterians are known to hold them 
at leajt in as great abhorrence as the Epiſcopalians 
do. And lince the Revolution, hardly a Roman- 
catholic, 
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catholic, except ſome few tranſient perſons, has 


been ſeen in New- England, till after removing the 


French from Nova- Scotia, and diſperſing them in 


the colonies. Theſe are a plain, ſimple, ignorant 


people, who have now no Romiſh prieſts or Jeſuits 
amongſt them; and by whom we are ſurely in no 
danger of being perverted from the proteſtant faith. 
How much better then, in all theſe reſpects, is the 


Nate of religion amongſt us, than it is even in 


Englan1i, under the immediate eye and documents 


of the venerable biſhops ? Where, notwithſtanding 
all their pious endeavours, there are ſo many Ro- 


man- catholics, Iniidels and Sceptics, if not right- 
down Atheiſts! It may be added, that the com- 
mon people in New-England, by' means of our 
ſchools, and the inſtructions of our “ able, learn- 
& ed, orthodox miniſters,” are, and have all along 
been, philoſophers and divines in compariſon of the 


common people in England, of the communion of 
the church there eſtabliſhed. This is commonly 


| faid by thoſe who have had an opportunity perſon- 
ally to inform themſelves: And a rationale might 


be given of the fact, even without 1 reflection 


on the church aforeſaid. 


8. As to practical religion, though we have no 
cauſe for boaſting, yet, to ſay the eaſt, we have 


no cauſe for bluſhing on a compariſon of our mo- 
rals with thoſe of the people in England, in the 


communion of that church.: And many vices that 
are common there, are almoſt, if not quite unknown 


here. So that if we appeal to fact and experience, 


there is much leſs danger of irreligion in principle 


or practice, and of Romiſh ſuperſtition and idola- 
try prevailing in New-England, amongſt the Preſ- 


. byterians and Congregationaliſts, for want of learn- 


ed, orthodox and pious miniſters © to inſtruct them 
<« in the principles of true religion, than there is 
of their prevailing in England: Though in the 


4 Albſtradts 


144th 


" 


he 
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Alſtradts annexed to the biſbop of Clogher's ſer- 
mon before the Society, 1714, (p. 53.) there is 
indeed an intimation that the Epiſcopalians in Ame- 
rica are in imminent danger of falling into thoſe 
errors, for want of biſhops to reſide amongſt them. 
And ſhould any be ſent hither, to prevent theſe 
evils amongſt the people of that communion, it is 
to be hoped they will have better ſucceſs in ſo pious 
an undertaking, than the biſhops have hitherto had 
in England 
9. From the foregoing faithful, though/ brief 
repreſentation of religion in New-England, from 
the time that the firſt ſettlers of it were perſecuted 
out of England by the eftabliſhed church, to the 
preſent, (I ſpeak particularly of the two principal 
governments of New-England) it appears that 
there neither is nor has been any occaſion for the 
Society to ſupport miſſions and ſchools here; and 
that they had not even a warrant for doing ſo, by 
their chatter. New-England (the two ſmall go- 
vernments of New- N and Rhode - Iſland 
excepted) does by no means anſwer to the deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe plantations, Sc. in the chatter, for 
ſupporting ** God's public worſhip” in which, a 
charitable proviſion is thereby made. 
If ic ſhould be ſaid, (which is the moſt lauſible 
thing that can be ſaid) that in ſome parts even of 
the Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut, the proviſion 
made for the maintenance of miniſters has been 
very mean,” and that therefore they come with- 
in the true deſign of the charter; ſeveral things 
may be obſerved in anſwer hereto. Firſt, Good 
miniſters of JESUS CHRIST, who have the intereſt 
of religion at heart, do not aſpire after worldly 

riches, pomp and grandeur, Secondly, The proviſion 
for miniſters here, though not to be compared with 
the rich benefices | in England, has not yet been fo 
very mean,” but that a competent number of 
3 „ leained 
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learned and orthodox miniſters have been found to 


- ſupply our churches. Third!y, The government 


here, which took the ſupport of miniſters into con- 


ſideration before the Society was founded, muſt in 


reaſon be ſuppoſed more capable of judging, what 
a competent proviſion for them is, in this country, 


than the venerable Society. But, fourthly, if not- 


withſtanding this legal proviſion, a number of them 
in ſome of our poor, ſmall, or frontier towns, have 


been © very meanly *' provided forz (which is not 


denied) and this is alleged as bringing ſuch places 


within the true intent of the charter; I will allow 


the pertinence and validity of the argument, upon 
either of the two following ſuppoſitions. Firſt, 
That the charitable Society have remitted ſomethin 

from time to time to our poor, though learned, or- 


thodox and pious miniſters, ſcttled in ſuch places, 
for their help and encouragement; which would 


| have been quite agreeable to the ſpirit of the char- 
ter, and the catholic principles of the royal Gran- 


tor, however alien it might poſſibly have been from 
the principles and views of the epiſcopal Grantees. 


Or, ſecondly, if it appears that the Society have ac- 
tually eſtabliſhed their own millions in ſuch poor, 


little or cxpoſed places only, inſtead of doing it in 


our richeſt and moſt populous towns, where the 


beſt proviſion was before made for miniſters. But 
if neither of theſe things can be made to appear, 
it will be in vain, and indeed a piece of hypocriſy, 
to allege the © very mean“ ſupport of miniſters 
here, as an argument for the Soc ety's applying a 


very great. part of their revenue for the maintenance 
of God's public worſhip in New-England. 


That there was very little, or rather no occaſion 
for Miſſionaries in New-England, Mr. HoparT 
has very pertinently produced the teſlimony of the 


| Pious and judicious Dr. Bray, who, before the 
Society 8 incorporation, was the biſhop of London's 


commiſſary 
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commiſſary in Maryland. This worthy divine took 
great pains to inform himſelf of the ſtate of reli- 
gion in the colonies, and their various exigencies; 
of which he publiſhed an Account, and delivered 
it as the reſult of his 1 inquiries, that from New- 
« York northward, he found very little need of 
e miſſionaries for the propagation of chriſtianity ; 
and in the Colonies of Connecticut and the Maſ- 
« ſachuſetts NONE AT AL:.» a 
This teſtimony of Dr. Bx AV ought to have the 
more weight, not only becauſe he was ſuch a lead- 
ing man with reference to the charitable inſtitution 
aforeſaid, as to have been honoured with the name 
1 the Father of the Society ;? but becauſe of 
the great reſpe& with which I find the Society 
ſpeaking of him, of his conduct in, and his ac- 
count of the Affairs of America, in the following 
words“ The Lord biſhop of London did af. 
« terwards ſend over the Rev. Dr. THoMas Bray, 
c as his commiſſary to Maryland; who being aſ- 
& ſifted did ſettle and ſupport ſeveral new mi- 
« niſters in that province, and did fix and furniſh 
* ſome parochial libraries, and did other public 
« ſervices, of which he has himſelf given a TRUE 
« and modeſt account.“ 
It is ſubmitted to the judgment of the it 
reader, whether the aforeſaid teſtimony of Dr. 
Bray, ſo inquiſitive, obſerving and active a man, 
is not more than a balance to the teſtimony which 
Mr. Apthorp produces from the Dean, afterwards 
biſhop BerKLEyY's ſermon before the Society ;— 
& that the likelieſt ſtep towards converting the 
« Heathen, would be to begin with the Engliſh. 
«© The miſſionaries do good ſervice in bringing 
them to 4 ferious ſenſe of religion, &cÞ.” The 


* Vid, Second Addreſs, ke. p. 126. 
+ Account of the Socii ty, p- 14. 
+ Corſeceratz: . . 


A 


excellent 
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excellent Dr. BERKLEV lived a recluſe, ſtudious life 
the greateſt part of the time he was in New-Eng- 


land; and that in the ſmall government of Rhode- 


Iſland, where there was indeed then but little of 
the face of religion 2—EXCEPt | perhaps among our 
good friends the Quakers 
ſpeak particul:rly of New-England, or .any part 
thereof, but of the colonies in general ; thinking 


that the miſſionaries in them do good ſervice in 


bringing the Engliſh to a ſerious ſenſe of religion. 
Which is doubtleſs true as to ſome of the colo- 


nies: Though the people of the Maſſachuſctts 


and Connecticut had at leaſt as ſerious a ſenſe of 
religion, long before there was a ſingle miſſionary 
in them, as they have had ſince. And Dr. Bray 
is expreſs, that in theſe two colonies, there was 
no occaſion AT ALL for miſſionaries 79 propagate 


chriſtianity: And the Society ſay, he gave a TRUE 


account of things in America. So that if they 
ſend miſſionaries into theſe colonies, it cannot be ſo 
much to propagate chriſtianity, as to propagate 


ſomething diſtinct from it, viz. the peculiarities of b 


the church of England. 


SECTION VI. 


Obſervations o on the Conduct of the Society in ſupport- 
ing Epiſcopal Miffions and Schools in New-Eng— 


land, particularly in the Maſſachuſetts- Bay and ; 


— Connerucur. 


\HAT the Society have chief ſent their miſ. 
ſionaries into thoſe Britiſh plantations where 
they were much needed, according to the true de- 
ſign of their inſtitution 3 and that they have — 
erved 


Beſides ; he does not 


44 Obſervations on the Charter and 


ſerved the intereſt of religion in them, is by no 
means denied: It were very criminal to deny them 
the prai'e that is juſtly due to them in this reſpect. 
But, that they have deviated from their original 
plan according to the charter, in ſome other re- 
ſpects; and thereby left undone much of the good 
which they might probably have effected, with the 
ordinary bleſſing of God, may perhaps be equally 
evident from this and the following ſections. Moſt 
of the following facts are very notorious, even from 
the anniverſary ſermons, abſtrads, and other pub- 
lications of the Society; ſo that they will not be 
dene. „„ 5 
1, For ſeveral years, I think about eight or nine, 
after the Society was founded, they ſent no miſſion- 
ary into New-England. Which may naturally be 
looked on as one argument, that it was not origi- 
pally conſidered among thoſe plantations which 
were ſuppoſed to ſtand in need of their charity . 
2. They have from time to time, ſince they be- 
gan to fend miſſionaries into theſe parts, been add- 
ing to their number, ſupporting epiſcopal ſchools, 


* By what I can learn, there was no epiſcopal church in 
Ncw-Eogland, till about the year 1685, or 1686, in the reign 
of the infatuated Roman-catholic K. James II. and the admini- 
ſtration of the Roman-catholic governor Sir Edmond Androſs; 
though K. Charles II. had before given his allowance for one 
in Boſton, when our charter was called into queſtion, in the 


5 year 1679. It was at this time, that the Lord biſhop of 


London, upon an addreſs of ſeveral of the inhabitants of 
« Bfton did prevail with his Majeſty [aforeſaid] that a church 
4 ſhould be allowed in that town, for the exerciſe of religion 
according to the church of England.” [Account of the So- 
city, p. 11.] If Tmiltake not, there was no miſſionary from tbe 
Society, in New-England, till about the year 1710. It is not 
materia: In the year 1718 there were only three of them in all 
New-England, wiz. one at Rhode-Iſland, another at Marble- 
| head, and a third at Newbury; according to the ab/firad for 
that year, p. 44. 5 9 


It 
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It is alſo to be obſerved, that a very large pro- 
portion of their miſſionaries have fallen to the ſhare 
of New-England; in the two principal govern- 
ments of which, Dr. Bray, the Father of the So- 
ciety, thought there was no occaſion for any at all. 


IT he gradual increaſe of the miſſionaries, catechiſts, 


Fc. in New- England, * from the atftrats 
to have been as follows, VIZ, 


In 1718 V 
VVV 
1730 . e 
V 


Ww. gs © 
1761 about 30. 


hs Rave ſeen no laber abtrad.. 

How large a proportion of is, &c, 
this is for New-England, compared with the other 
colonies, eſpecially when a due regard is had to 


their religious ſtate reſpectively, may appear by 


the ſingle caſt of the eye on the table following. 


In the laſt mentioned year, 1761, according to the 
abſtraF, their numbers in the ſouthern colonies, ” 


where they were ſo much needed, Were, 


In ew: York 16. 
New-Jerſey 10. 
Pennſylvania 9g. 
N. Carolina 3. 
. 


Georgia I, 
Bahama Iſlands 1. 
Barbados . 


It does not appear from the abfirafts, that the 


Society have any miſſionaries at all in the other 


Weſt-India Iſlands, where, as is commonly re- 


ported, 
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ported, there is hardly any ſhew of public worſhip 
kept up, of any kind; and where there are ſo ma- 
ny thouſands of Negro flaves in total ignorance of 
chriſtianity, The true cauſe of this 5 may 
be ſeen hereafter. 
3. It is notorious that the miſſionaries, inſtead 
of being ſent to the frontier and other poor towns 
in New-England, where the proviſion and accom- 
modations for miniſters were the meaneſt, have ge- 
nerally been ſtationed in the oldeſt, moſt populous 
and richeſt towns, where the 50 proviſion was be- 
fore made for miniſters ; where the public worſhip 
of God was conſtantly and regularly upheld, and 
his word and ſacraments duly adminiſtred according 
to the congregational and preſbyterian modes. This 
will be evideat to all that are in any meaſure ac- 
quainted with this country, from the bare mention 
of ſome of the places where the Society ſupport 
miſſions and ſchools ; viz. Boſton, Cambridge, Sa- 
lem, Marblehead, Newbury, Portſmouth in New- 
Hampſhire, Braintree, Scituate, Briſtow, Newport 
in Rhode-ifland, N. London, Stratford, Fairfield, 
Middletown, Sc. I have alſo underſtood that 
there is a church of England in N. Haven, the ſeat 
of the College in Connecticut; though I do not 
find by the a&raf7s, that there is yet any miſſionary 
fixed there. It is not denied, however, that there 
are a few miſſions eſtabliſhed in New-England, par- 
ticularly in Rhode-Ifland government, where Rand | 
W be needed. | 
4. It needs not to be proved, but only remem- 
„ that theſe miſſions, Sc. have not been ſup- 


8 ported, but at a large annual expence of the Socie- 


ty. The amount of the ſalaries here, excluſive of 
books to be diſtributed, Sc. for the year 1761, 
was about J. 1270 ſterling, according to the abſtrat?. 
The other expences of the Society for New-Eng- 
Jand being added hereto, might probably make up 
15 the 
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the ſum of L. 1500 ſterling, communibus annis, for 
many years bi; Though 1 pretend not to be very 
exact in this calculation. 

5. To thoſe who are well acquainted with New- 
England, and the manner and circumſtances in 
which epiſcopal churches have been gathered and 


founded here, it appears that the Society have ma- 


nifeſted a ſufficient forwardneſs to encourage and 
increaſe ſmall diſalfected parties in our towns, ujon 
an application to them; in thoſe towns, I mean, 

where a regular, legal and due provifion was alrea- 
dy made for the ſupport of God's public worſhip. 


Some of theſe little parties, or rather factions, it 


is well known here, have taken their riſe from no 


fixed principle of a conſcientious diſſent from our 


manner of worſhip, but from mere levity, petu- 
lance, or avarice ; -from ſome trifling, ground- 
| leſs diſguſt at the ſtated miniſter; or a diſſatisfac- 
tion about pews and rates; or at their being under, 
or likely to come under, cenſure for their immoral 
practices. I do not affirm poſitively, that either of 


theſe has always been the caſe, without exception: 
But, that it often has been, is as well known amongſt | 
us, as a thing of that nature can be known. 1 hefe 


people being thus affronted and angry without cauſe, 


preſently declare for the church, without really Know- 
ing any thing of the ſtate of the controverſy; and 


apply to ſome miſſionary or miſſionaries, to recom- 


mend them to the charity of the Society. And 


divers of the miſſionaries have been much injured, 


(which there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe) if they have 
not been very buſy in intrigues in order to fomeit 


theſe diviſions and parties, for the good of the church ; 
yea, been at the bottom of them. In which they 
perhaps thought, they conformed to the true de- 


ſign of that ſtanding direction of the Society to their 


miſfionarics diz. That they frequently viſit— 


3 thoſe that oppoſe them, or diſſent 228 them, to 


hs Convince 
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& convince and reclaim them 


They add in- 


deed, ** with a ſpirit of meekneſs and gentlencſs 3 
which ſeems not to have been ſo much remembered 


in all caſes, as the other branch of the direction. 


Hut from whatever cauſe theſe little diſcontented 
Parties have generally taken their origin, in towns 
where there were learned and orthodox miniſters 


duly ſupported; thus much is certain, that they 
have not only been recommended to the Society 


from time to time, but been encouraged thereby, 
and had miſſionaries ſent to them; The number of 


theſe humble ſupplicants in a town, have ſometimes 


not exceeded eight, ten or twelve heads of fami- 

lies; and this in towns conſiſting of two or three 
hundred families. It is commonly, and I believe 
truly ſaid, that there are ſcarce ſo many as ten fa- 
milies in the town of Cambridge, which uſually 
attend the ſervice of the church lately ſet up there- 
in, but about half a quarter of a mile from the 
College, and from the mecting-houſe there. What 
is this bur ſetting up altar againſt altar? And ſome 


there are, who think the principal end, and true 
ſpirit of that miſſion was not ill explained by an 


epiſcopalian, who, as is reported, expreſſed him- 


{elf thus on the occaſion 4 don't care for 


„ them; we have now got a church in the very - 
c“ funns of em.“ It is a known fact, that in 
ſome other churches, which, according to the ab/- 
ſradts, have been repreſented as growing, flouriſh- 
ing, and increaſing in reputation for near half a 


& 


century, the number of ſtated worſhippers at this 


day very little, if any thing, exceeds ten or twelve 


families. Theſe ſmall parties thus encouraged and 
ſupported by the Society in different parts of New- | 
England at a great.expence, have in ſhort all the 


appearance of entering wedges ; or rather of little 


lodgments made in carrying on the cruſade, or 


* A cant term well underſtotd among us. | 
mo CCC 


f 
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fp ritual bege of our churches, with the hope that 
they will one day ſubmit to an epiſcopal ſovereign. 
And it will appear at leaſt probable in the ſequel, 


| that this has long been the formal deſign of the So- 


diety; and that it is the true plan, and grand myſ- 
tery, of their operations in Ne- England. 
6. It is well known to us in New- England, that 


after ſupporting and encouraging theſe little parties, 


till in ſome places they have, by one means or 


other, become conſiderable both for number and 


riches, and well able to ſupport their own miniſters; 
the Society have ſtill continued to pay theſe out of 
their charitable fund. The only reaſon why I do 
not come to particulars here, is, leſt it ſhould ſeem 
too invidious. This conduct of the Society, for 
ſome years proved no inconſiderable means of in- 


creaſing the church- party: I mean, till a law of 
this province was made, obliging the epiſcopalians 


to pay miniſterial rates in common with other people; 
the money levied on them, however, to go to the 
ſupport of heir own clergy. This law ſeemed to 
give ſome check to the progreſs of epiſcopacy, and 
a zeal for the liturgy, in New-England. And if 


there had been no ſuch act, or the epiſcopalians had 


been exempted from all miniſterial taxes, as the 


| Quakers are, almoſt all who loved their money ber- 


ter than any thing elſe, might in the courſe of a few 
years have declared themſelves for, and adorned the 
communion of, the church But this is not de- 
ſigned as a general reflection on the people of that 


communion here ; ſome of whom are doubtleſs * ; 


ſons of ip, and ſincere piety. 
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SECTION vn. 


* he manner in which epiſcopal ein have ofier 


ſprung up in New-England, illuſtrated and exem- 
Pliſied in a letter o #1 the late Rev. Dr. Col MAN of 

2 to Dean, afterwards Biſhop, KENNET ; with 

Part of the Dean 5 anſwer *. . 


2 may perhaps bs” leſs invidious to ATV 
ſome things in the foregoing ſection, relative to 


the epiſcopal churches and miſſions in New-Eng- 
land, by ſome extracts from a letter of Dr. Col M Ax 
_.to Dr. Kenner, then Dean of Peterborough, than 
by giving any more recent inſtances, however no- 
torious. It was in 1712, that the letter from which 
the following extracts are made, was written by the 
former to the latter of thoſe worthy Divines. 


© Rev. Sir, Boſton, Nov. 1712. 
I am altogether a ſtranger to you, and muſt 


needs be unknown; for my name is much too 
_ © little to have been heard of by perſons of your 


* dignity in the eſtabliſhed church. But meeting 


with your excellent ſermon preached before the 
© honourable and moit reverend Society— 


-I can- 
not forbear aſking your leave to write you my 
4 thoughts upon an admirable paſſage I find there- 


$305 AF, 


Neither our "own people in thoſe parts, nor 
* their African ſlaves, nor their Indian neighbours 
have ought to accuſe us of. At leaſt we have 

% given no Juſt offence to the Gentiles there, nor to 


„ the church of God, We truſt we have not ſin- 


« ned againſt the breztren, and have walked ho- 


„The letters from which theſe extracts are made, are con- 
tained at large in the life of Dc. Colman, by the Reverend E. 
Turell, A. M. paſtor of Medford, P. e 8 

* nelly | 


* 
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1 © neſtly toward them that are without. We give 
* our money, our attendance, our correſpondence, 


* qur ſeveral ſorts of care, pains and trouble : 


« Forgive us this wrong: If we have done any 


other, God do fo to us, and more alſo.” 


Sir, there is ſuch an air of /incerity in theſe 


© words, that I cannot but have a perfect efeem of 


„ A K @ Px „ 92 K * * * M 


„ „ . 


2 . 


© the good, and truly noble ſpirit breathed in them, 
I doubt not but you fully believe as you ſpeak, 


« 
LY 
and are accepted by God in your pious deſires of 
N 

c 
c 
0 


ſerving the intereſts of religion in theſe remote 
parts of the earth. I greatly honour the inten- 


Hons of your moſt honourable Society, their 


abundant labours and expence. 
A more noble charity never was projected chan 
your ſending the goſpel! among the Heathen here, 


and into beat beni places, where the ſettlements 
have been made void of the form of religion, 


The harveſt of this nature is too plenteous thro? 
Virginia, Ma land. the Ferſeys, our Eastern 
country allo, and the Narraganſett, and ſome 


places about Rhode- Iſland, which have been too 
long neglefea, and ſuffered to run wild into ſec- 
laries, and prejudices againſt any init of the 
word at all. 


BY This vaſt and. waſte ſpace, deſolate bad periſh- 


, Cries aloud to you for your charitable care : 
A0 verily the fund which the Society has con- 


tributed and gathered is but too little yet by far, 
for theſe neceſſitous places; while at the ſame 
time many of your miſſions into our parts, are 
unto places where the goſpel is received and 


preached, and churches gathered in very good 
order and manner. Il cannot but let you know 
my thoughts, that the reverend and honourable 
Society have been once and again miſled, and 
even impoſed on by mil. informations, and pri- 


vate deſigns and intereſts, of perſons and par- 


2 ties 
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ties here, to miſpend (and fo neceſſarily pervert) 
great portions of their noble charity, to ſuch ends 
and in ſuch manner as do not at all anſwer the 
Propagation of the goſpel among us, but whieh do 
really break in upon and hinder the ſpreading and 

ſucceſs of it. To evince which, I will fairly _ 
the caſe, and offer an inſtance or two. 

* You muſt give me leave, Sir, to ſuppoſe a 


town and towns here, wherein religion is ſettled, 


miniſters legally fixed, the word of God faithfully 
preached, and the ſacraments of Chriſt admini- 


ſtred; arid yet there happen a diſcontented per- 


ſon or two in the place; or ſome difference about 


the placing a new houſe for public worſhip, or 
about paying their little rate to the miniſtry, or 
the like: Immediately they are adviſed, or in 


their own mind they propoſe to themſelves, yu 


< us ſend over fo the Lord biſhop of London, or to 


e the honourable Society for propagating the go- 


<« ſpel, for a miniſter of the church of England! 
« He will bring a Salary of C. 50 ſterling.” —— 
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Now ſuppoſe, Sir, they actually ſend and obtain, 
* I demand, whether it be not a real injury and 


©2008 of the Society and their charity ; their de- 


clared end, and the proper 4% of ſo great a gift 


as fifty pound per annum is? — Let are there ſe- 
veral ſuch notorious inſtances in our New- Engiiſh 


provinces. One was lately in the town of Brain- 
tree, within ten miles of Boſton, which applica- 
tion to you the Rev. Mr. Miles of Boſton refuſed 
to countenance ; and was free to ſay, that were the 


circumſtances of the place known, my Lord of 


5 and the Society would never approve of 

For it is a notorious matter of fact, that ſet- 
ii aſide iwo families in that party at Braintree, 
the reſt neither know why they ſought the church 
worſhip there, nor could be any crecit to it. Their 


number was ſo very minute, and their character 
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© ſo very mean, that when a miniſter. was ſent to 


them, he was aſhamed of his errand, and diverted 
to ſome other place of ſervice. . 


© This laſt year a difference happened in the town 
of Newbury about placing their meeting- houſe : 
The matter was brought before our general court, 


who determined it according to the free vote and 


act of the precin, whereby they had obliged 


themſelves to each other. Whereupon a number 


of them declare themſelves for the church of Eng- 


land; many of them, I will ſuppoſe, perſons of 
ſobriety and virtue, only in a pet, and to ſave 


their rate to their aged and worthy miniſter, Mr. 
Belcher ; utterly ignorant of the church they de- 


_ © clare for, nor offended in the leaſt with the form 
of worſhip or diſcipline which they turn from; 
—being till now among the moſt narrow and 


rigid diſſenters, — 


_ © In ſhort, Sir, there is a ſordid motive which 
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will find you beggars enough for your charity in 
our country towns ! if you will free them from 
rates to any miniſtry, and maintain it for them. 
lou will beſt judge, Sir, if there be no 
offence to the church of God, in the ſteps taken 


9 


y too many, here and there. — 


The worthy Dean wrote a very obliging anſwer 
to the foregoing. His letter is dated Sept. 13. 
1713: In which are the following paſſages. 


Rev. Sir, 


Though I ſeem negligent in my due acknow- 
ledgment of yours of Nov. 1712, yet among 


private friends I have often expreſſed my ſatisfac- 
tion in the ſenſe, ſtile and temper of it; and I 
now heartily accept ſuch a correſpondence, and 


wiſh the continuance of ir, for the ſake of our 


common cauſe of charity to ſouls, and zeal to our 
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I was under a great temptation of communis 
« cating your letter to a general meeting of our Sox 
ciety; that I might have their inftruftions for an 
anſwer to the particulars contained in it. But 
then I thought myſelf reſtrained by ſome prudent 
intimations of your own ; and I was very unwil⸗ 


ling to draw you into any controverſy or enyy, 
that too often attend us for ſpeaking PLAIN. , 


TRUTHS : For sven indeed I believe are the kind, 
informations ha give me relating to the Places 
you mention——lr is poſſible we are not fo in- 


tent upon our buſinels, as if it were for filthy. 


lIucre—— We are leſs exact in our correſpondence, 
and accounts, than if the dear liberty and property. 
of this world depended on it—However, our ge-, 
neral aim is, to purſue our genera] commiſſion. 
of planting chriſtianity according to the church of 


England, in thoſe parts of our Engliſh Plantar, 
tions, where there is no ſettled miniſtry - or, Sc.— 


After ſpeaking of the difficulties which the So- 


ciety were under, in reſpect of their diſtance from 
America, the diſagreement of accounts from hence, 


and expreſſing ſome hope that the time would 


come, when the Engliſh in America ſhould be all. 


of one heart, and one way of diſcipline and wor-. 


+ ſhip,” with (cveral other particulars, the Dean 
ee his letter in the friendly and catholic 
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manner following Our exchanging, Sir, the good 
0 


offices of common charity and a public fpirit, 
will help much, under Gop's bleſſing, to enlarge 

our bade and our affections alſo to each 
other; and ſo to meet nearer upon earth, and in- 


. parably in heaven. Let theſe be our mutual 


prayers and endeavours. 1 am, dear Sir, your. 
atfecti jonate e 7 Trend and Broiner, : 
WHITE Kenner. ; 


Now, 


5 Condut? of the Society, Sc. 55 
Now, the manner in which epiſcopal churches 
have been founded in the Maſſachuſetts and Con- 
necticut, has all along in general borne but too 
near A reſemblance to that repreſented in Dr. Co- 
Man's letter aforeſaid: And the worthy Dean was 
ſo juſt as to expreſs his intire belief of what the 
Dr. ſaid relating to the places which he mentioned; 
ſuppoſing theſe repreſentations to be ſome of thoſe 
Plain truths, which too often draw people into con- 
#roverſy and envy, He allo ſpeaks of it as the pri- 
mary deſign of the Society's inſtitution, to plant 
_ epiſcopal churches * in thoſe parts of our Engliſh. 
© plantations where there is no - /e:t/ed minil vl: 
though not excluſively of thoſe, where there are 
« good numbers who cannot in conſcience conform to 
the ways of worſhip different from the eſtabliſhed 
* church' of England. The invalidity of which 
plea of conſcience, as it relates to the preſent con- 
ore, will be ſhewn hereafter. 
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SECTION VI 


7 bot the aforeſaid Conduct of the Society i is not agree- 
Js able to the Lett: r or Spirit of heir Charter. 


UP POSING the truth of the principal. facts 
8 repreſented in the foregoing ſections; particu- 
Jarly as to the ſtate of religion in New.- England, the 
number of miſſionaries, c. maintained here by 
the Society, and the places in which they are ſup- 
Ported; which I conſider as the principal facts, even 
in diſtinction from the diſbonourable manner in which 
epiſcopal parties have often aroſe, been encouraged, 
and increaſed here; (which is conſidered only as 
an 1acidental circumſtance, not a principal fact, 
4 vw which the argument finally turns) Suppoling 
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the truth of thoſe facts, I ſay, almoſt any unpre- 


judiced perſon may eaſily ſee, that ſuch a conduct 


in the Society is not conformable to their charter 


in any one material circumſtance, but eſſentially re- 
pugnant thereto. The contraſt, or the oppoſition 
betwixt the charter and ſuch a conduct, may be 


made to appear in a very few words. 


1. It is allowed on all hands, that one üben 


end of this inſtitution, according to the charter, 
was, propagating the goſpel among the heathen bor- 


dering on the Britiſh plantations. But no one will 


pretend to ſay, that the miſſionaries in New- Eng- 7 


land are employed directly in bat good work. 
2. Another end was, the maintaining a public 
worſhip in thoſe colonies, where the people, though 


called Chriſtians, were wholly deſtitute and un- 
provided, ——where they * wanted the admi- 
„ niſtration of God's word and ſacraments, and 


<« ſeemed to be abandoned to atheiſm and infide- 
lity,” Sc. But, that this neither is, nor ever was, 
the true ſtate of New-England, at leaſt not of the 
Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut, is ſufficiently _— 
rent. 

3. Another end of the inſtitution, which is in- 
deed the firſt mentioned in the charter, Was, the 
benefit and aſſiſtance of thoſe plantations, in which, 


though there were ſuch miniſters as are deſigned i in 


the charter, yet there was not a tolerable or com- 


petent proviſion made for their ſubſiſtence; or, in 


the words of the charter, in which. the proviſion 
made for them wag very mean.” Whereas it is 
a known fact, that in moſt of thoſe places in New- 


England where the Society ſupport miſſions, there 


was a legal and competent proviſion before made 
for the ſupport of an “able, learned, orthodox 
tf miniſtry.” 1 0 

4. Theie three are the onlyends of the oficution 


| expreſly mentioned in, or that can fairly be infer- 


red 


- 
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red from the charter of the Society. And conſe- 4 


quently, if they have annually expended a large ſum 
here in New-England, not conformably to either of 


them, this muſt needs be a miſ- application. What- 


ever they have expended, more or leſs, to accom- 
pliſh ends different from theſe, or ſuch as are not 


directly ſubſervient to them, has been laid out in a 
manner not warranted by the charter; and therefore 
perverted and alienated from the true, important 
ends of their inſtitution, Let the Knowing and 

Impartial judge, whether this concluſion is fairly 


| drawn or not, ſuppoſing the. truth of the facts 


aforeſaid ; which are indeed too notorious to admit 
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SECTION 1X. 
Of Objections againſt the Reaſoning in the preceding 


Sections; and particularly as to a learned and or- 


thodox Miniſtry. 


FF the facts aforeſaid are allowed, no- ſolid ab- 
1 je#tion, it is conceived, can be brought againſt 


the general concluſion as to the perverſion or miſ- 


application of the Society's charity; though a 


perſon wha ſets himſelf to invent evaſons, may 
poſſibly think of a number of weak ones. And 

the ingenious Mr. Aptborp has been ſo lucky as to 

hit upon ſeveral ſuch in his Conſiderations, deſigned 


to vindicate the Society againſt that charge which 
has often been brought againſt their conduct in 
reſpect of New-England. One of theſe evaſions 
has already been hinted at: But it may be proper 


to ſpeak of it a little more diſtinctly, tho' briefly, 
here It is ſaid, the miniſters ſpoken of in the 


charter 


ak | 
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charter, are ſpoken of under the deſignation. of 
% Jearned and orthodox.“ ; 
| Now, as to learning; though the chern edu- 
cated in our young, but growing Colleges in New- 
England, may not vie with this gentleman, who 
brought with him the advantageous reputation of a 
conſiderable Scholar from one of the ancient and 
renowned Britiſh Univerſities, in which, it is ſaid, 
he reaped ſome laurels;——a reputation which he 
doubtleſs merited; yet, as the truly knowing and 
learned, are generally candid alſo, it is hoped that 
he will not abſolutely deny 7hat qualification to our 
clergy, in the degree neceſſary to render them uſe- 
ful and ſufficient miniſters, provided they are not 
defective in the other material point, orthodoxy. ' 
And, to do the gentleman juſtice, he ſeems wholly 
to wave the former, and to deny our-clergy nothing 
but orthedoxy ; in which, other people generally 
ſuppoſe, they are not deficient. After mentioning 
ir as the primary deſign of the inſtitution aforeſaid, 
to provide a maintenance for an orthodox cler- 
„ oy,” he ſubjoins, ** which (as the charter was 
1 obtained by the members of the church of Eng- 
& land) muſt, in all reaſonable conſtruction, mean 
a clergy of their own church *.“ So that, there 
being no ſuch miniſters amongſt L, in the ſenſe of 
the charter, it was incumbent upon the Society to 
ſupply Boſton, Cambridge, Sc. Oc. with ort bodox 
miſſionaries: in doing which, they conform to the ori- 
Zinal and charitable deſign of their inſtitution. This 
is the obvious intent of what the gentleman ſays up- 
on this head; though, for certain prudential reaſons, 
he did not chuſe, in a more explicit manner, ta 
monopolize all the orthcdoxy in New-England to 
himſelf, the other miſſionaries, and the people of 
the church of England; ſtigmatizing all our mi- 
niſters and churches as beretical or  #nortbadox, | 
2 Cant Po 11. 7 1 
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T bis is indeed the unavoidable conſequence of his 
_ appropriating and confining the terms orthodox mi- 
niſters, to thoſe of the epiſcopal communion, Bur, 
to have reproached us thus in plain words, might 
have been a bolder ſtroke than the times would 
well bear as yet; and ſo, rather prejudiced than 
ſerved the cauſe in which he is engaged. This 
might -perhaps have. contributed to fruſtrate the 
modeſt hopes which he expreſſed of great ac- 
ceſſions to: the epiſcopal party at Cambridge, in 
his letter to the Society ſoon after his miſſion there, 
dated Aug. 30. 1760. ſome time before the church 
was © fit for divine ſervice,” For it is ſaid in the 
abſtras printed in 1761, that Mr. Apthorp had 
written, that the building of the church was in 
* ſuch forwardneſs, that he hoped it would be fit 
e for divine ſervice in November; and particular 
care had been taken to make the ſtructure uſeſul 
6 and durable, as well as decently elegant; and, in. 
$ caſe of future acceſſions to the congregation, it 
* might be ea/ily enlarged ; and he had the ſatisfac- 
„e tion to add, that it already promiſed to be one of 
« the beſt ſupported, and moſt flouriſhing churches in. 
America“.“ It would doubtleſs be a great pity 
that the gentleman's wiſhes and expectations ſhould, 
prove abortive, if there is no orthodox miniſter in 
Cambridge belides himſelf, though there are three 
of our congregational churches, as well as the Col- 
: lege, in that town. 
But the following conſiderations, ſome of which | 
were before hinted at, will be ſufficient to ſhew 


- E * 


that our miniſters are not deſtitute of ortho- 


doxy, although they are not conformiſts to the 
church of England; and that the gentleman is a 
little too ſc161h, in endeavouring to engroſs the 
whole of that precious commodity to himſelf and his 
party, Though if ori/bodoxy has the PROpenty: 
+: Ares, 17615 p. 4:45. 
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which an eminent divine of the church of Eng- 
land * farcaſtically aſcribes to it,. that of © eo- 
„ vering a multitude of fins,” I will not deny, but 
yet do not affirm, that they have rather more occa- 
fon for it than thoſe whom they would ſtrip of it, 
kaving them nothing better than charity to ſupply 
Its place 
Orthodoxy, in the commonly. received ſenſe of 
the word amongſt proteſtants at leaſt, notwithſtand- 
ing its general ety mology, relates particularly to 
doctrinal points, or articles of faith, as diſtinguiſh- 
ed from opinions about the beſt modes of eccleſiaſ- 
tic polity, external order, rites and ceremonies. To 
theſe latter it has no reference in its moſt common 
ule. And it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that a gentle- 
man fo well ſkilled in Chriftian philology as Mr. 
Aptberp, will diſpute this point. 
PFrom whence it follows, that miniſters or de 
differing widely in epinion about an hierarchy, 
diſcipline, and modes of worſhip, may yet be 
equally orthodox; agreeing nearly in the ſame com- 
mon faith reſpecting Gap, Ixsus Cnals r, his of- 


| kices and redemption. 


It is alſo a known fact, that the miniſters and 
churches in New-England, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, if any, agree in doctrinal points, and 
therefore in reſpect of orthodoxy, with the church 
of England, according to her articles relative to 
theſe points. 5 
It is moreover known, or at leaſt generally 1 
poſed amongſt us, that our New-England miniſters, 
a very few excepted, adhere much more cloſely in 
their preaching, both to the letter and ſpirit of thoſe 
_ doarinal articles, than moſt of the epiſcopal clergy 
themſelves, whether here or in England. And if 
this be fact, as I am fully perſuaded it is, the for- 
mer are really more 05165 0 than the latter, even 
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1 to the articles of theit oun church. Be- 
des: 
By the ſame rule that this gentleman and ſome 
others deny our miniſters the title of orthodox, li- 
miting it to the clergy of their own church;“ 
they muſt deny it to the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed 
church of Scotland, and of all other churches, 
except perhaps that of Rome. For none of them 
fully agree with the church of England, except in 
doctrinal points, as we alſo do; which, it ſeems, is 
not ſufficient to denominate them orthodox. Ac- 


cording to which pretence, there will be no ortho- 


dox miniſters in the world, except of the church of 
England : And is not this very modeſt and candid! 
Divers of our laws relative to miniſters, and in 
which they are deſigned as orthodox, having had the 
allowance of the King, the Head of the Engliſh 
church, this ſeems to be a royal acknowledgment 
of their orthodoxy. And is it not ſomewhar pre- 
ſumptuous for any of the members of that MAES to 
contradict their Head! 
Notwithſtanding thoſe miniſters ited churches in 
England, with which ours in New-England very 
nearly agree in doctrine, diſcipline. and worſhip, 
have often been abuſed by the epiſcopalians as /chiſ- 
matical, on account of their diſſent from the church 
there eſtabliſhed ; yet they have not often been re- 
proached as 1 heretical or un- orthodox in 
that reſpect. So far from it, that I do not think 
there can be a ſingle epiſcopal divine of reputation 
produced, or other approved writer on that ſide 
within a century paſt, who has taxed them in a 
body as heretics, or denied them to be orthodox, 
on account of their non-copformity, Mr. Apttorp 
ſeems to have forgotten that the epiſcopal divines 
in England, even in their higheſt flights, have ge- 
nerally diſtinguiſhed berwixt heterodoxy and ſchiſm; 
while he, it ſeems, is for confounding them toge- 


ther, | 
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ther, and will not allow us to be orthodox even in 
New- England, uhleſs we will become conformiſts 
to a church that is not eſtabliſhed here. 

It has before been obſerved, how unnatural it is 
to ſuppoſe that King WrII Ian deſigned to limit 
the terms orthodox miniſters” in the charter, to 
thoſe of the church of England; and thereby to 
brand the miniſters of all other proteſtant churches 
as heterodox; which were to ſuppoſe that catholic- 
ſpirited Prince as great a . as uy of his royal 
Predeceſſors. 1 5 

Beſides: The whole air and templerden of the 
charter are catholic in the higheſt degree: There is 
no hint or alluſion therein as to any differences 
amongſt proteſtants. The grand end propoſed 
therein, is propagating the poſpel, the principles of 
true rel gion, and the Chriſtian religion, in oppoſition 
to atheiſm, inſidelity and popery : And orthodox mi- 
niſters ſtand there in direct oppoſition to pop iſh 
prieſts and jeſuits; as before obſerved. It is there- 

fore contrary to all the rules of good criticiſm, as 
well as to catholic chriſtianity, to appropriate and 
confine theſe terms to the miniſters of the church 
of England, and thereby to hereticate the mioiſters 
of all other proteſtant churches, Nothing can be 
leſs conformable to the language, and whole ſpirit 
of the charter. — | 

If this argument of Mr. A pthorp. were of any 
Fade, it is not eaſy to ſee why the Society might 
not ſend miſſionaries into Scotland to convert the ; 
Kirk to Epiſcopacy, by virtue of their charter, as 
well as into New-England, to convert us; except- 
ing only that Scotland is not a plantation, colony 
or factory beyond ſcas;“ and, in that reſpect, cer- 
tainly not within the deſign of the charter. 

This point may be now diſmiſſed with reminding 
the reader of the reply of Mr. Hoparr to ſome of 
his antagoniſts, relative thereto. “ If,“ ſaid che : 

ag they 
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they think that none but the clergy of the church 
of England are in a legal ſenſe orthodox miniſ- 
ters, Dr. MacspARRAN can inform them how 
that matter was determined by the King in 


&« TokR EY“. + 


„ Second Addre t, p. 1433. 


. Some of the more bigotted ſort of epiſcopalians amongſt 


us, ſcruple not to ſay boldly and plumply, that we have no 
goſpel miniſters at all; no ſacraments, or goſpel- ord inances, 
nor any chriſtian churches ; for this goodly reaſon, that our 


- Miniſters have not had epiſcopal ordination after the mode of 
the church of England. Where they learn this filly cant, it is 


not worth while to enquire. I am not willing to impute ſuch 
pitiful conceits to the ingenious Mr. Ap b. fp; eſpecially ſince 

his anonymous friend in the piece dated at Cambridge the 25th 
March laſt, and publiſhed in the New-England CHroni le, ſpeaks 


of him as no bigot, but a catholic-ſpirited gentleman ;—as one 


who is “ ſo far from thinking every punctilio in the modes of 
* worſhip eſtabliſhed in the church of England, jure divizo, that 
he makes no ſeruple to confeſs even to thoſe who ecede from 
her, that he is of opinion no particular mode of worſhip can 


e be pieciſely aſcertained from any thing revealed in the New - 
% Teſtament, and that therefore mutual forbearance ought to be 


s exerciſed in this reſpe&,”—as one © publicly averring he de- 


„fired not to make one proſelzte from the congregational cuurcn;” 


—and * keeping up a friendly interchange of viſits with its 


4. PasTOR” — There ſeems, however, to be ſome difficulty in 
- reconciling this declaration, that he de/zres not to make one proſe- 


| bite from the congregational church, with the hopes expreſſed in 


his letter to the Society, of future acceſſions to his 'own congrega- 
"ion, ſo that there might be occaſion for en/argizg the cnurch, 


&c. (fee before, p. 59) But perbaps it was from the College 


only, not from the congregational church at Cambridge, that 
He flattered himſelf with ſuch large acceons to the ſmall epiſ- 
copal party there. In which reſpect the gentleman is ſuppoſed 


to have been not a little diſappointed—— 
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council, in the caſe between him and Mr. 
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7 ze Plea of 0 onſcience, as it . ” the. preſent 
Question, confidered. 


the means of religion already, in other prote- 
«* ſtant communions; Mr. Apthorp ſays, % This 
<< is not univerſally true: or wherever it happily 
sis true; this brings us back to the claim of li- 


© berty of conſcience. The means of religion are 


* NO MEANS to him whoſe conſcience cannot uſe, or 
does not approve them: no more than Popery 


* or Mahometaniſm afford the means of religion i 
« to a good Proteſtant, who happens to reſide in 
46 Popiſh or Mahometan countries *.“ Something 


of this ſort has been ſaid in divers of the anniver- 
ſary ſermons before the Society; and Mr. Apthorp 


might perhaps take the hint from that excellent Pre- 


late who now ſo worthily pre/ides over the church 
© of England,” [I hope he meant in ſubordination 
to the 97570 * AND THE SOCIETY ITSELF; 


(Conf. p. 19.) This great Prelate, a diſtinguiſhed | 
member of the Society, is one of. the two witneſſes 


whom Mr. Apthorp ſummons to bear teſtimony“ 


in favour of the Society, after producing that of 
Biſhop BerKLEy, another member of the Society, 
in this cauſe. Speaking of whom conjunctly, he 


ſays, he © confidently reſts his proof on the unex- 


_ «« ceptionable teſtimony of two moſt candid and 
<« truly Chriſtian Prelates, Sc. (p. 18.) The teſ- 
timony of the worthy Biſhop BERKLEVY has alrea- 
dy been taken notice of. The other of theſe wit 
neſſes is quoted by Mr. Apthorp as having given an. 


-M 2 p. 14+ 


anſwer 


JY way of anſwer to the objection ſo often le 
againſt the Society's conduct in ſupporting 
miſſions in thoſe colonies, where the people © have 
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anſwer ſimilar to his own, to the objection afore- 
ſaid, in the following words ——*® An objection to 
& the conduct of the Society is, that they have ſent. 


© miſſionaries to ſome places in which there were 
« already Chriſtian aſſemblies eſtabliſhed and ſup- 


e ported. But in the leaſt exceptionable of 7he/e 
* aſſemblies, there are ſeveral things which the 


&* conſciences of many (we apprehend, with great 
„ reaſon) cannot acquieſce in; who were not there- 
« fore to be left deſtitute of public worſhip ; 


* eſpecially as our charter was granted in expreſs 
„ terms, for the maintenance of an orthodox clergy 
in thoſe partsÞ.” So that, it ſeems, one mate- 
rial point which his Grace is called to bear teſ- 
timony to, is, that the con/ciences of many people 
in theſe parts cannot acquieſce in ſeveral things 
found even in he leaf? exceptionable of our Chrifian 

aſſemblies, &c. Let me make a few remarks upon 
the foregoing paſſage in the Conrfiderations, thus 
ſupported by the feſtimony of this great Prelate. 


And, . 1 | 


1. Mr. Apthorp plainly allows that the people in 
| ſome of the colonies have the means of religion al- 
ready, without the Society's charity, in other pro- 


teffan! communions; by ſaying that this is not uni- 
verſally true; or wherever it happily is true, 8&c. 
2. If this is happily true in any of the Ameri- 


can colonies, I conclude he will allow it to be ſo in 
this province and in Connecticut, which have much 
the faireſt pretenſions to ſuch a pre- eminence; and 
to the proceedings of the Society in which, the ob- 
jection principally relates. It is therefore con- 
ceived, that it may be naturally taken as a conceſ- 


ſion of Mr. Apthorp, that in theſe principal parts 
of New-England, where fo many epiſcopal miſſions 


have been ſupported by the Society, the inhabitants 


I Conſid. p. 21. 
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had the means of religion already, in other protef- 
tant communions. 

3. Therefore, according to the reaſoning i in the 
preceding ſections, which needs not to be here re- 
peated, theſe are not ſuch colonies as were the pro- 
per objects of that charity: For their ſtate in re- 
ſpect of religion, is eſſentially different from that 
of the places deſcribed in the charter, and for 
which a Charitable proviſion was made thereby. So 
that the money expended here by the Society as 
aforeſaid, is not employed in conformity to the 
true intent of the charter : For who can, with the 
leaſt appearance of reaſon, ſay, that the charter 
makes proviſion for thoſe plantations, in which the 
people enjoyed the means of religion already, in 
ANY proteſtant communion? thoſe in which a ſuf- 
ficient number of proteſtant miniſters of any de- 
nomination were competently provided for, and 
God's public worſhip was conſtantly upheld? 
4. As to the plea of conſcience, That there are 

; fome perſons amongſt us, who cannot uſe the means 
of religion, which they have in our proteſtant com- 
munions; and that to ſuch perſons theſe are no 
MEANS, any more than Popery or Mahometaniſm, 
&c. if theſe very conſcientious people were as in- 
= tirely proteſtant in their ſentiments, as our commu- 
- Mons are in their nature, it might perhaps in part 
remove the difficulty, What there is in the leaſt 
exceptionable of our truly Chriſtian and proteſtant 
allemblies, which ſhould give offence to the con- 
ſciences of ſincere, good proteſtants, neither Mr. 
Apthorp nor his GRACE has particularly declared: 
Whether it be the preaching, fo ſtrictly agreeable _ 
in general to the doctrinal articles of the church of 
England; or the devout prayers, not read to Gop, | 
but « dictated by the heart, as in the truly primitive 
and apoſtolic churches; or the adminiſtration of 
the lacraments in the moſt ſimple and ſcriptural 
| manner 
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manner, without any of thoſe additions which the 


wiſdom of the clergy afterwards invented; or whe- 
ther it be any thing elſe, we are left to conjecture ; 


and ſo cannot particularly anſwer this objection - 
againſt our proleſtant communions, as Mr. Arthorp, 
or Chriftian aſſemblies, as his GRace is pleaſed to 
call them. It ſeems they both decline giving theſe 
the name of churches: But for what reaſon, it is 
not eaſy to ſay. It is to be hoped, they can form 
ſome idea of a truly chriſtian and proteſtant church, 


without a King or Queen at its head; without nu- 
merous acts of parliament to model its conſtitution, 


and eſtabliſh its ceremonials; without printed 
forms of devotion ; and without an hierarchy re- 


ſembling that of the Romiſh church, in which one 


great Prelate pręſides over the whole, with all tbe 


inferior religious orders, the loweſt of which are as 


it were trodden in the dirt; an hierarchy which, 


in a word, may be compared to Jacos's ladder, 


«If foot on earth, its top above the ſkies,” 


If there are any perſons amongſt us, who have 
no conceptions of a truly Chriſtian church, but in 
connection with ſuch things as theſe, it is not in- 


deed ſtrange that the means of public religion which 
they might have in our proteſtant communions, 
ſhould be no MEANS to them; or that their con- 


ſciences ſhouid not fully acquizſce in them; not 
even ſo readily as they might in Popery. Indeed I 


have myſelf heard ſome epiſcopalians amongſt us, 
who were reckoned very good church-men, ſay, 
that they ſhould much prefer the communion of the 
church of Rome to ours; and would ſooner go to 
maſs than come to our aſſemblies, if there were 
here any Romiſh, and no Engliſh churches, This 
T1 declare, of my own certain knowledge, and 
could mention names; and I have divers times 
heard credible perſons ſpeak of ſome conſcientious 


E 2 epilcopalians 
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epiſcopalians amongſt us, as expreſling themſelves 
after the ſame manner: Though, to do them juſ- 


tice, I do not ſuppoſe that theſe ſentiments gene- 
rally prevail amongſt them. Some of them may 


poſſibly, without going theſe lengths, have cònſci- 5 
entious ſcruples about the means of religion in our 


proteſtant communions : But to ſay, that becauſe 


there are ſome things or circumſtances attending 
them, which they cannot intirely acquieſce in or ap- 


prove of, therefore they are abſolutely no MEANS 


at all to them, is at beſt a very n poſi- 
tion. However, 


9. It is readily granted, that great allowances 


ought to be made for weak and ſcrupulous, tender, 
and even erroneous conſciences; and for the preju- 
dices of education, in matters merely of a reli- 
gious nature. And this plea of conſcience ought 


to be allowed valid thus far, viz. That theſe con- 
ſcientious people among us ſhould not be compelled 
to join in our proteſtant communion ; but left intire- 
ly at liberty to worſhip Gop according to the epiſ- 


copal mode, even though we may think it conſi- 


derably leſs proteſtant and ſcriptural than our own. 


Indeed there are not a few of them, whom we 


ſhould be far from defring to ſee coming to ur 


communion, unleſs they were much more conſeientious 
in ſome other refpects, than they appear to be 


The government here neither pretends nor deſires 
to deprive them of their religious liberty : Though, 
by the way, had the government in England al- 

loved our Fore-fathers the like liberty of conſcience, 
they would have had no occaſion to take refuge in 
New. England, from their ſufferings for non-con- 


formity. Bur, 


6. How good a plea ſever this of ben f 


may be for liberty, in oppoſition to all reFraint or 
conſtraint in matters purely religious; yet it ſeems 


far from a tolid one as h—_ by his Grace the Arch. 


biſhop 
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t;ſhop of Canterbury, and Mr. Apt borp, in order to 


Juſtify the Society in the application of fo much of 


their money, or even any part of it, for the ſup- 
port and increaſe of the epiſcopal party among us, 


The reaſon is obvious from what has been ſaid be- 
fore: Their whole fund and revenue are otherwiſe 


appropriated by their charter itſelf; viz. to the 
propagating the goſpel among the Heathen, and to 


the maintenance of God's public worſhip in thoſe 


antations, in which no competent proviſion was 


before made for miniſters ; and in which the people, 


for want of the means of religion in any prote- 
ſtant communion, ſeemed abandoned to atheiſm and 
infidelity, or in imminent danger of being pervert- 


ed to popery. To alienate their revenue from theſe 
important ends, under a pretence of gratifying 


ſome ſcrupulous conſciences, in places where a legal 
and competent proviſion was before made for the 
maintenance of miniſters, and a public, proteſtant 


religion; is a manifeſt abuſe and perverfion of that 


charity, even upon ſuppoſition that theſe conſcien- 


tious people among us were much to be pitied, and 


really the objects of charity. If any perſons in 


England, in their private capacity, ſhould think it 


a deed of charity to advance money for ſupporting 


epiſcopal churches here, for the ſake of thoſe com- 


paratively few conſcientious people, to whom the 


means of religion which are to be had in our pro- 
teſtant communions, are No MEANS at all, any 

more than Popery or Mahometaniſm ; they have 
an undoubted right to do it. But the caſe of the 
Society is eſſentially different in this reſpect, from 


that of private perſons: They have not the ſame 


right to diſpoſe of their money, that a private man 


has to diſpoſe of his property; the former being 
particularly appropriated to certain uſes and ends, 
from which it may not be alienated to any others, 
even though good in themſelvs. 
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the great Prelate aforeſaid; 


dence, is far leſs apparent ;- 
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That argument which Mr. Apthorp quotes from 
that the charter 
< was granted in expreſs terms, for the maintenance 
« of an orthodox clergy” in the colonies z cannot 
be thought one of his Grace's © invincible rea- 


= ſons” which Mr. Ap:horp ſpeaks of, till it is 


proved that no clergy men beſides thoſe of the church 
of England, can properly be called orthodox mi- 
niſters, even though they adhere to the doctrinal 
articles of that church more cloſely than her own 


clergy. But enough of this before. And the in- 
telligent reader is now left to judge, whether Mr. 


Apthorp had reaſon to uſher in his #wo witneſſes, as 


| he does in the following words To take 
leave of this popular objection with /o full a confu- 
lation, that it will be diſingenuous ever to advance 
e It again; the writer confidently reſts bis proof on 
e unexceptionable teſtimony,” &c.“ That he 
does this confidently, no one will deny; but that 
theſe teſtimonies are ſo intirely unexceptionable in 


this cauſe, as to be a juſt en for ſuch confi- 


ed as teſtimonies of the party accuſed. Bar yet it 


is not eaſy to ſee, why he might not call in the 
Society as witneſſes in their own cauſe, with as 
much propriety at leaſt, as he had before ſubmitted 


his defence of them to their own judgment and deci- 


Aion. One of the witneſſes, however, biſhop BERRK 
LEY, ſays nothing directly to the main point, as 
to the miſſions in. thoſe colonies wherein proteſtant 
_ churches were before ſeltled: The other, his GRAce 
of Canterbury, does; but yet perhaps not ſo con- 
vincingly, as to render it quite diſi e ever 10 


advance this oljection again. 
Conſiderations, p. 18. 


SECTION 


eſpecially conſider- 
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SECTION XI 


of the: great Good which Mr. Apthorp ſuppoſes the 
Society have done by their Miſfionaries, in bettering 
the general State of Religion _— Us, 


PON this head the ingenious gentleman ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus: Thar the ſtate of 
religion among ourſelves is now ſo much ſupericr 
to what it 4 when the miſſions were firſt ap- 


4 
c 


% pointed, is, under God, ſo greatly the work of 


« the Society, che to give this reaſon for their 


withholding their protection from our churches, 
is to make "the ſucceſs and benefit of their de- 


Ln] 


cc 


„ ſign, an argument againſt it*,” 


1. Who ever gave this reaſon for their withbold- 


ing their protection from the epiſcopal churches here, 
that the ſtate of religion among ourſelves is now /o 


much ſuperior to what it was? "&c. They muſt be 
ſtrange objectors indeed, who could object after this 


manner ; which is the plain import of Mr. Ap- 
thorp's words And one may be confident, with- 


out preſumption, that no perſon among us ever ob- 


jected againſt the Society's conduct, or their miſ- 


ſionaries, that the ſtate of religion among us is 


much ſuperior to what it was formerly; ; though 
many have objected the direct contrary. 


2. As to the important fact which Mr. Apthery 


ſuppoſes, viz. that the ſtate of religion here is 
much ſuperior to what it formerly was; many per- 

ſons who were men of obſervation before either Mr. 
Apthorp or I was born; who have always lived, and 
ſtill are living, in the country, will by no means 

agree with him. In their opinion, the general 
ſtate of religion in this country is not ſo good as 


* Confi luis, p. 17. 3 
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it was © when the miſſions were firſt appointed in 
« itz” though I will not myſelf aſſert any thing 


poſitively upon this head. But, 


3. Though this fact were certainly true; yet it 


is by no means a clear point, that this reformation 


is ſ greatly the work of the Society or their miſſion- 


aries, as he is pleaſed, in his great civility to them, 


to take for granted. I might engage to bring 


twenty perſons, who think the religious ſtate of the 


country worſe than it was, and who attribute this 


in a great meaſure to the ſame, cauſe to which he 


aſcribes the reformation of it, for one that he can 


produce to ſupport his double hypothelis, But 
ſuppoling the reformation real; yet there is no 


reaſon to think that this is greatly the work of 87 
Society, if at all. 


4. Suppoſing the truth of both theſe facts; yet 


this will not juſtify the Society in a miſapplication 
of monies entruſted with them; and negleQing 


| thoſe places which were the direct, proper objects 
of their charity, according to the charter. To 
plead the good done in ſuch a caſe as this, however 


undiſputed, though it may be confidered as ſome 


_ apology for, yet it cannot be conſidered as a pro- 


per viadication of, thoſe who did it; eſpecially if 


it has occaſioned the neglect of a much greater good 
to the heathens, or to thoſe colonies wherein no to- 
lerable proviſion was made for the adminiſtration 
of God's word and ſacraments. This plea is as 
invalid, as if, when a particular perſon is accuſed - 
of miſapplying the money put into his hands ex- 
preſly for the uſe of A, periſhing with hunger and 
cold; it ſhould be alleged i in his vindication, that 
he had laid it out for the benefit of B; and fed 


and. cloathed him more elegantly than he was cloath- 


ed and fed before. How would this excuſe him in 
leaving A, the intended and proper object of the 
charity, to periſh for want of thoſe things that 
i Wo 
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are needful for the body ? The application is on 
and cannot be miſtaken, 


SEC T ION XI. 


| Some farther reflettions on the ſame Point, occaſi oned 
by the Conſiderations. 


HUT Mr. Apthorp deſcends to ſome particulars, 
B. in which he ſuppoſes the ſtate of religion 
among us is greatly improved by the charitable 
care of the Society. Every one,” ſays he, who 
+ knows the hiſtory of this ee muſt acknow- 
«© ledge, that the religious ſtate of it is manifeſtly 
« improved: notwith$tanding the IM ORALITIES 
& and defects which we lament, and wiſh to re- 
« form in the preſent MANN ERS and principles. 
Religion no longer wears among us that ſavage 
« and gloomy appearance, with which ſuper#ition 
s had terribly arrayed her: its ſpeculative doctrines 
are freed from thoſe ſenſeliſs horrors with which 
< fanatticſm had perverted them: Hypocriſy has 
worn off, in proportion as men have ſecn the 
beauty of holineſs : and above all, that extermi- 
nating monſter perſeculion, is irſelf exterminated 
both from the temper and practice of the age. 
* Much indeed remains to be done in MANNERS and 
„% Pity," & c. + How , are we indebt- 
ed to the Society! | 
But yet here ſeems to be a conceſſion, that the 
boaſted reformation in the ſtate of religion among 
us, very little, if at all conſiſts in the improve- 
ment of our morals, manners, and piety. It is not 


pretended by Mr. Aptborp, that there has been any 
+ Confurationr, p. 17: 
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conſiderable reformation in theſe reſpects, ſince the 


miſſions were firſt appointed here, which is greatly 
the work of the Society. But 


He ſays, Religion no longer wears among us that 


Savage and gloomy appearance, & c. And, not to 
_ diſpute with this ingenious, gentleman about ſmall 


matters, it ſhall be allowed, (If that is what he 


means) that the faces of people in general are leſs 
grave and folema than they were a century ago, or 


even ſince the inſtitution of the Socicty : And this 


e it may alſo be conceded, is greatly the 


work of the Society, by the inſtrumentality of thoſe 


good gentlemen the miſſionaries, who commonly ap- 


pear with a pretty gay, debonair and jovial counte- 


nance, But it is not quite clear from hence, that zbe 

fate of religion is now much ſuperior to what it was 
before. If divers of our Forefathers had ſomewhat 

oo long faces, and a too ſet, formal air; yet they 
might be very pious, virtuous and worthy men. 
And though I would by no means deny the vene- 
rable Society or their miſſionaries any praiſe which 


may juſtly belong to them for contributing to the 


mirth, gaiety and chearfulneſs of our countenances; 


yet methinks the gentleman went a little too far in 


uſing the expreſſion savace and gloomy appearance z 
partly (unleſs I miſtake his meaning) to expreſs his 


diſlike to the faces of our good Fathers, ſome of 


whoſe pictures he may probably have ſeen. And it 


may perhaps be worthy of his conſideration, whe- 


ther this diſlike might not in part be owing to the 
unſkilfulneſs of the painters of thoſe days. But 
be that as it may, it might ſtill be wers of his 


conlideration, whether, Fines the miſſionaries came 


among us, many people are not run into an ex- | 
treme quite oppoſite to gloominels and preciſeneſs, 
and even to that gravity and ſobriety which become 


the Chriſtian character; putting on a light, thought- 


leſs air and behaviour. Hie will not deny but that 


people 
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people may riot, laugh and frolic, curſe, ſwear and 


game too much, as well as wear too grave and for- 
mal a countenance. Thoſe are much worſe, and 
more dangerous extremes than this. And many 
perſons that were men before either of 1 was born, 


can atteſt that ſuch exceſſes are, beyoud all compa- 
riſon, more frequent ſince the church of England 


prevailed here, than they were before; and have in- 


creaſed in ſome proportion to its flouriſhing. But, 


what the true cauſe hereof is, ſuppoſing the fact, 
is another point: And, for my own part, 1 will 
not affirm that this is greatly the work of the So- 


ciety. 


But the gentleman intimates, that the ſtate of 


religion is much improved among us, in reſpect of 
its ſpeculative doctrines, how little ſoever it may 
be in reſpect of manners and prety:- 


Ats ſpeculative 
dodtrines, Tays he, are freed from thoſe ſenjeleſs bor- 
rors with which fanatici/m had perverted them, Let 


it be here obſerved, 


I. That Mr. Aptherp ſ-ems not only too kart, 


but a little impolitic in giving ſuch an account of 
our Forefathers. He had juſt before ſpoken of re- 


ligion among them, as having been zerribly arrayed 


by ſuperſiition. And here they are repreſented as a 


parcel of wretched Fanatics, who had perverted the 


ſpeculative doctrines of religion with ſenſeleſs hor- 
rors. Mr. Apthorp in bis Conſiderations (p. 23.) 


expreſſes great indignation at the Author of a ſup- 


poſed inſult on the memory of a deceaſed miſſion- 
ary; which was yet, perhaps, no inſult. But 


whoſe memory does this ſame gentleman now in- 


ſult in ſo licentious a manner? In effect, the me- 
mory of all the pious Fathers of New-England, 


ſo juſtly venerable and dear to their poſterity, 
whole faith is in ſubſtance the ſame with theirs to 


this day. So that he does, in a ſort, inſult the liv- 


ing and the dead at the ſame time; and not a few 
e 


—— —:: — 
* c py "3 


—ͤ—— WU le. yes Bois — _ —_ ——— —— = 
— 2 — 


RT 


to 
* 


9 


4b — 2 
— _— — 


. cc. M, . kk" 


3 


8 — 


— — 


— - 
— — —*⸗ C T————— ——ů— 


— en, i 


— — r 
* —— — Morte "on — 
— , ,⏑,⏑,‚« a 3 -e_—__ 
— — —— — — 


— — —— 
2 3 . "Ip 
— . 8. 
= . > Aer nie A BEE 2s IA DT 
— — — van] AS. Fe wa Vw 


— — — 238 3 ö — 
_ Moe Gab Nb — — —— to eb — 


TTT 


of ſinners 
to render virtue uſeleſs and even a crime: 
* theſe horrors,” &c. + I believe hardly any « one 
who reads this paſſage will doubt but that the Cal- 
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particular perſons only, but the people of a country 
in general. This, to be ſure, does not ſeem the 
likelieſt way to make proſelytes to the church.— 

2. This outrage is the more to be wondered at, 


becauſe the gentleman does, by natural implication, 


inſult the Fathers and Founders of his own church 
at the ſame fime. For it is a known fact, that the 
ſpeculative dofirines almoſt univerſally received and 
profeſſed in New - England from firſt to laſt, are in 
effect the ſame with thoſ: of the church of Eng- 


land according to her articles. I ſuppoſe, with 
others, that the gentleman had here a more parti- 


cular view to the Calviniſtie doctrines of original 
fin, juſtification by faith alone, election and re- 
probation. In this ſentiment I am confirmed by a 
paſſage in a ſermon of Mr. Apthorp, publiſhed a 


year or two ſince; wherein he expreſſes himſelf 


with ſo much contempt and horror of thoſe, who 
© draw portraits of the Dz1TyY from the ſangui- 
© nary paſſions of the worſt men: repreſenting 
ce the all-merciful Father as the tyrant of the uni- 
«© verſe, reprobating his creatures, pre- determining 
<* their crimes, and predeſtining their eternal mi- 
be ſery: of perſons who falſcly charge on Chriſ- 
tianity 2 % ſubverſive of all moral obliga- 
„tion, leading weak minds into enthuſiaſm and 


licentiouſneſs of perſons by whom c a juſt 
attention to the cauſe of virtue is reproached as 


«« derogating from the glories of HI, who hath 
„ ſanttified us with His blocd: and the juſtification 


1s propoſed in ſuch a manner, as 


viniſtic doctrines aforeſaid, are thoſe to which Mr. 


Apthorp refers in his Conf derations, as the Jpecula- 


+ The Conſtitution of a C hriſtian Church, &c. p. 8. Preached 
at t the Conſecration of me 1 new Church 1 in Cone 
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tive dofrines of our ſuperſiitious, fanatical Forefa: 


thers; the effects of which are ſuppoſed to have 
been, the making them ſavage and gloomy, and 
filling them with /en/eleſs horrors, I would not he 
over confident ; but yet take this to have been his 


true meaning. And, what the church of England 
profeſſes in her articles reſpecting thoſe doctrines, 


the reader may be pleaſed to ſee in the margin, 
where the ſubſtance of ſeveral articles is quoted: + 
Whereby one may be the better able to judge of 
Mr. Apthorp's ſincerity and conſiſtency in ſubicrib- 
ing thoſe articles as part of his faith; though it is 

indeed poſſible that he has altered his opinion ſince, 


as a very honeſt man might do. But, 


+ © ARTICILE IX. Of crizinal or Firth-Sin, Original fin 
« ftandeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do 

vainly talk) but it is the fauit and corruption of the nature of 
every man—and therefore in every perſon that is born into 
4c this world, zt de/erveth God's wrath and damnation.— | 
„ AgTicue XI. Of the Foſtification of Man. We are ac- 
counted righteous before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our works = 
« or deſervings.” — Bs 
 « AgTIcLE XIII. Of Works before Juſtification. Works 
« done before the grace of Chriſt, and the in{piration of his 

Spirit, are not pleaſant to  God—yea, rather for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but that they have /e nature of fin. 
% ARTICLE XVII. Of Predeſtiration and Election. Predeſti- 
nation to life is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, whereby 
(before the foundations of the world were laid) he hath con- 
ſtantly decreed by his counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from 
curſe and damnation, %, whom he hath choſen in Chriſi out 
„F mankind, to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, 
as veſſels made to honour, —As the godly conſideration of 
predeſtination, and our election in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, 
pleaſant, and unſpeakable comfort to godly perſons ;—o 
for curious and carnal perſons, lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, 

to have continually befere their eyes the ſentence of God's predeſ- 
tination, is a moſt dangerous downfal, whereby the Devil idoth 
thruſt them either into 4 eration, or into wretchleſneſs of 
„ moſt unclean living, no lets perilous than deſperation.” 
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3. To ſpeak . ſincerely, I own it is my private 
= opinion, that it has been too common a thing for 
he people in New-England to expreſs themſelves in a 
1 manner juſtly exceptionable upon theſe points, 
| however agreeably both to the letter and ſpirit of 
the articles aforeſaid : But yet, believe, not more 

1 exceptionably than many eminent divines of the 
1 oF of England did in the laſt century. 
q mY probably true, that for half a century 
ij oſt, many miniſters and others in New-England 
| have diſcourſed more cautiouſly upon thoſe points 
ii than the greater part did before; and ſome perhaps 
laue run into an oppoſite extreme: Which may be 

[4 owing to the prevalence of the church of England 
amongſt us; many of whoſe miniſters, if not the 

if moſt, have long preached in a ſtrain almoſt diame- 
\i trically oppoſite to the articles aforeſaid. But up- 
li on ſuppoſition that we are really indebted to the 


| Society or their miſſionaries in any degree, for free- 
1 ing the ſpeculatibe doctrines of religion amongſt 
i us, from what Mr. Aptherp calls ſerſeleſs Horrors; 
1 (which will not be generally allowed) yet we may 
Wl well think it ungenerous and inconſiſtent in this 
| gentleman, to revile our Foreſathers as a company 
== of ſuperſtitious, ſenſeleſs Fanatics, for adhering ſo 
„ cloſely as they did to the doctrinal articles of the 
 -.--- Church of. England... - 
Mr. Apthorp adds, as another particular of our 
reformation, which is greatly the work of the So- 
ciety, that hypocriſy has worn off in proportion as 
men have ſeen the beauty of holineſs. © As to which it 
may be obſerved, that we have not more clearly 
ſeen the beauty of bolineſs ſince the prevalence of the 
church of England amongſt us, than it was diſ- 
| ' cerned before, except perhaps by way of contraſt. 
He does not pretend to ſay, that the ſtate of reli- 
gion has been improved here, ſince the miſſions, in 
reſpect of morals, manners or piety. So that the 
Heoline ſs 
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holineſs which he ſpcaks of, ſeems to be ſomethin 
diſtinct from theſe; and what ſort of holineſs that 
is, I will not pretend to conjecture. But whereas he 


ſuppoſes that hypocriſy has worn off in proportion to 
the glorious diſcovery of it in the church of Eng- 


land; I muſt obſerve, that the moſt deteſtable hy- 


pocriſy | in the light of God and wiſe men, is that 


which is ſhewn in a zeal for rites and ceremonies, 


for external modes and forms, eſpecially uninſti- 


tuted ones, the inventions of men; while the zeal- 
ots are comparatively negligent of the weightier 


matters of the law and goſpel. Of which kind of 


hypocriſy there has unqueſtionably been much more 
amongſt us ſince the Soc ety was inſtituted, than 
before. But, to what this is to be aſcribed, is an- 


other queſtion : I will not lay, it is greatly the work 
F the Society, 


Mr. Apihorp ſubjoins : And above all, that ex- 
terminating monſter perſecution, is itſelf erlerminated 


both from the temper and practice of the preſent age. 


This he mentions as another inſtance in which the 


ſtate of religion is manifeflly improved among us, 
by means of the Society and the epiſcopal miſſions. 
And any one, ignorant of the country, would from 
hence naturally conclude, that there had been here 


Ads of uniformity in worſhip, rigorouſly put in exe- 
cution, till the eſtabliſhment of epiſcopal churches 


In theſe parts: For otherwiſe this is not fo perti- 
nently ſaid, as might be expected from ſo ingenious 
"0 gentleman. But this is a miſtake at beſt : No 


ſuch acts ever took place here, ſo far as I have 


learnt. But if there were, in the early days of 
the country, ſome inſtances of unjuſtifiable ſeve- 
rity towards the Quakers, Sc. they were uſed much 
leſs under the notion of theſe people being diſ- 


ſenters from our mode of worſhip, than of their 


being diſturbers of the peace, and of our religious 
aſſemblies; in which reſpects they were indeed very 


diſorder! Ys 
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diſorderly, abuſive, and highly culpable. Some 
learned and good men in England, who had not a 
thorough underſtanding of the caſe, have, for this 


reaſon, paſſed much too harſh a judgment on the 


conduct of our Forefathers; though I will not un- 


dertake to vindicate all their conduct relative to 
this point. But ſuppoſing them to have been juſtly 


chargeable with ſome inſtances of perſecution; 


from whom? from what church did they learn 
this practice? Epiſcopalians, certainly, ſhould lay 


Moreover: How blameable ſoever our Fore- 
fathers might have been in this reſpect; yet how 
does it appear that our reformation therein is 
greatly the work of the Society ? Nothing of that 

ind had been known amongſt us for many years 
before the Society had any miſſionaries among us, 
or was itſelf in being, Nor is it a little odd that 
this gentleman ſhould inſinuate, that the poſterity 


of thoſe who fo cruelly perſecuted our Fathers out 
of England into America, ſhould follow us hither 
to teach us charity and moderation, and to exter- 

minate the exterminating monſter Perſecution from 


among us! Is he in jeſt or in earneſt ?—Where- 
ever we learnt Chriſtian forbearance and charity 
towards thoſe that differ from us, he may be al- 
ſured we did hot learn it of the church of England; 
from which our beloved and honoured brethren in. 


England, even at this day, do not in all reſpects 


find the kindeſt uſage ; being ſubjected to divers 


temporal inconveniences on account of their non- 


conformity. And notwithſtanding the gentleman 
| ſays, perſecution is exterminated, both from the 
temper and practice of the preſent age; I have 
myſelf heard ſome of the epiſcopalians amongſt us 
ſpeak with much regret, and even indignation, of 
x 4 AR of toleration, by which that of uniformity 
was in part repealed, 3 it is credibly reported, 


that 


Conduct of the Society, Sc. 81 
that ſome of the warm epiſcopalians here, have 
ſaid," They hoped for the time when they might /hoot 
Wiſſen ters as freely as they mig ht ſhoot pigeons. Not 
a few of them diſcover alke ſpirit. Let the reader 
then judge, whether the exterminating monller is 
intirely exterminated; and if ſo, how greatly this 
7s the work of the Society and their miſſionaries. 

It does not appear, upon the whole, that we are 
at all indebted to the Society for the improvement 
of the ſtate of religion amongſt us, in any of the 
inſtances which this gentleman mentions: It is pro- 
bably in ſome reſpects, particularly as to our mo- 
rals, worſe than if there had never been an epiſco- 
Pal church in theſe parts. But upon ſuppoſition 

that what Mr. Apithorp ſays as to this matter, was 
true in fact; ſtill it muſt be remembered, that this 
is no juſtification of the Society in alienating their 
fund and revenues from their direct, Proper ends ex- 

preſſed in the charter. 8 


SECTION XIII 


Farther refiefions relative to the Views 1 Conduf? of 
_ the Sociely, the State of Religion in New-England, 
and the prevalence of E piſcopacy Fere ; 00119 Re- 
marks on ſome expreſſions in Dr. Bearcrott's er 
mon re Ie Scciech, 1744. 


\R. BrakcRorr, who has many years been Se- 
cretary to the Society, near the beginning of 

his ſermon before it, ſpeaking of the defign of the 
inſtitution, expreſſes himſelf in a very rhetorical ſtile 
about the great “ charity of bringing back their 
e brethren in America to good manners and a 


— FE chriſtian life?” -- And had he ſpoken only of pro- 
F feſſed 
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feſſed epiſcopalians, or of people in ſuch an hea- 


theniſh ſtate as thoſe in ſome of the colonies, no 
one would have doubted the charitableneſs of ſuch 


a deſign, But to me it is evident that he compre- 
hends us Congregationaliſts and Preſbyrerians i in 


New-England, in the terms brethren in America. 


Taking this for granted, it may be obſerved, that 
how much ſoever we may be obliged to him for his 


catholiciſm in acknowledging us for his brethren, 


notwithſtanding our apoſtacy from epiſcopacy ; yet 
we are not much obliged to him for the inſinua- 


tion, that we are ſadly departed from good man- 


ners and a chriſtian life; ſo that the deſign of the 
Society 4% bring us vack thereto, is produced as an 
argument of their prodigious charity. And if by 


thus bringing us back, he really intended any thing 


more than converting us to epiſcopacy, the Society 


have hitherto failed very much in their charitable 
deſign. For though their miſſionaries have, firſt 


and 1:ſt, made a conſiderable number of proſely tes 
from our churches, many of whom needed to be 
bettered in their morals; yet it may be queſtioned 


whether any of them have thereby been brought 
back to good manners and a chriſtian life: Poſſibly - 


there may have been ſome, though I never knew an 
example of it. But the examples of the contrary 


are numerous: I mean, of perſons whoſe morals, 


though not unexceptionable before, were apparent- 


ly much worſe after their being thus epiſcopally 
converted. It is a known fact among us, that theſe 
prolelyres often become exceeding looſe, profligate, 
vain and cenforious ; ſeemingly placing no ſmall 
part of their religion in railing at their unconverted, 
11. e. congregational and preſbyterian, neighbours, 
whole lives are chiiftian, excepting this one capi- 


ta] fault, that they 8 g0 to MezTiINnG every Lord's- 


day! 
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Conduct of the SOCIETY, ce” By 
The doctor a little afterwards ſeems to be quite 


in a rapture, when he ſays, ** Ihe word of God 
e mightily grows and prevails in New-England, 


* according to the liturgy of the church of England.” 


Brave indeed | What good news was this 17805 1 


far country ?!——that the word of God ſhould 


mightily prevail here according to the liturgy; which 
me ſeems to conſider as the ſtandard, or the touch- 
ſtone, by which the word of God was to be tried. I 
ſuppoſe he had lately been reading ſome of the 


pompous, hyperbolical accounts of the miſſionaries 
concerning the ſucceſs of their pious labours. Of 
many of which accounts from time to time, as to 


the number of their converts, bapriſms, commu- 
nicants, Cc. 1 have at preſent only time to ſay, 
that no perſon who knows any thing particularly 


about America, can read them without aſtoniſh- 
ment; though the direct proof of a negative in 
ſuch caſes, however falſe the accounts may be, 1s 


no eaſy matter —— Could the Doctor have truly 
ſaid, that pure religion mightily prevailed in New- 
England according to the Holy Scriptures, and that 
the converts to the church were generally pious, 
virtuous and good men, it might have been a tri- 
umph altogether as becoming a Chriſtian divine, as 
that the word of God prevailed according to the li- 
_ targy. Or if he had ſaid that the word, inventions, 
and commandments of men, mightily prevailed in 
 New-England according to theliturgy, he might per- 


haps have come nearer the truth. But with ſome 
gentlemen, it ſeems, the liturgy ! the liturgy ! is 


all and all. If that is embraced, from whatever 


petulant, frivolous humour, or diſhonourable mo- 


tive, O! ! then, to be ſure, the word of God might1! y 
grows and prevails ; and every unſtable fon of Rev- 


BEN, every thoughtleſs, giddy changeling or out- 
calt, is, without more ado, repreſented as ; brought 


back to good manners and a chriſtian life. Theſe 


F 2 proſely tes 


; Words 
- $6. eiples of the church of England !'*— 
deed! And therefore we Congregationaliſts and 
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proſelytes are, perhaps, ſpoken of in the accounts 


tranimitted to the Society, as perſons of very good 
characters, of much conſideration z and commended 
for their penetration. I lately met with a very re- 
markable account of the ſagacity of ſome of them 
in one of the as, and the prodigious improve- 
ment which they had made in a ſhort time under the 


documents of a miſſionary : It was to this purpoſe; 


They had diſcovered that there were in the li- 


turgy no remains of popery and the maſs book, as 


they had formerly ſuppoſed !—Nor are there a 
few epiſcopalians, who ſeem to have much the ſame 
opinion of hat comp 1/151, that the old Epheſians 
had of their famous, ac image, which they 


were ſo confident, fe'l down immediately from Fupi- 


{cr ; and of their church, that thoſe zealots had of 


their goddeſs, when they bawled by the ſpace of 


two hours together, Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
fans | [ 


The DoRor ſays e 3 The powers there 
e in being li. e. in New- England] to do them 
© juſtice, had taken care tor God's public worſhip, 


7 and erecting ſchools for the education of their 


& youth: What occaſion was there then for 


the Society to maintain miſſions and ſchools here at 
a great expence, to the neglect of the Heathen, and 


of thoſe colonies in which no ſuch pious care was 
taken by the Government; which, according to 


their charter, were the di et proper objects of 
their charity? Is not this at beſt very myſterious ? 


O, no! the Doctor explains himſelf in the next 
—* but not in the true orthodox Prin- 
Sad in- 


Preſbyterians in New- England, being 5 
worſe a ſtate than the others, were proportionably 


ſo much the more proper objects of the Society's. 


charity; to the end that the word of God might 
— mightily 
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mightily grow and prevail here according to the li- 
turgy; Whether the Heathen, and thoſe that were 
but one degree better, had the word and goſpel of 
God preache ta them at all or nor. Here the 
Doctor explains at leaſt the ſentiments of his own 
ſoul, probably the views of the Society alſo, But 
can the unprejudiced even among the epiſcopalians, 
think it a matter of equal impor tance to convert us 
to epiſcopacy, and ſome confeſſediy anneceſſary ce- 
remonies, however decent, as to propagate the know- 
ledge of the only true God and Jeſus Chriſt among 
the Heathen, or in heatheniſh places, where there is 
hardly any appearance of religion ? It w-re doubt- 
Jels better that E ſhould be deſtitute of thoſe ſu- 
per-eminent, ſuper-abundant, and, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, ſuper- ſcriptural means of 
grace and al yarn, which are to be had in tie com- 
munion of the church of England, than that any 
of thoſe for whom Chriſt d ed, ſhou'd periſh for 
want of God's own word and ſacraments, or be 
perverted to Popiſh ſuperſiilion and idolatry, 
It would doubtleſs rejoice the Doctor's Heart, if 
the piers here in being, inſtead of contenting 
themſelves with taking care for God's public wor- 
ſhip according to his own word only, ſhould be 
convinced of their error and neglect in this reſpect; 
and for the future take care for it according to the 
liturgy: Which may be about as much of an - 
provement upon the Bible, as ſome of the Society's 
conduct is upon their original plan according to 
their charter, Yea, I believe it would not a little 
_ refreſh the good gentleman, only to hear that the 
| Powers in being in New-Englond (if ſuch a thing 
ſhould ever be) on ſome public occaſion, went in a 
body to church; though it were only from the ſame 
principle that the great Syrian Captain and Cour- 
tier formerly atrended his royal maſter to the houſe 
of RIMMOR, when he went to bow and worſhip 
8 there. 


_ 
K 
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there *. The Doctor might probably conſider this 
as an indication, that they were gradually coming 
off from their /ifneſs and preciſeneſs ; poſſibly 
conclude, that in their hearts they condemned their 
Forefathers ſeparation from the church of Eng- 
land; and intended to lead the riſing generation into 
an opinion, that the differences betwixt that com- 
1 munion and ours are quite inconſiderable. How 
might this exalt his hopes into a plerophory? And 
what a ſure preſage would it be, that the glorious 
ra was nigh at hand, when the word of Gop 
ſhould ftill more mightily grow and pi in 
New-England according to the lurgy | / 
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That the Society Have long had a formal deſign to root 
14 out Preſbyterianiſm, Sc. and ta eſtabliſh both 
4 Epiſcopacy and Biſhops in the colonies : In purſu- 
1 ance of which favourite projet, they have in a 
= great meaſure neglected toe impariant ends of their 
14 | ititution. 


bd Tis h rdly poſſible to account fur the Society? s 
4 conduct, without ſuppoſing them to have had 
Mt ſuch a deſign; and this being once ſuppoſed, it 
15 will ferve to explain, and ſhew the conſiſtency 
thereof; not indeed with the charter, but with it- 
ſelf. And as to the truth of the fact, that they 
have long had this deſign ; ſuch evidence ſhall now 
be produced, as may in this caſe be deemed the 
belt, ther own. | 
In the Account of the Society, publiſhed 1706, 
which has been mentioned before, pref ſpeaking of 


* Kings, ch. vi. 


the 


| cc 


cc. 
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the © independent congregations” in New-Eng- 
land, they ſay: Several other ways of diviſion 
* and ſeparation did ſo much obtain in other of 
our colonies and plantations, that this made it 
«© more neceſſary to think of providing for a regu- 
e lar and orthodox miniſtry to be ſent and ſettled 
* amongſt them; to remove thoſe prejudices under 
or which the people generally laboured, and to pro- 
«© mole, as much as poſſible, an AGREEMENT in faith 
e and worſhip—*” This can mean nothing more 
or leſs than uniformity, or a general conformity to 
the doctrine, diſcipline and worſhip of the church 
of England: Which ſeems to have been what 
ſome Bad! in view, even before the inſtitution of the 
Society; though there is nothing in the charter 
which countenances the propagation of the church 
of England, in oppoſition to other proteſtant 
churches; as before obſerved. . 
In the ſame Account they ſay, They have been 
careful of recommending the diſcipline of the 
church of England as far as the conſtitution of 
thoſe countries will pyibly admit. The want of 
2 Biſhop or ſuffragan in thoſe parts was often 
< complained of ——And this matter has been 
« carried as far as the difficulties i in it would hi- 
therto allow, and is under ſuch farther ſolicita- 
tion and advances, that we hope ſhortly to ſee a 
happy ſucceſs of it. In the mean time, all young 
ſtudents in thoſe parts, who defire epiſcopal or- 
dination, are invited into England; and their 
expences in coming and 8 are to be de- 
* frayed by the Society f.“ 
In the Aſtra? AY 1711, hay ſay, It 
* having been frequently repreſented to the Socie- 
6 ty, that there is great want of a Biſhop to govern 
** thoſe miſſionaries, whom the Society has or ſhall, 
« from time to time, ſend over to New- England, 
ED, Accvunt, ce. p. 11, i FP. 74. 
7 — 4s 


cc 


£6 


7 "6 


cc 


ce 
£6 
"T7 
ce 
| 60 


88 0 Obſervalions on the Charter and 
„as well as the reſt of the clergy in thoſe and 


formerly done in this matter ,“ &c.— 
5 way of preparation for a Suffragan, « or Bi- 


e the adjacent colonies; and to ordain others, and 
« to confirm the children of the clergy and laity; 
ce this matter has been moſt ſeriouſly conſidered of, 


and is yet depending before the Society, and in 


the mean time, and i they can bring it to bear, 
„ they are looking out for the beſt and moſt com- 
„ modious place, to fix the Sce for the ſaid Bi- 
6+ ſhop®*.? —— 3 

Dr. KEN NET, a member of the Society, part of 
whole letter to Dr. CoLMan was quoted before, 
lays in another paragraph, “ It is our being miſin- 
% formed and miſguided in ſome ways, that in- 
<« creafes our defires of having Biſpops ſettled. in 
„ thoſe foreign parts committed to our care. 
I hape your churctes would not be jealous of 


$5414," ETC; 


In the Abjrra® printed 1715, the Society fay, 
After all, upon the renewed inftances from the 
% gyuirnors of provinces, miniſters, veſtries, and 
„private perſcns in the plantations, for ſettling. 
* e<cclcfiaſtical Syperiors there, without whom the 
« church muſt rather decreaſe than increaſe; and 
© from a full conviction of the expediency there- 
* Gi, Biſhops being never more wanted there than 
„ now; the Society's endeavours have been em- 
% ployed, not without experce this year, in Paving 
« the way for ſuch, by all proper applications, and 
due Preparations ; Not to mention what has been 
And 


«& ſhop, in one of the Sets upon the continent of 
America; the Society having thought fit to pur- 
e chaſe a ſeat for his reſidence ſome while ſince at 
„% 6001. ſterling expence ,“ Sc. There are ſe- 


vera! pages of this Ara? Allee with chis affair of 


Arc 1511. P. 27, 28. 
4 3 So | | 2 F. 54. Pill 5 
iſhaps 
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Biſhops i in America, Later Abſtra#: and other re- 
cords might eaſily be produced, in order to ſhew 
what a favourite object this has been with the So- 
ciety. And one ſtanding inſtruction of the Society 
to their miſſionaries, is in theſe remarkable words, 
viz, © X. That they frequently viſit their reſpective 
« pariſhioners ; thoſe of our own commuzion, to 
<« keep them ſteady in the profeſſion and practice 
* of religion, as taugit in the church of England; 
and thoſe that oppoſe us, or diſſent from us, to 
„ convINCE and RECLAIM them,” Sc. This 
clearly ſhews what they are after. It will alſo be 
obſerved here, that w are conſidered as PARISH- 
IONERS of the miſſionaries, no leſs than proleffed 
epiſcopalians: And we are often ſpoken of a5 sv 
by them in their letters to the Society, as appears 
by the Abſtradts. How aſſuming is this !— 
Ihe affair of Biſhops has lately been, and pro- 
bably now is, in agitation in England. And we ſee 
the Society ſpare "neither endeavours, applications, 
nor expence, in order to effect their grand deſign 
of epiſcopizing (if I may uſe the term) all News- 
England as well as the other colonies. And it is 
ſuppoſ:d by many, that a certain ſuperb edifice in a 
neighbouring town, was even from the foundation 
deſigned for the Palace of one of the humble ſuc- 
ers of the apoſtles. 
But however that matter may be, the following 
things are evident: | 
1. That the Society have long had a formal de- 
fign to diſſolve and root out all our New- England 
churches ; - Or, in other words, to reduce them all 
to the epiſcopal form; or, in the words of their 
own Account, before ited to promote, as much 
« as poſſible an agreement [uoiformiry] in faith and 
„ orſhip . 
2. This fully and clearly accounts for their being 
ſo ready to encourage ſmall epiſcopal parties all over 


cc 


adequate to the real exigencies of thoſe people 


90 Obi ballons on the Charter and 
New-England, by ſending them miſſionaries, Ec. 


although the people had the means of religion 
already, in other proteſtant communions.” For 
theſe handſuls of people, ſcattered here and there, 
it is ſuppoſed, or at leaſt hoped, will in time, by 
ſome means or other, become conſiderable for num- 


bers; and at length eat out, or apſorb, all our 
churches. 


But ſuppoſing them finally to carry this Gr. 


ite point, at a vaſt expence, as I hope in God they 


never will ; yet one would thiok it impoſſible even 
for themſelves to imagine, that the intereſt of re- 
ligion 1n the colonies would be a quarter part ſo 
much ſerved hereby, as if they had employed this 


money in thoſe ways which are plainly pointed out 
in the charter, and from which they have alienated 
it. Is the effecting an exact uniformity among us in 
diſcipline, modes of worſhip, ceremonies, &c, an 
object worthy of any attention or expence, in com- 


Per with that of maintaining a public worſhip 
n places deſtitute thereof, or the converſion of the 
Hen Can wiſe men, free from bigotry and the 


ſpirit of party, poſſibly think it is, though they 
are themſelves epilcopalians 1 in ſentiment : ? 


8 E 105 T I 0 N . 
That by ſupporting little Epiſcopal Parties in New- 


England, and endeavouring to convert Preſbyteri- 
ans, Sc. to the Church of England, contrary to 


- the whole ſpirit of the Charter, the Society have 


actually defrauded the People who Were tbe proper 
Objects of their Charity. 


F the Socicty's fund, together with the annual 
collections, legacies, Oe. had been more than 


who 
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who were indiſputably the proper objects of that 
charitable inſtitution; and they had applied only 
the ſurpluſage for the ſupport and encouragement 
of the epiſcopal party in New-England, in oppo- 
ſition to preſbyterians, &c. their conduct would 
have been much leſs exceptionable than it is: 
Since, upon this ſuppoſition, others would not 
have been zz ured by ſuch an application. Though 
even in this caſe, it might well be queſtioned whe- 
ther their conduct would have been intirely juſtifi- 
able; becauſe their charter warrants neither their 
receiving nor expending any money for ſupporting 
any one party whatſoever amongſt proteſtants, in 
oppoſition to another; but only for the common 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, in oppoſition to atheiſm, in- 
fidelity and popery. But the Society have by no 

means thus abounded in money. They have been 
making great complaints for half a century paſt, 

how ftraitened they were for money; how much 

their annual expences exceeded their certain annual 

income. Dr. HuTTon, biſhop of Bangor, in his 


ſermon before the Society 1745, (p. 24.) ſays, 


they have borne ** an expence frequently more than 
«6 five times equal to their certain annual income.“ 
Theſe repreſentations have been very pathetically 
made from time to time, in order to induce good 
people of all denominations to aſſiſt them in fo pious 

a work, as that of ſupporting the public worſhip 
of God in thoſe colonies which mult otherwiſe be 


dekſtitute of it, and propagating the goſpel among 


the poor Negroes and Indians. This ſhall at any 
time be proved at large by quotations from the ſer- 
mons, and other publications of the Society, if 
any perſon of reputation denies it, as I am confi- 
dent no one will preſume to do. And yet, while 
theſe loud, and almoſt tragical complaints have 
been making, the Society have been expending 
large ſums every year in New-England, quite _ 
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yond the deſign of their inſtitution, to ſupport and 
increaſe the epiſcopal party as ſuch; greatly to the 


negli ct of the Southern colonies upon the continent, 


the Indians bordering upon us, the Well Tadia 
iſlands, and the many thouſands of Negro ſlaves in 
them; all of which and whom were the direct 


proper objects of their charity; and whoſe names 


were ma d uſe of moſt pathetically, to excite com- 


paſſion in, and draw money from, well-diſpoſed 


people of every denomination! It needs no proof, 


that by how much more was done by the Society 


for the ſupport of the epiicopal party here; by fo 


much leſs muſt unavoidably have been done for the. 


Heathen, or for the colonies in a ſtate but little bet- 
ter than that of heatheniſm. And if the Society 
cannot, in this reſpect, be ſaid to have © robbed 
„other churches,” to eaſe and gratify the epiſco- 
palians here; yet they may be ſaid to have robbed 
the Heathen, the flaves, and hcatheniſh colonies 
aforeſaid; who had an excluſive right, according 
to the charter, to the benefit of that very money 
which has been ſunk in the epiicopa] gulph here, 


where the people actually “ had the means of reli- 


gion in other proteſtant communions.” He 


that can conſider thele facts, and ſuch a flagrant 
 abuie of a noble inſtitution, without admiration, 


has doubtleſs that qualification which the poet 


ſpeaks of, as the moſt eſſential foundation Of Laps 
ns 


Nl adnirari prope res s eſt una, Numici, 
Solaque que proflit facere & ſcrvare beatum. 


Even upon ſuppoſition that the Society has ſuch 
an extraordinary “ diſcretionary power?” as Mr. 
Apthorp ſneaks of; (which will hereafter be conſi- 
dered ſo that they cannot be juſtly charged with 
violating their charter, by expending their money 
for the ſupport of an n epiſcopal party in New-Eng- 

land, 
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land, to the prejudice of other colonies, Sc. or if 
they have a legal right to act thus; yet in how ex- 
traordinary and unaccountable a manner do they 
uſe that ſuppoſed right and power | Can any wiſe 
and candid man, who allows the main facts and 
circumſtances as before repreſented, poſſibly think 
the intereſts of Cur 13T's kingdom ſo much ſerved 
in this way, as they might have been by a different 
conduct in the Society? If they are not, this is 
certainly a miſapplication both of their charity 
and their power, in ſome degree. For whatever 
powers or monies the Society are entruſted with, 
they were to be employed in ſuch a manner as 
| ſhould moſt effectually anſwer the ends expreſly 
mentioned in their charter. And they have all 
along profeſſed to apply their fund and revenues in 
ſuch a manner as ſhould be likely to do the moſt 
good, and beſt to ſerve the general intereſt of reli- 
gion in the colonies, and adjacent countries. That 
| they have not done ſo, but alienated their revenues 
from a truly noble, to a compara atively mean, nar- 
row, party deſign, is as certain as any thing of this 
nature can be: Tho I would by no means be un- 
derſtood as charging ſo reſpectable a Bop y with 


any wilful, criminal abuſe of power, or miſappli- 
cation of monies. 
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SECTION XVI. 


077 the good that might probably have been FRY had 
the monies which have been miſapplied in ſupporling 
the Epiſcopal Party in New- England, been ap- 


plied ace a to ihe true and noble . 5 the 
Infiuntion. 


TT i is no inconfiderable ſum that the Society have 
ſunk in the epiſcopal gulph here in New-Eng- 


land, quite beyond, and therefore contrary to, the 


deſign of their inſtitution ; there being no medium, 


as has before been obſerved, betwixt a right ap- 


plication of their fund, conformable to their char- 


ter, and a perverſion of it. According to the Ab- 
tract 1730, L. 705 ſterling was expended on the 
miſſions, &c, in New- England. In 1739, the 
Jum was LF. 1030 ſterling. And in 1761, the lateſt. 
Alſtradt which 1 have been able to procure, it was 


L. 1270. Theſe diſburſements, it muſt be remem- 
1 are excluſive of books to be diſtributed, and 
other incidental charges. So that, according to a 
moderate calculation, there may have been about 
J. 1200 ſterling expended by the Society for New- 
England, one year with another, for 32 years paſt ; 


amounting to J. 38,400 
And about 45 200 per Annum for 20 


- otal, Er. excettcd, 42, 400 ſterl. 


But then a deduction is to be made on account 


of that part of this ſum which may have been ex- 
pended conformably to the deſign of the charter, 
in ſupporting the public 1 in ſome places in 


New-England, fe Rhode-Iſland govern- 
2 ment, 


© 


*.# 
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ment, where the Society's charity was needed. If 
we deduct /. 7400, there has been about 35,000 
ſterl. miſapplied in New-England, according to the 


reaſoning in the preceding ſections. I ſhall take 
the liberty to go upon this ſuppoſition, though J 


do not pretend to be very exact as to the guantum; 
I believe it is not leſs than that. The benefit of 


this ſum then, other perſons, the Negro ſlaves, 


Indians, and heatheniſh colonies, have been deprived 
of; though the money was as it were collected in 
their name, or with a profeſſion of employing it in 
their ſervice. e odilft = Ayes”, 

Now let it be conſidered, how much good might 
probably have been done to the ſouls of theſe 


people, the direct, proper objects of this charity, 


had the aforeſaid ſum of 35,000 ſterl. bzen duly 


applied in maintaining and propagating chriſtianity 


among them, inſtead of being laid out to ſupport 
and increaſe the epiſcopal party in thoſe towns of 
New-England, in which people“ had the means 


of religion already, in other proleſtant commu- 


« ions.” - Forty or fifty miſſions might, with this 


ſum, have been comfortably maintained among the 
Heathen, and in heatheniſh places, every year, for 


more than thirty years paſt; and a conſiderable 


number for ſeveral years antecedent thereto. Ir 
is well known that in ſome of the Southern colo- 
nies, there are large diſtricts of 10, 20, 30, and 
40 miles extent, and I think more, wherein there 
is no public worſhip of any kind regularly kept up, 
for want of miniſters; in which colonies there are 
alſo many Roman-catholics and flaves. And their 
ſtate, to this day, anſwers very exactly to the de- 
_ ſcription in the charter, of thoſe places which are 


therein marked out as the objects of this charitable 
inſtitution, The ſame in general is applicable to 


ſome of our Weſt-India iſlands, all which ſo much 


avound with Negro ſlaves. 
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Let us ſuppoſe then, that about one half the 
aforeſaid ſum had been employed in ſupporting miſ- 


ſions and ſchools in thoſe colonies, and the other 


half among the Indians bordering upon us. How 


= good might probably have been ee Oy 


keeping up ſome form ot religion, and giving a 
check at leaſt to infidelity, vice and barbarity in the 
former; and by propagating the knowledge of 
true religion amongſt the latter? In what degree it 2 
might have pleaſed Almighty God to ſucceed theſe 
millions s, It is indeed impoſſible for man particu- 
larly to ſay. But ſuch an application of the mo- 
ney would unqueſtionably have been right and pro- 


*% according to the charter: And the deſign 


ad at leaſt been charitable, noble, and laudable, 
whatever the ſucceſs had been. Nor is there any 


reaſon to doubt in general, but that ſome, yea, 


great & good would have been done, if all the miſap- 


plied morey had been diſcreetly expenced in theſe 
ways. The general ſtare of religion in thoſe colo- 


nies would, in all. probability, have been much bet- 
ter at this day than it is. Many perſons might 


have been reſtrained from open vice and impiety; 
not a ſew brought to a ſerious ſenſe and practice of 


religion; a great number of the Negro flaves in, 


| and the 1 near, the colonies, brought to ſome 


hopeful knowledge of God and truth, had as many 
pious, and duly qualified miſſionaries been ſent to 
one and the other, for thirty or forty years paſt, as 


might have been tolerably ſubſiſted on the afore- 


ſaid ſum, which has been very little, if any thing 


beiter than thrown away Fea, which many think 
Treal'y worſe than thrown away, ail circumſtances 
conſidered, Nor am I either aſhamed or afraid to 


own myfelk of this latter opinion; being perſuaded 
that there is leſs real religion now in thoie paits of 


New England, where it has been expended, than 
there would have been, had it been ſunk in tbe 


octan- 
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ocean inſtead,of the epiſcopal gulph here: Though 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that any epiſcopalians can 
be of this opinion; neither is any ſtreſs laid upon 
it in the preſent argument. But even allowing that 
ſome good has been done by converting a number 
of preſbyterians, c. to the church of England; 
yet what ſober and candid perſon can poſſibly ima- 
gine, that the common cauſe of chriſtianity has 
been a tenth part ſo much ſerved hereby, as might 
have been reaſonably expected from a different ap- 
plication of this money, in ways directly and indiſ- 
putably agreeable to the intent of the charter? 
What the venerable Society may think of theſe 
things, I cannot pretend to ſay : But I know, 
many wiſe and good men think they have reaſon 
to bleſs God, that. they are not themſelves to give 
an account to him for ſuch managements; and that 
the blood of ſo many as have probably periſhed 
thereby, will not be required at THEIR Hands. 


—_—_— 
. 7 


SECTION XVII. 


Farther Reflections on the Society's neglefing the 

Southern Colonies and ibe Indians; and a parti- 
cular Inftance of the latter, with reſpeft lo the 
Iroquois, or Five (alias Six) Nations. 


1 HOUGH TI will not affirm it for truth, yet 
1 HI have been very credibly informed, that the 
People in ſome of the Southern colonies, and parti- 
cularly in thoſe parts of North Carolina which were 
intirely deſtitute of miniſters, have made earneſt 
and repeated applications to the Society for miſſion- 
aries to be ſent to them; ſometimes without any 1 
anſwer at all, for years together; and at laſt with- 


98 O:fervations on the Charter and 
but ſucteſs. And fome ſolid, ſenſible and ſerious 
perſons from that country, with whom 1 converſed 
in Boſton ſeveral years ago, I think gave me the 
fame account: But whether they did or not, | know 
they made ſuch a repreſentation of their ſad ſtate 
for want of miniſters, and expreſſed ſo ſerious a 
deſite of having the public worſhip of God intro- 
duced among them, that at this very moment it is 
mot in my power to refrain from tears in reflecting 
om it. What they told me, at leaſt confirms in 
ſome meaſure the report aforeſaid, concerning the 
ineffectual ſolicitations from thence to the Society 
who perhaps had it not in their power to comply 
therewith, by reaſon of the large expence which 
they were at in the noble deſign of ſupporting and 
increaſing little epiſcopal parties, or factions, here 
and therein New-England. And according to the 
Abſtract, 1761, the Society had only five miſſion- 
aries in the whole country of North-Carolina, while 
they had about thirty in New-England ; chiefly in 
the moſt populous towns of it, where a due and 
legal proviſion was made for the ſupport of mini- 
ſters, and the public worſhip of Gd! 
As to the Indians; no one can doubt but that 
there have been, and ſtill are, ſome great diſcou- 
ragements in attempting to chriſtianize them. But, 
according to divers appearances, the Society have 
had this work leſs at heart than that of propagating 
Mg the peculiarities of epiſcopacy and the liturgy in 
New. England, in oppoſition to preſbyterianiſm and 
congrezationaliſm. The neglcEt of the Natives in 
America, has long been complained of, and the 
accuſation' in ſome Hort allowed to be juſt by them- 
ſelves, in times paſt. This will appear in part 
from Bp. WIILIAus's ſermon before the Society, 
1705. But whilſt we find fault with others,” 
ſays te, © we muſt not forget our cam. It has 
been the continual matter of reproach to us, that 
| N this 
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©. this application to the Nalives has been neglected 
on bur part. Where are the numbers you have 
& converted to the Chriſtian faith? Where the 
* fruits of your religion? when you have under 
your care thoſe vaſt dominions which are called 
e the Engliſh empire; and from whence you draw 
* ſo much of your emoluments to enrich and 
* pleaſure yourſelves at home. This 1s an objec- 
© tion that has ils weight, and perhaps is uncapable 
6 of a juſt and ſufficient anſwer. Recriminations 
& are but a kind of confeſſion of guilt: And the 
* way to anſwer, is, 70 mend What is amiſs in ur- 
ede . = 5 
It is unneceſſary to confirm and juſtify this com- 
2 110 by an appeal to any of the later ſermons be- 
ore the Society; which would be no difficult matter. 
Some eſſays they have indeed made from time to 
time, towards the converſion of the Savages: but 
they ſeem to have been very faint and feeble ; and 
with a ſparing hand as to money, when compared 
with the goodneſs and importance of the work, or 
the difficulties to be expected in it; with the zeal 
of our French neighbours to chriſtianize, or rather 
p0pize, the Indians, and even with their on zeal 
and expences in order to epiſcopize the Congrega- 
tionaliſts and Preſbyterians of N ew-England. 1 
am not ignorant however, that they and their miſ- 
ſionaries have frequently given the world ſufficiently 
pompous accounts of their efforts in order to the 
converſion of the Indians; not to ſay, ſpoken 
ſomewhat hyperbolically of the real and great dif- 
ficulties attending this work: though I doubt not 
but that the Society kept to the accounts given 
them by their miſſionaries; who ſeem to have been 
leſs indefatigable, and ſooner diſcouraged in their 


ev 


labours among the Indians, than among Us. And 


though the following remark of Dr. Dovor ass, a 


* 1 Edit. p. 3% — 
e very 
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very attentive and capable obſerver of what paſſed 
In the coloni-s, is not literally true of al the miſ- 
ſionaries in Am rica, yet It deſerves notice here: 
& The miſhonaries from the Soci-ty,” ſays he, © do 
dot in is leaſt attempt the convertion "of the In- 
&« dians, bcau/e it requires travel, labour aid hard- 
60 ſhip *, * 99 
It is certain from Aücbenfie records, even from 
ſeveral publications of the Society, that the Five, 
alias Six nations, a reſpectable and warlike people 
on the Frontiers of New-York and Pennſylvania, 
and long the terror of all the other Indians from 
Florida to the north-weſt of Canada, have not 
only been our good friends and allies all along, 
but for more than half a century paſt, very favour- 
ably diſpoſed towards Chriſtianity ; atleaſt towards 
entertaining miſſionar1's among them, which was a 
very important point gained. Their chiefs have 
even petitioned for them repeatedly; of which the 
Society was duly advertiſed by the Governor of - 
New-York, as appears from the Abſtrafts, &c. 
Nor have they been wholly neglected by the Society; 
than which, it is apprehended, little more can be 
ſaid, notwithſtanding all that Mr. Apt borp has 
written concerning their © unwearied zeal in this 
attempt T.“ In ſpeaking of this matter, Mr, Ap- 
thorp bas referred to Dr. Bax cLAx, now a miſſion- 
ary in the city of New-York; who was for a time a 
miſſionary to theſe Indians. It will not therefore 
be improper to obſerve a few things relative to that 
worthy gentleman's miſſion to the Toguois, or Six 
'Natiens aforeſaid, as a. ſpecimen of the Society $ 
zeal for the converſion of the Indians Þ. 
Summary Hiſtorical and Pclitical, Kc. Vol. II. p. 118. 
+ Co ſid p. 15, 15. „ 
+ The following facts relative to Mr. now Dr Barclay's Indian 
wmiſmon, are taken from the Hiſtoric. d Memoirs relating to the 
Honſalonru! Indians, and the excellent Mr. Sergeant, a miſſionary 


1 to the! A ter from. not her Society: By the Rev. 8. Hz, . „ A. M. 
a N of undoubied yerncity, p. 66, Ke. ; 
| In 
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In the year 1738 Mr. SzxcEawT, the then ve'y 
—_ miſſionary to a tribe of Indians on our 
weltern frontiers, employed by the Boſton-commil- 
ſioners of the Society for the propazation of the go- 
bel in New-England, and the parts adjacent in Ame- 
rica, incorporated Anno 1661; (a Society which 
purſues the true end of its inſtitution) wrote the 
following letter to the Hon. and Rev. Commiſſion- 
ers his employers, relative to Mr. Barcrav and 
his miſſion.—“ I had juſt now a letter,” ſays he, 
« from Mr. BarcLay, a young gentleman of 
Albany, lately arrived frem London with a miſ- 
ſion from the Society for the propagation of the 
© Goſpel in foreign parts, to the Mohawks * Weſt 
„ of Albany; who tells me he has but a ſcant: al- 
e l/wance (i. e. from the Society) and could obtain 
© No ſalary fo? an interpreter, or ſchyol-meſtir : 
e and that he has thoughts of applying to the 
© commiſſioners at Boſton for aſſiſtance; but would 
% have my advice firſt, I cannot tell what ſtock 
* the corporation has; but I ſuppoſe it is ſcanty, 
„ by the allowances they afford their miſſionarics. 
© However I could heartily recommend Mr. BR 
© CLAY to the notice and favour of the commiſſion- 
© rs, He is a worthy gentleman, and well de- 
* ſerves encouragement in his undertaking,” 9 

The Rev. Mr. Hopkins, after quoting this let- 
ter in his Memoirs, ſays : That the reader may 
«© be ſenſible what a proſpect there was of Mr, 
„ BarcLar's being eminently ſerviceable among 
c the Mohawks, if he had been du ee cou 
I ſhall (aſking Mr, BARCIAV's pardon) ſhow 
« by trai-fcribing ſome paſſages contained in his 
letter to Mr, SerGtanT. The following are 
«© from a letter wrote beſore he went for 6; ders, 
and dated in his ſchool at Feri. Hunter, June 11, 


N. B. The Mobawks are a principal Ts ibe of the Irequois, 
or d Nations, 
G3 1736.5 
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<© 1736.” The quotation ſtands thus i in the Me- 
moirs aforeſaid. 

I am heartily glad to hear of your ſucceſs 3 [ 
pray God more abundantly to bleſs and ſucceed 
« your labours: and may you enjoy abundant fa- 
& tisfaction in the diſcharge of your function here, 


and a glorious reward hereafter. I bleſs God I 


„ have no reaſon to deſpair of ſucceſs in my miſ- 
„ ſion. They daily become more and more deſi- 
<« rous of inſtruction; and would, in all probabi- 
« lity, make great progreſs both in the knowledge 
* and practice of Chriſtianity, were proper me- 


e thods taken to inſtruct them. But I labour un- 


der great diſadvantage for want of an interpreter ; 


“ ſo that I cannot tell what progreſs they may make 
in knowledge, nor can I proceed regularly in 


„ my jaſtructions; and 1 muſt deſpair of obtain. 


ing a perfect knowledge of their language, with- 


** out the aſſiſtance of an interpreter, which could 
I but enjoy for the ſpace of two or three years, I 
% doubt not but that 1 ſhould be maſter of it; and 
„ ſhould take greater pleaſure and ſatisfaction in 


- $5: rhe diſcharge of my duty. Nevertheleſs | have 


the comfort of ſeeing a very great ænd daily re- 
formation of manners among them, which is in- 
« dd the end of all our endeavours — I am al- 
„ moſt amazed at the progreſs the youth make in 
« reading and writing their own language. All 


dd the young men from 20 to 30 years, conſtantly 


« attend ſchool when at home, and will leave a fro- 


* lic raiher than miſs. Sundry of them write as 


« good a hand as myſelf (π i, was very fair and 
4 gogd). As to the encouragement J have, for 
« aught I ſee yet, I muſt expect my reward in 
« another world, I have now been here almoſt a 
& year and a half, but have never received a far- 
« thing from any body. The Aſembly voted me 
66 thirty pounds for two years; but by reaſon of — 


66 am 


\ 
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e ] am not like to get it till a Governor comes 
over; and have no great hope of farther encou- 
c ragement from them.” [N. B. This relates to 
the government of New-Tork.] 
As for the Society, they have allowed me 7hir- 
) pounds for one year: What further encourage- 
40 8 they will give me, I know not. In the, 
mean time I am at great charges. My board is 
« fx ſhillings a week, which! is not above half my 
e neceſſary expence.” 
More than two years after Mr. BAR CLA had 
taken Orders, he wrote thus in another letter dated 
at Albany Aug. 21, 1740. © I am ſatisfied I ſhould 
% have much greater ſucceſs, if I had a ſchool- 
« maſter and interpreter. I had the ſatis faction laſt 
« Lord's day to preach to a number of the Six 
« Nations, who came to this town to treat with 
< the Governor, who alſo was preſent; and has 
* taken a great deal of pains to countenance my 
„ delign. My Mohawk congregation behaved ſo 
« well, that all the auditory were exceedingly de- 
« hghted. I aſſure you I have the cauſe at heart, 
6s and am well perſuaded of your zeal.” 
From the foregoing repreſentation it is e, 
that a wide door was opened for the goſpel to enter 
among thoſe Heathen tribes: The fields were white 
unto the harveſt, had but labourers been ſent, and 
duly encouraged to the noble work, Theſe tribes 
would probably have been in general profeſſed 
Chriſtians before this day, had the buſineſs been 
duly forwarded and encouraged. Which migbt 
perhaps, by reaſon of the great fame of the Iro- 
gucis, have had a very extenſive and happy influ- 
ence on many other nations. But, alas! the So- 
ciety, though ſo deſirous of chriſtianizing the na- 
tives, could not afford ſalaries to a ſchool-maſter 
and interpreter, of perhaps about J. 20 or J. 30 
Herling each; nor to Mr. BarCLay bimfelf, who 
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was ſo zealous in this good cauſe, half a proper 


ſupport! Why not? The reaſon was apparently 
this; that they ſupported ſo many miſſionaries here 


in New-England at a great expence, for the en- 


couragement of the epiſcopal party, and in order 
to convert us to the liturgy. If ſo great a propor- 
tion of their revenue had not been thus unprofit- 


ably ſunk in places where God's word and facra- 


ments were duly adminiſtred, how eaſy would it 
have been for them to ſupport 5, 6, or more miſ- 


ſionaries, and as many interpreters and ſchool- 


maſters, among the 1roquois ? Mr. Apthorp ſpeax- 
ing of the "promiſing appearance” there was 
among the Iroquois about this time, ſays, ** From 
we find this miſſion ei- 
e ther much dwindled, or greatly interrupted “.“ 
—No wonder, whth the miſſion itſelf was ſo 
Fs) The Indians doubtleſs perceived how re- 
miſs the Engliſh were in the cauſe, ſo that they 
could hardly think them in earneſt ; and the French 


| Jeſuits, or other emiſſaries, no queſtion made their 


advantage of this negligence, Can it be expected 
that miſſions will ſucceed, which are conducted af- 
ter ſuch a manner?——This ſpecimen may per- 


| haps ſerve to explain and confirm what Mr, Ap- 


thorp ſays, where he introduces the affair of the 


 Mubawks ;—** Indian converſions are undertaken 
by our Society incidentally, and as it were ex 
os abundanti f.“ They have indeed been under- 


taken 25 it were; but the words ex abundanti, 
methinks, ſound but oddly here. And to recon- 


cile what he immediately ſubjoins, with plain facts, 
even with relation to this very miſſion which he fo 
much glories in, is impoſſible 
he, have Ny. omilted no opportunity of bro- 


„ Tet, ſays 


* 22 P. 16. 5 F 


Conduli of the SocteTyv, SSW. 103 


© moting this pious work, as far as they found it 
* 


8 ECT 10 N XVII. 


Of FY important political ends that might have been 
anſwered, had the Society taten due care to ſend 
Proper Miſſionaries to the Indians; and the perni- 
cious Conſequences of their Neglect. 


\HE author of theſe obſervations is ſenſible 
that worldly politics, and temporal things 
were not the direct objects of this inſtitution z but 
the promotion of true religion, and the eternal 
happineſs of men. However, theſe things often 
ſtand in a cloſe connexion, and are in a meaſure in- 
tet woven with each other. And the Society's pro- 
ſecuting that important part of their plan, the con- 
verſion of the Heathen bordering on our American 
colonies, would at the ſame time have anſwered 
very valuable ends of a political nature. This, 
one would think, was an additional obligation lying 
upon them to do ſo, inſtead of neglecting it for 
the ſake of converting us to the liturgy, in the 
manner they have done. That ſuch ends would, 
in all probability, have been anſwered thereby; 


„N. B. There have lately been two miſſionaries ſent to the 
Six Nations from Boſton, at the expence of the other London 
Soctely, and the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, And the accounts received from them, as to the 
temper and diſpe ſition in which they find the Indians, are very 
encouraging, notwithſtanding all the pretences, that it is a 
vain thing to attempt the chridtianizing of Savages It there 
had been as much zeal for converting them to Chriſt, as there 
has been for converting, Us to Epiicopacy, the real obſtacles in 
the way of it would have doubtleſs appeared leſs formidable | 
Per they have bcen d ed. 
ah cy and 
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and that this neglect has been attended with very 
fatal conſequences in a civil conſideration of things, 
may appear from the following remarks. 

It is known that the Indian nations lie on the 
back of our ſettlements, from Nova-Scoria North- 
ward, round to the Weſt and South-weſt as far as 
Georgia and Florida. And had early and due care 
been taken by the Society to ſend as many miſſion- 
aries among them, as could have been ſubſiſted on 
the money ſo unprofitably ſunk in New- England; 
it would have had a direct and manifeſt tendency to 
attach them to the Britiſh intereſt, Had this 
L. 35,000 ſterl. or the greater part of it, been 
employed in maintaining a number of ſenſible, 
diſcreet miniſters among the Indians, and enabling 
them to make them ſmall preſents from time to 
time, in order to gain their eſteem and good-will, 
it might probably have been the means, not only 
of giving them at leaſt ſome favourable impreſſions 
of Chriſtianity in general, but of the proteſtant re- 
ligion; and ſo n the greater per of them our 

faſt friends. 
And there was the more occaſion for taking this 
courſe, in order to counter: act the deſigns of the 
French, till of late our dangerous enemies and ri- 
vals on this continent, They, if not from a prin- 
ciple of piety, yet of ſound policy, have all along 
made a point of ſending jeſuits, prieſts and other 
emiſſaries to all the Indian tribes that would ad- 
mit them. It is evident that the Society were not 
ignorant of theſe circumſtances z which were well 
known to the Britiſh court, even before the charter 
was granted ; and in all probability, were one 
reaſon of its being granted. It may be added, 
that the Society did, from the firſt, 55 to have 
a regard to them. The following extracts from 
the Account of the Society, will ſerve at once to 
throw light upen this affair, and to render their 
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negle& the more unaccounlable. They ſay, Nor 
hath the Society been unmindful of uſing their 
. #tmoſs endeavours for propagating the goſpel 
among the Heathen Indians and ſlaves in and near 
our plantations. They received with great ſatiſ- 
faction a letter from the Lords commiſſioners of 
© trade and plantations, directed to the Lord Arch- 
1 © biſhop 0 Canterbury, ſignifying, That the 
<« earl of Bellamont had ſeveral times repreſented 
eto them the great want of ſome miniſters of the 
"08 church of England, to inſtruct the Five Na- 
s tions of Indians on the frontiers of New-York, 
and prevent their being prafiiſed upon by French 
« frieſts and jeſuits. At the ſame time the 
Lords Commiſſioners imparted to his Grace, and 
to the Lord Biſhop of London, ſome farther 
advice upon the ſubje&t——in particular this re- 
markable extract of what was ſaid by One in the 
name of the reſt of the Sachem. to the com- 
miſſioners for the Indian affairs in Albany, June 
28, 1700 — Says he, We are now come to 
trade; and not to ſpeak of religion. Only thus 
25 much 1 muſt ſay, all the while I was here, be- 
fore I went to Canada, I never heard any thing 
talked of religion, or the leaſt mention made of 
converting us to the Chriſtian faith. And we 
ſhall be glad to hear, if at laſt you are ſo piouſly 
inclined to take pains to inſtruct your Indians in 
the Chriſtian religion. I will not ſay but that 
it may induce ſome to return to their native 
“country. T wiſh it had been done ſooner, that | 
you had had miniſters to inſtruct your Indians inn 
« the Chriſtian faith, &c. This repreſentation,” | 
the Society add, was laid before the Queen in 22 
council: from whence his Grace the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury reported i this order. 
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At the Court at St. James's, &c. 
«© Upon reading this day at the Board a repre- 
« ſentation ſetting forth, among other things, 
« that as to the Five Nations bordering on New- - 
* York, leſt the intrigues of the French in Ca- 
nada, and the influence of their priefts, who 
frequent and converſe, and ſometimes inhabit 
with thoſe Indians, ſhould debauch them from 
Sher Majeſty's allegiance, their Lordſhips are 
% humbly of opinion that two proteſtant mi- 
* niſters be appointed,” Se. The Society add, 
* Upon communicating this order to the Society, 


it was immediately agreed, that it ſhould be re · 
© ferred to a committee, S*. 


The chief deſign of this quotation, is to ſhew 
how early and fully the Society were appriſed of 
the intrigues of the F reach with the Indians on this 
continent, and the 1mportance of counter- acting 
their deſigns, in a political as well as religious 
conſideration of things. Theſe things they have 
known all along, from the very foundation of the 
Society. And yet, that they have done hardly 
any thing towards the converſion of the Indians; 
and either could not, or would not, allow even an 
interpreter or ſchool-maſter to Mr. Barciay, is 
equally certain: Their object, to all appearance, 
having been rather the extirpation of preſpyterian- 
iſm and congregationiſm from the colonies, than 
the planting of Chriſtianity among the Indians * 
whereby they might at once have been inſtrumental 
of ſaving many "fouls, and doing an important 
ſervice to Great- Britain. | 

Had the Socicty applied the money which they 
have ſunk in New-England, (in a.way quite unau- 
thoriſed by their charter) to the ſupport of miſſions 


®* Account, &c. p. 38— 41. printed 1706, 
8 among 
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among the Indians, it is quite probable, as was 
intimated before, that the greater part of thoſe 
bordering on our colonies might long ſince have 
received very favourable impreffions of the Chri- 
ſtian, proteſtant religion, and been amicable to us. 
We ſhould of courſe have had a much larger 
ſhare of the profitable trade with them, which has 
been almoſt engroſſed by the French. And, as 
many of them might have been in a degree civi- 
ized at the ſame time, and brought into the Eng- 
liſh way of living; they would of courſe have 
taken off a greater quantity of Britiſh manufactures, 
and other commodities, to the national advantage, 
The lives of great numbers of Britiſh ſubjects in 
the plantations, deftroyed by the Savages from 
time to time, would have been ſaved. The colo- 
nies which have been kept in terror, and ſtinted in 
their growth, their frontiers having often been quite 
cut off, or broken up, would have been in a much 
more flouriſhing condition than they are at preſent. 
And moſt of theſe Indians, inſtead of being at the 
command of the French, to cut our throats and 
ſcalp us, whenever they thought proper; might 
have been ready to act for us e them, on any 
Ju aſt occaſion, _ 
Theſe are ſome of the important political ends 
that might probably have been anſwered, had the 
Society thought proper to {end miſſionaries among 
the Indians (whole converſion they have all along 
declared to be a principal, though not a primary 
object with them) inſtead of ſinking ſo much mo- 
ney in the epiſcopal gulph in New- England. And 
when we allo conſider how duly they have been 
advertiſed of the French intrigues from time to 
time, and of the importance of counter-aftingthem, 
it is not ealy to ſay, whether their piety or their 
| patriotiſm 1 is the moſt conſpicuous, with relation to 
this part of their conduct. And, whether their 
x affcction 
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affection for, and ſtrong attachment to, the pecu- 
liarities of a party, are not at leaſt as conſpicuous 
as either of them, the reader who 1s not afraid to 
think, is left to judge from the whole ſeries of 
facts and circumſtances. 


8 E Ok I 0 N XIX. 


Of the diſcretionaty Power of the Society, and Mr. 
Go nals s Reaſoning thereon. 


\HE ingenious Mr. Aptborp, to whom I muſt 
now again pay my devoirs, urges the large 
diſcretionary power of the Society, in order to vin- 
dicate their conduct. The paſſage to which I re- 
fer, ſeems to have ſomething ſo very curious in it, 
that I cannot but quote it at large for the enter-. 
tainment of the reader. 

It is obſervable,” ſays he,“ that a large af- 
& cretionary power is left to the Society, to regulate 
their inſtitution, and even occaſionally to make AL- 
c TERATIONS in It, in ſuch a manner as to ren- 
der it moſt beneficial to religion, whether i in our 
« colonies, or among the bordering nations. For 
this purpoſe, they and their ſucceſſors for ever 
are empowered to make any laws or conſtitu- 
<« tions that ſhall ſeem reaſonable, profitable, or re- 
c quilite for the: good eſtate and government of the 
Society, and the effectual promoting its chari- 
table deſign. Thus, with an evidence beyond ex- 
% ception, it appears that their conduct in placing 
% churches AMONG Us, 7s in all 2 CON FOR M- 
« ABLE 70 their inftitution*.” 


Conſiderations, p. 12. 


1. It 


Condubt of the Socikrv, 94. 111 


1. It is to be obſerved, that Mr. Apthorp here 
refers to that part of the charter which relates to 
by-laws; but in quoting which (p. 10.) he has 
tranſpoſed ſome clauſes and omitted others, with- 
out giving notice of it to his readers in the uſual 
way. However, ſince in his own way of quoting 
it, there does not ſeem to be any very material al- 
teration in the ſenſe; it will not be worth while to 
compare the quotation and charter together, merely 
for the ſake of ſhewing ſome of his harmleſs errors. 
But had a reputed Scholar quoted any diſputed paſ- 
Tage | in Livy, Tacitvs, or Cicto, in the man- 
ner in which this gentleman quoted another part of 
the charter, before taken notice of; it would have 
been no eaſy matter for him ever to regain his re- 
putation in the learned world. Whether miſquo- 
ting the charter 1n this controverſy, is not an offence 
of a much higher nature, is ſubmitted to the judg- 

ment of the impartial reader. 

2. It ſeems a pretty extraordinary poſition, that 
any incorporated Society ſhould have power by their 
charter, 0 make alterations in their inſtitution, If 
this Society has any ſuch, Mr. Apthorp was doubt- 
leſs right in ſpeaking of it as a large diſcretionary 
power ! For is not a power to make alterations in 
their inſtitution, equivalent to a power to ter their 
inſtitution it ſelf; - to depart in a great meaſure from 
the original plan according to the charter, and to 
purſue ends different from | thoſe which are expreſſcd 
therein? And what corporation ever had ſo large a 
diſcretionary power as this? 

3. By laying claim to ſuch an extraordinary 
power for the Society, and making uſe of this as 
an argument to juſtify their conduct, Mr. Apthorp 
ſeems to allow that they ſtand in need of it for thac 
purpoſe. The gentleman ſurely would not have 
had recourſe to ſuch a ſuppoſed wonderful power 
veſted 1 in the Society, if their conduct could be re- 

"i conciled 
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conciled with the moſt plain, obvious ſenſe of the 
Fine 1 
4. This is, in effect, though not expreſly, a con- 
ceſſion that the Society have actually made a/tera- 
tions in their inſtitution : and have really been pur- 
ſuigg deſigns not expreſly authoriſed by the char- 
ter. That this is fact, I am far from denying. But 
the gentleman well knows, that the queſtions de 
fadlo and d: jure, are very different: And if he 
can clear up that of right, as plainly as I flatter 
myſelf I have and ſhall do that of fa#, our debate 
will be half finiſhed. But ſtill it muſt be remem- 
bered, that though the Society had confeſſedly a 
power to make alterations in their inſticution, by 
neglecting ſome ends thereof particularly mention- 
ed in the charter, and purſuing others not mention- 
ed; yet unleſs they are ſuppoled infallible and im- 
peccable, theſe alterations may be for the worſe. 
That the alterations which they have made, are for 
the beter, will not follow, as he ſeems to ſuppoſe, 
from their having had a lege power to make them. 
Allowing the power, if by altering they mend their 
inſtitution, they are doubtleſs to be praiſed in that 
reſpect: But whatever power they may have, if 
they pejorate their inſtitution, and purſue compa- 
ratively mean and low ends, inſtead of the noble 
ones expreſſed in the charter, Mr. Aptborp will not 
deny but that this is an error of judgment at beſt, 
and a real abuſe of their power. Whoever would 
fully vindicate the Socicty, muſt prove, not only 
that they are actually inveſted with ſuch a power, 
but that they have uſed it diſcreetly and wiſely; ſo 
as moſt effectually to anſwer the general and excel- 
lent end of their inſtitution : To al ledge power only 
in their vindication, is not giving reaſonable ſatiſ- 
faction to thoſe who may except againſt their con- 
duct: Becauſe even a legal power may be abuſed, 
or a ne power miſapplied. But, 
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The charter contains no expreſſion equivalent 
dr ſimilar to this, of a power left to the Society 7 
matte alterations in their inſtitution. The ſtrongeſt 
expreſſions uſed therein, relative to the power given 
them, are theſe——* The ſaid Society ſhall and 
may conſult, determine, conſtitute, ordaid and 
„ make any conſtitutions, laws, ordinances, and ſta- 
© zutes whatſoever ; as alſo execute Jeaſes for years, 
as aforeſaid, which to them, or the major part 
af them chen preſent, ſhall ſeem reaſonable, pro- 
e fitable or requiſite, for, touching or concerning 
the good eſtate, rule, order, and government of 
the ſaid corporation, and the more effettual Pro- 
e moting the ſaid charitable deſigns.” Now is there 
any thing here, that is in the leaſt ſimilar to a 
power of making alterations in their inſtitution ?— 
or a right to apply their fund in any manner what- 
ever, not expreſſed in cheir charter? So far from | 
it, mn, 
6. The Society are, by this very part of the 
charter which, it is pretended, gives them ſuch an 
extraordinary power, limited and confined to thoſe 
ends or objects, which had before been expreſly 
mentioned as the ends of the inſtitution. For the 
power here granted them to make conſtitutions. 
laws, Sc. is, in expreſs terms, in order to “ the 
more effeCtual promoting he ſaid charitable de- 
« ſigns.” And what, in the name of cbaritv, are 
they ? Is any one of them, the ſupporting and in- 
_ creaſing little epiſcopal parties and factions in thoſe 


_ . Colonies, where due and legal proviſion was before 


made for the public worſhip of God; and where 
the people * had the means of religion already, in 
other proteſtant communions ! and this to the 
manifeſt prejudice of thoſe colonies in which no 
ſuch proviſion was made for the adminiſtra ion of 
God's word and ordinances; of the Negro 
flaves and Savages! I aſk again, whether this i 13 

e H one 


114 Obſervations on the Charter and 
one of the ſaid charitable defigns ? If it is, then 
the Society have unqueſtionably a right to make 
conſtitutions, laws, &c. in order to the more effec- 
tual promoting it: But if not, what can be leſs per- 
tinent and ſatisfactory, than to alledge the large 
diſcretionary power given them, to juſtify their 
conduct in this reſpect? And how did this inven- 
tive gentleman come to talk of a power ts make al- 
terations in their inſtitution ® What that inſtitution 
is, and all the ends of it, have been ſufficiently ex- 
plained before: And whatever. they are, the So- 
ciety are here confined, limited and tied down to 
them, as much as if they had again been enume- 
rated in the very words of the preamble; to which 
the reader 1s referred, The Society muſt indeed, 
in the nature of the thing, if they act with ſimpli- 
city and integrity in this important affair, act as to 
them ſhall ſeem moft reaſcnable, profitable, &c. in 
order to accompliſh : ſaid deſigns ; as other per- 
ſons intruſted with a diſcretionary power in order 
to accompliſh certain ends, muſt alſo act. But their 
inſtitution itſelf is fixed, immutably fixed, by the 
charter; ſo that they have not the leaſt power to 
make alterations in it; but only to profecute, in 
the moſt effectual manner, the declared ends of it. 
And if any incorporated charitable Society what- 
ſoever, under the pretext of a diſcretionary power, 
neglect the declared ends of their inſtitution; and 
purſue others, to which their charter is a ſtranger, 
rhey cannot but be conſidered as acting contrary to 
the truſt repoſed in them: But whether wilfully, 
or through miſapprehenſion, is another queſtion; 
reſpecting which people may have different opi- 
„niens. t,, 7 „ 
7. Has not the ingenious Mr. Apthorp a very 
fingular way of reaſoning here? He certainly 
makes uſe of a kind of logic, which very few of 
the un- ortbadox New England miniſters learnt at 
| 6 5 8 
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bur little, young Colleges. For, having endea- 
voured to eſtabliſh this extraordinary diſcretionary 
power of the Society to make alterations in their 
inſtitution, as if all depended upon it; the tri- 


umphant concluſion at length comes out in the fol- 


 Jowing words: © Tus, with an evidence btyond 


1 erceplion, it appears, that their conduct in placing 
* churches AM ox us, is in all reſpetts oN r 


ic ABLE TO THEIR INSTITUTION? i. e. becauſe 


he had made it ſo evident, that they had power to 


make ALTER ATTONS in their inſtitution; therefore 
they have made Nov E, nor in the leaſt deviated 
from it; but their conduct is in all reſpects cox- 
FORMABLE thereto! And this, it is ſaid, appears 
from the premiſes, with an evidence beyond exception 


their inſtitution, why did Mr. Ap:horp atrempt to 
Juſtify it, by aſſerting their power to alter their in- 
ſtirution ? As his argument now ſtands, the pre- 
miſes and the concluſion unluckily frown on, and 
militate againſt, each other. I have tried ſeveral 
ways to reconcile them; but to no purpoſe. ''I 
have endeavoured to ſuppoſe, that this poſition 
about the large diſcretionary power of the Society, 
was brought in only, as Mr. Apthorp lays Indian 
-Fonver/ions are undertaken by the Society, viz. ** inci- 


„% dentally, and as it were ex abundanti*.” But 


But if their conduct is thus conformable to 


ſtill, either the concluſion knocks down the pre- 


miſes, or the premiſes the concluſion. I have alſo 
endeavoured to ſuppoſe the ingenious gentleman's 


meaning was, that the Society's conduct was con- 


\ formable to their inſtitution, after they had malle 
alterations in it, by virtue of their“ large diſcre- 
„ tionary power;“ not as it was orizinally : But 


neither can I make this bear, in feveral reſpects. 
| 1 he war {ti1] continues betw-een the former and 


8 N deratiort, p- 15. | 
H 2 2 latter 


116 Obſervations on the Charter and 
latter branch of the argument : So that they muſt 
be left to fight | it out betwixt them. 
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SECTION XX. 


Remarks on Mr. Apthorp' s curious Hoflication of 
thoſe Words, Is it not lawful for me to do what 
I will with mine own ? Sc. to the preſent Con- 
3 


7 MMEDIATELY after the bang; laſt quot- 
ed, Mr. Apihorp, that he might oblige us with 
Tome of his rhetoric together with his invincible ar- 
guments, ſubjoins . And to any one who cries 
cout on imaginary abuſes or miſapplications, the 
« Society may reply, like the good Houſholder 
«<< whole ſtewards they are, 1s it not lawful for me 


© to do what I will with mine own? is 5 thine 9 evil, 
- becauſe I am good? 


Let it here be obſerved, 

7. That whatever the Society might juſtly why 
to thoſe who cry out on imaginary abuſes or miſap- 
plications; the ſame reply would not be valid or 

pertinent to thoſe who cry out on real ones, 

2. The Society are here very juſtly ſtiled few- 
ards. And they were intruſted with the care of a 
charitable fund, not only by God, as heiſeems to 
intend, but by men; by the King, who granted 
their charter, and by all who have contributed to 
the charitable deſigns expreſſed therein. 

3. A learned clergyman, like him, doubtleſs as 
. knows, it is © required in ftewards that a man be 
found faithful.” Stewards are not allowed to 

uſe the goods or money with which they are in- 
.. truſted, but for thoſe ends and purpoſes for which 


they 


Conduct of the Society, c. 117 
they are committed to them. If they knowingly 
apply them to any others, however good in them- 
ſelves, they are unfaithful in their truſt. For ex- 
ample, if a ſteward is intruſted with money by his 


lord, to give to particular poor perſons by name, 


or to the poor of ſuch a pariſn; and he neglects 


theſe, to relieve other perſons, though equally ne- 


ceſſitous, he mſapplies the money, and abuſes his 
truſt ; Much more ſo, if inſtead of beſtowing it 
on any of the poor, he employs it in building and 


decorating an houſe for himſelf, and in adorning his 


wife, miſſes, or children. | 


4. That the Society have applied a great part of 
the money intruſted with them, to other, and to 


fay the leaſt, much leſs noble purpoſes than thoſe 
for which ic was .committed to them, has, if I 


| miſtake not, been ſufficiently proved. 5 


5. In the very ſame ſentence that Mr. Apiborg 


calls the Society ſtewards, he does, in effect, ſup- 
pole them to be, nat ſtewards, but lords or proprie- 


tors. For he ſuppoſes them to have an abſolute, 
uncontroulable right to apply their charitable fund 
to whatever good uſes they pleaſe. This he evi- 

dently does, by putting that reply of the good 


Houſbolder, the Preprielor and Lord of all, into 


their mouths, ta ſtop the mouths of thoſe who cry 
out on abuſes and miſapplications——* Is it not 
e lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? 


© 7s thine eye evil, becauſe I am good? This an- 
ſwer could with no propriety be adopted by a ſtew- 


ard, when accuſed or ſuſpected of abuſing his truſt, 
and alienating the money committed to him from 
the particular deſigns of it. The language is ſuit- 


able only to a proprietor, at abſolute liberty to diſ- 
pole of his own gords as he pleaſcs, without being 


obliged to give an account of h's conduct; as the 


Society exprelly are, by their charter“ The 
* laid Society ſhall yearly, and every year, give an 


H 3 account 
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6 cjous; 


ed Obſervations on the Charter and 
account in writing,” Cc. And is it not a little 


ſingular, that this argumentative and rhetorical 
gentleman ſhould thus, in the ſame breath, make 
the Society both Rewards and ſovereign proprietors 
of the charitable fund in their hands ? characters 
abſolutely incompatible with each other in the ſame 
perſons, and with relation to the ſame thing; as he 
applies them to the Society, © to convince the can- 
„did,“ and all but“ the obſtinate” and “s mali- 
10 which, he ſays, is not in the power of 
* Fan” 

6. Though the members of the Society are them- 


ſelves large contributors to this fund, it makes no 


material alteration in the caſe. Whatever they ſub- 
ſcribe or contribute, ceaſes to be their own, their 


private property, as ſoon as it is put into this com- 


mon ſtock. It is then no longer their own, to uſe 


as they pleaſe, or to alienate from the particular 
| Charitable ends mentioned in their charter. This 


were ſacrilege in a much more proper ſenſe than 


that, in which the epiſcopal clergy have termed 


ſome other alienaticns ſacrilege. And ſuppoſing 


ſuch an unjuſt thing to be de/ignedly done, which 1 


am not willing to think, the words of the apoſtle 


to AN ANIASõ, Who kept back part of the price, &c, 
would be very applicable to this caſe——** Why 
** hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 


40 


Ghoſt, and to keep back part of the price of the 


| e land f V, 2 it remained, was it not thine own 2 


& — Thou haſt not lied unto men [only] but un- 
ce to God.” Let me juſt add here, that if the ce 


of any one is evil towards the Society, poſſibly dome 
better reaſon may be given for it than this, that 
they are good; which were, in divers reſpects, the 
wWowrſt that could be aſſigned: — at leaſt, it may 
not be, becauſe they are 10% good to the colonics 
which moſs need their charity; or to the Ne- 


groes 
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groes and Savages, who are the proper objects 
. | | 


SECTION XX. 


Of the Plea, That the epiſcopal Miſſions in the Colo- 
nies, to rectiſy the State of Religion in them, are 
a neceſſary Means of chriftianizing the Sa- 
Vages, . + 5 
FT\HIS is often mentioned in the Aüſtratis; 
5 and has not ſeldom ſerved as a theme for 
popular declamation in the anniverſary ſermons. 
Mr. Apthorp has quoted, or at leaſt pretended to 
quote, ſeveral of thoſe ſermons to this purpoſe, I 
bave compared but one of thoſe quotations with 
the text itſelf ; that from the biſhop of St. David's 
fermon (Confid. p. 15.) In which ſhort quotation 
of but eight lines, there are three or four deviations 
from the uſual way of quoting. Some of his own 
words are inſerted as the words of the ſermon ; 
clauſes are lefr out, and parts of ſentences at the 
diſtante of 13 pages in quarto are tacked together, 
and pointed as they ought to have been if they 
had been contiguous in the ſermon ; though the 
pages from whence they are taken, are indeed re- 
ferred to in the margin. How he has uſed ſome 
other authors from whom he quotes; and even that 


e If the other London Society, or Scotch Society, ated thus; 
 —negleQing the heathens, and heatheniſh places, to ſupport 
and increaſe little pre/byterian parties where due proviſion was 
made for the worſhip of God in the epiſcopal way ; epiſcopa- 
lians would hardly be ſatisfied with this anſwer, that they might 
do what they woufd with their own. They would be cenſured 
as * influenced by the ſpirit of party, and perverting their 
fund. 8 | Re 
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to 5 of the Britiſh co !onies, and the miſſions in 


places as theſe, is doubtleſs one proper means of 
propagating Chriſtianity among the Heathen. Bur, 


this kind of "reaſoning, when applied to the far 
greater part of New-England, where the public 
worſhip of God was fo regularly upheld, and the 
9 * had the means of religion already, in 


120 Obſervations on the Charter and 
great Prelate who . preſides over the church of 
„ England, and the Society itſelf, I have not 
thought it worth while to examine. He has not 
indeed miſrepreſented the ſenſe of the biſhop of 8St. 
David's ſermon ; and perhaps not that of other bi- 
ſhops, Sc. as to this point.. For I know it is a 
uſual thing for the preachers before the Society to 
talk in the ſame ſtrain, about “ remedying, in the 

« firſt place, the ill fate of religion i in our colonies 
e themſelves :'* without which care, it is ſaid, the 
© converſion of the neighbouring Savages can 
e hardly be effected ;“ and the like. 

Let it be here obſerved, 

1. That all this kind of reaſoning ſoppoſes, that 
one principal object of the Society, is, the conver- 
fion of the Savages ; and ſo does not "wall harmo- 
mize with what Mr. Apt borp ſays elſewhere, how- 
ever true in point of fact Indian converſions 
are undertaken by our Society me. and 
as it were ex abundanti.” 


2. This reaſoning ſeems very juſt, when applied 


them; diz. all thoſe, the religious, or rather irre- 
ligious Rate of which, anſwers to the repreſenta- 
tions in the Charter 3 colonies in which no 
tolzrable proviſion was before made for miniſters; 
ia which the people ſremed abandoned to atheiſm 
and infidelity, or in danger of being perverted to 
popery, for want of the adminiſtration of God's 
word and ſacraments. Sending miſſionaries to ſuch 


Nothing can well be leſs to the purpoſe than 


8 other proteſlant communions,” Such expreſſions 
28 
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as thoſe, of remedying the ill ſtate of religion in the” 
colonies, and the like; when applied to the Maſſa- 
chuſetts and Connecticut, can naturally import no- 
thing more than reducing us to an outward uni- 
formity of profeſſion, or converting us to epiſco- 
pacy and the liturgy. Bot ſuppoſing this to be 
done, it is not eaſy to ſee how it would contribute 
much to the converſion of the Indians. Nay, if 
 weconſider what has been done hitherto to this end, 
by epiſcopalians and preſbyterians, Sc. reſpective- 
ly ; there is great reaſon to think that our conver- 
ſion to the church of England would rather retard 
than promote the converſion of the Savages. And 
it is intimated even in ſome of the anniverſary ſer- 
mons before the Society, that the people of New- 
England had provoked them to jealouſy in this re- 
ſpect; though hitherto, to very little purpoſe. 
Thus particularly biſhop Bux NET ſays, Let thoſe 
* who have a true zeal for the honour of our church, 
$* contribute to raiſe her glory, which hitherto has 
been 700 little advanced this way, while thoſe who 
* divide: from us in NEw-ENGLAND, ſeem to have 
% provoked us to zealouſy on this account .“ Si- 
milar conceſſions ro our honour, might be pro- 
duced from other anniverſary ſermons. = 
4. As the converſion of the Heathen was from 
the firſt one profeſſed aim of our Forefathers in 
ſettling in New-England ; fo almoſt all the royal 
charters, grants, letters patent, and acts of go- 
vernment in England, relative to this country, have 


made mention of, and encouraged, yea, enjoined 


upon us, the proſecution of this pious deſign ; not 
_ conſidered as epiſcopalians, but as known difſenters 
from the Engliſh church. To which purpoſe is 
the foliowing paſſage in the charter of this province, 
granted in the 3d of WILLIAM and Mary; ten 
years before the Society's charter To diſpoſe 


7 Sermon before the e Society, p. 27. 
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of matters and things, whereby our ſubjects, in» 


* habitants of our ſaid province, may be religiouſ- 


ly, pexxeably and civilly governed, protected 


* and defended ; ſo as their good life, and orderly 
« converſation may win the Indians, natives of the 
& country, to the knowledge and obedience of the 
* only true God and Saviour of mankind, and the 
* Chriſtian faith; which his royal Majeſty our 


royal Grandfather K. CrarLEs the firſt, in his 


ſaid letters patent, declared was his royal intene 


„ ticn, and the adventurers free profeſſion to be the 
« principal end of the ſaid plantation. And for 


7 the better maintaining and ſecuring liberty 5 con- 
e feine, &cc.“ 
g. Can it be reaſonably ſuppoſed that King Wir- 
LIAM, in the Society's charter granted 10 years af- 
ter this, had the leaſt thoughts of impowering them 


to employ a great part of their fund in converting 
Vs to epiſcopacy, and uniformity in worſhip, ei- 
ther as one end of their inſtitution, or as a requiſite 


means of converting the Indians; — a pious work 
all along recommended to, and enjoined upon the 
inhabitants of New-England themſelves! The 
royal charters, letters patent, grants, &c. ſuppoſe 


the ſettlers and inhabitants of this country, though 
not epiſcopalians, to have been a religious people, 


who were diſpoſed and qualified to ſerve the inte. 
reſts of religion, by chriſtianizing the Indians. But 
it ſeems Mr. Aptborp, not to ſay, the Society, think 
that, inſtead of confining their pious care to the 


heatheniſn colonies, or applying themſelves directly 
to the Indians, they are to employ a great part of 
their fund in converting us to the liturgy, as a 


neceſſary means of convefting the Savages, Is this 
ſuch a method of juſtifying the New-England mif- 


ſions, as muſt needs “ convince the candid ?? — 
confute all but the 9 and fi lence all but 


the * malicious!“ 


6. Upon 
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6. Upon ſuppoſition that our converſion to epiſ- 
copacy had really lome remote tendency towards the 
converſion of the Indians to the faith of Chriſt ; 
(which is utterly denied) yet it may well be doubt- 
ed, whether this would juſtify the Society in apply- 
ing ſo great a part of their fund for the ſupport and 
increaſe of the epiſcopal party here, in a country 

whoſe religious ſtate no ways anſwers to the deſcrip- 
tions in the charter; to the negle& of other colo- 
nies, and the Heathen themſelves, the direct, pro- 
per objects of their charity. Colonies whoſe reli 
gious ſtate is like that of the Maſſachuſetts and 
Connecticut, are implicitly excluded from any ſhare 
in this charity, by the repreſentations given in the 
charter, of thoſe for which it was deſigned, ſo 
widely different therefrom. And to bring in theſe 
New-England miſſions and miſſionaries thus indi- 
realy, or edge-ways, as a pretended means of con- 1 
verting the Savages, when they cannot be juſtifiddd 
directly, by the expreſs, obvious deſign of the char- 
ter; is no better than an evaſion z and one that na- 
turally brings to mind thoſe words of the cHiEF 
SHEPHERD, fo often miſapplied by epiſcopalians— 
„He that entereth not by he door, into the ſheep- 
“ fold, but climbeth up /cme other way, the ſame 
be js a thief and a robber.” —— Though I do not 
mean to call the Society's miſſionaries among us, 
by thoſe opprobrious names ; or to give them any 
Per Ran Br RE | 
7. If it ſhould be ſaid, that ary means which 
have even a remote tendency to the converſion of 
the Indians, may be uſed by the Society to that 
end, by virtue of their large diſcretionary power;“ 
and if it is upon this footing that the miſſions here 
are juſtified, let us conſider how far the ſame way 
of reaſoning might carry them, and where it would 
end. They think our converſion to epiſcopacy a 
means of converting the Indians. They are there- 
— S — — 
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fore, in purſuance of the maxim aforeſaid; right 
in maintaining miſſions here at a great annual ex- 
pence, with the hopes of thruſting in the ſickle, and 
reaping a mighty indian harveſt a century or t] .¹· 
hence, when it is ripened by means of the benign 
influences of epiſcopacy upon New-England. Nei- 
ther I, indeed, nor probably the reader, can ſee 
how this ſuppoſed means tends to the propoſed end. 
It ſeems a round-about, aukward way of going to 
Vork: But no matter; the Society judge it pro- 
per, and that is ſuMcient. Let us then proceed 
one ſtep farther. If the church of. Scotland, for 
which WE have generally a great veneration, Was . 
but firſt epiſcopized ; this might poſſibly have ſume 
remote tendency to induce us to conform to the 
church of England; and therefore a tendency, ac- 
cording to the preſent ſuppoſition, though more re- 
mote, to convert the Indians. Now, if ir ſhould 
appear thus to the Society, they may, according to 
the maxim aforeſaid, ſend miſſionaries to convert 
the kirk, in order to the converſion of New- Eng- 
land; and this in order to convert the Savages on 
our frontiers, With the ſame pious deſign, they 
might alſo ſend miſſionaries into Holland, Geneva, 
the Swiſs Cantons, Sc. For tþough the charter 
ſays nothing -of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, 
Switzerland, or even of New- England, but impli- 
: citly excludes them all from the charitable care of 
the Society; yet the Society, it is ſaid, have a 
large diſcretionary power, —even occaſi nal to make 
elterati.ns in thar inctitulion, in ſuch a manner as tg 
Fender, it moſt beneſicial to religion, whether in our co- 
 Tonies, o amorg the bordering nations. Who then 
an doubt the right of the Society to maintain 
3 in all the proteſtant countries of Europe, 
to promote the peculiarities of the church of Eng- 
land, in order to the eſtabliſhing of epiſcopacy and 
vniforn mity among us: and to to remedy. the ill ſtate of 
religion 


* 
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religion here, without which, ** the converſion of 
e the neighbouring Savages can hardly be effect- 
ed! — Now, where Mr. Aptberp's method of 
reaſoning, joined with ſuch an imagination, may 
end, it is not eaſy to ſay ; except perhaps in the So- 
ciety's appointing - proper perſons to look out ſor 
ſome Geeſe of the breed of GonsaLes, to carry 
miſſionaries to the moon, in order to convert the good 
man there to the church, in order to his coming as 
an apoſtle to convert us; and all this as a means of 
converting the Iroquois, &c. And indeed, conſi- 
dering how ſcriptural our religion is at preſent ; z and i 
how unlikely we are to better ourielves by ſo great | 
a change, either on temporal or ſpiritual accounts ; 
it may be hoped that we ſhall not be generally epi- i 
-copized in a long time, unleſs that officious planet, | 
at leaſt by ſome ſecret and powerful influence, ſhould = i 
have a conſiderable hand in the apoſtolical work of 9 
our converſion. + 
If this is too Judicrous for the grave reader, I | 
aſk his pardon. To be ſerious, is it not a ſurpriſing. 5 
thing, that the Society ſhould expend large ſums 
-annually for half a century together, in order to 
\ [eſtabliſh epiſcopacy among us, under the poor, thin $ 
pretext of its being a neceſſary means of converting 1 
the Indians ?—and at the ſame time negle&, in 5 
great a degree, both the Indians themſelves, and 2 
thoſe heatheniſh colonies, which are the-proper, di- —— 
rect objects of their inſtitution | Can any ſuppoſed 1 
diſcretionary power, however large, poſſibly juſtifya ] 
conduct ſo aliene from the obvious ſenſe, letter, — 
a and whole HOP: of their charter | 75 
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SECTION XXII. 


Remarks on à curious Argument of. Mr. Alito 4 
. of the Church of England. 


TT was by no means my deſign, i in his publication, 
I to enter into the controverſy betwixt the church 
of England and us. But as Mr. Apthorp has 
thought fit to produce an argument in favour of 
the former, in the margin of the 22d and 23d 
pages of the Conf derations, I cannot but take a cur- 
ſory notice of it. © It is a good. preſumption,” 
ſays he © that the church of England is a reaſon- 
able Chriſtian communion, and free from all ex- 
tremes in its conſtitution ; that all the various 
religious perſuaſions, at home and abroad, con- 
cur in holding it ext in eſteem to their own. 
Conſidering the force of prejudice, what in every 
one's judgment holds the ſecond place, may be 
ſuppoſed to deſerve the fir.” The ingenious 
gentleman adds, that, © for this obſervation, as 
« for as be can recollect, he is indebted to a fine 
ce writer, Dr. Jon BR.] Re that as it may; 
I can give a gueſs Fs whoever Je came originally; 
viz. from another learned Divine of the church of 
England; I mean Dr. Swier. For in his Dedi- 
cation of that curious theological production, intitled, 
A Tart or a Tus, are thel: words; It is 
* a maxim, that thoſe, to whom every body al- 
© lows the ſecond place, have an undoubted title to 
* the ut. This he applies, in the way of com- 
Aliment, to Lord SouERS. 

But as to the obſervation itſolf, as applied in a 
compliment ro THE CHURCH 1 where did either of 
theſe gentlemen get his intelligence, that ALL the 
various religious Pei aq ons, as Lon ne aid abroad, con- 
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cur in holding the church of England nexT in efteem 
to their own? Have they explicily declared fo ? 


Have the churches of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, 


the proteſtant Swiſs Cantons ? Have the Lutheran 


and Greek churches, &c. &c. by any ſolemn pu- 
blic act, proclaimed the church of England ſecond 
beſt? Or has Mr. Apthorp the faculty of diſcerning 
the ſentiments of all other churches, without their 
declaring them? Till this fact is well eſtabliſhed, 
the argument which he deduces from it may well 
be called a preſump!icn ; but, that it is a gocd one, 
as he fays, is not ſo evident ——There is indeed 
one church, a very ancient and extenſive one, which, 
it may naturally be concluded, for a reaſon that 
ſhall be nameleſs, conſiders the communion of the 
church of England as the next beſt to her own. 
But it may well be doubted, whether one half the 


protefant churches in the world concur with her, in 


holding the church of England in ſuch high efteem. 


And though this unſupported ſuppoſition were a 


certain fact; yet it would be no proper evidence 
that the church of England 7s a reaſonable Chriſtian 


communion, and free from all extremes in its conſtitu- 


tion, with thoſe who plainly ſee many unreaſonable, 
unchriſtian, and unſcriptural extremes is her conſti- 
tution, worſhip and diſcipline : Which almoſt any 
man, tolerably free from the prejudices of educa- 


tion, may eaſily fee ; and which have, in effect, 


been acknowledged and lamented by many of the 
wiſeſt and beſt men of that communion ; who 
would have been glad of a farther reformation with 
J 


„The judicious, epiſcopalian Authors of the Free and con/id 
Difquifitions reluri'g ie the cburch of England, ſay, The re 


% formation of OUR CHURCH was never brought to that pe- 


4 feclion which the firſt undertakers and promoters of ic intend- 
* ed; and which many of the cuorth eſt ot their ſucceſſots have 


« deſired and pleaded ſor ſince.“ Third Edit, Dubii 


n, 1750. 


P. 240. 


The 


* — : 4 - Cs = * = * a — ww 
- 5 g = — — — — o - — ——— . A wm" 
<a 2 M* — — ar — : 8 — — — ry ts mnt tn 9 bs => 
* * e ” 7 — 3 - - 7 * 
3 — : 2 


128 Obſeroations on the Charter and 


The gentleman, by introducing this good pre- 
ſumption, as he calls it, though without foundation, 
in favour of the church of England, ſhews at leaſt 
that he had not forgotten the great and important 
deſign of the Society's miTions in theſe parts, viz. 
propagating the peculiarities of epiſcopacy, and re- 
conciling us to the church of England. Hic labor, 
BDioc opus et. What ſucceſs the Society and miſ- 
ſionaries may have in this favourite project, which 
engroſſes ſo much of the attention, and abſorbs ſo 
much of the revenues of the former, while it is 
almoſt the ſole buſineſs of the latter; God only 
knows. But I have good reaſon to think that, in 
general, I ſpeak the ſenſe of far the greater, wiſer 
and better part of the people in New-England in 
the following paragraph 5 
When we conſider the real conſtitution of the 
church of England; and how aliene her mode of 
worſhip is from the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and 
the apoſtolic times: When we conſider her enor- 
mous hierarchy, aſcending by various gradations 
from the dirt to the ſkies : When we conſider the 
. viſible effects of that church's prevailing among us 
to the degree that it has: When we reflect on what 
our Forefathers ſuffered from the mitred, lordly 
SUCCESSORS of the fiſhermen of Ga'ilee, for non- 
conformity to a non, inſtituted mode of worſhip 


p. 246. They afterwards produce the teſtimony of great 
numbers of the moſt eminent biſhops, and other learned men 
of che church of England, both clergy and larry, to ſupport 
the aſſertion aforeſaid. And they have themſcives mentioned 
almoſt innumerable things, which they own to be. very excep- 

| tionable in Heir oavn church. They alſo - cknowledge, p. 334. 

that the learned Mr. Pierce's VI x pIcAT ION of the Diſſenters 

_ & was never anſwered, although fomebody or other hath at- 

 *© tempted it. — And it they had added, that it never all, por 
cn be anſwered, they had not gone too ſar, Indeed, theſe 

- Di/quiſitions themſelves contain one of the fulleſt and moſt un- 
antwerable Vindication of our dient from the church of Eng- 

land, that have appeared; though unde/igned. Ss 


which 
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which occaſioned their flight into this weſtern world: 
When we conſider that, to be delivered from theit 
unholy zeal and oppreſſions, countenanced by ſcep- | 
tered tyrants, they threw themſelves as it were into 

the arms of Savages and Batbarians : When we 
reflect, that one principal motive to their exchang- 
ing the fair cities, villages, and delightful fields of 
Britain for the then inhoſpitable ſhores and deſarts 
of America, was, that they might here enjoy, un- 
moleſted, God's holy word and ordinances, with- 
out ſuch heterogeneous and ſpurious mixturcs as 
were offenſive to their well- informed conſciences : 
When we conſider the narrow, cenſorious and bit- 
ter ſpirit that prevails in too many of the epiſco- 
palians among us : and what might probably be the 
fad conſequence, if this growing party ſhould once 
get the upper hand here, and a major vote in our 
houſes of Aſembly: (in which caſe the church of 
England might become theeſtabliſhed religion here; 
teste be ordained, as in England, to exclude all but 
conformiſts from polts of honour and emolument; 3 
and all of us be taxed for the ſupport of biſhoys _ 
and their underlings :) When we ' conſider theſe 
things, and too many others to be now mentioned, 
we cannot well think of that church's gaining 
ground here to any great degree, and eſpetially of 
ſeeing biſhops fixed among us, without much re- 
luctance Will they never let us reſt in peace; 
except where all the weary are at ref? Is it not 
enough, that they perſecuted us out of the old 
world? Will they purſue us into the new to con- 
vert us here? compaſiing ſea and land to make 


vs proſelytes, while they negect the Heathen and 
heatheniſh plantations ! What other new world re- 
mains as a ſanctuary for us from their oppreſſions, 
in caſe. of need? Where is the CoLumBvs to ex- 
plore one for, and pilot us to it, before we are 
conſumed by the flames, or deluged i in a flood of 

epiſcopacy ? 


1 | * 


* 
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epiſcopacy t- -For my own part, I can hardly 
ever think of our being purſued thus from Britain 
Into the wilds of America, and from world to 
world, without calling to mind, though without 
applying, that paſſage in the Revelation of St. 
Jonn : And to the woman were given two wings 
© of a great eagle, that ſhe might fly into the wil- 
1 derneſs, into her place; where ſhe is nouriſhed 
£6 from the face of the ſerpent. And the 
” ſerpent caſt out of his mouth water as a flood, 
« after the woman; that he might cauſe her to be 
6e carried away of the flood.” 
One of our Kings, it is well known, ET his 
Scotch ſubjects to take up arms againſt him, in a 
great meaſure, if not chiefly, by attempting to 
force the Engliſh liturgy upon them, at the inſti- 
ation of the furious epiſcopal zealots of that day; 
by whom he was wheedled and duped to his de- 
88 But GOD be praiſed, we have a KING, 
whom Heaven long preſerve and proſper, too wiſe 
Juſt and good to be put upon any violent meaſures, 
to gratify ien of ſuch a depraved turn of mind. 
c is not my deſign, however, to. diſhonour 
the more moderate and Chriſtian ſpirit of the Eng- 
liſh biſhops ſince the RevoLvTioN, particularly of 
this day, by comparing it to the perſecuting, anti- 
chriſtian ſpirit of many prelates, antecedent to that 
glorious ERA of Britiſh . | 


SECTION 


SECTION XXIII. 


Part of two letters of Sir WILLIAM Asus, 


Knight and Alderman, relative to the Society ; 


with 4 ort Remarks on mem. 


HE author has in his hands two original let- 

ters of Sir WILLIAM Asus, Preſident 
of "the Society for propagating the Goſpel in New- 
England and the parts adjacent in America; of which 
De: DoveLA4ss ſays, ** Fhe whole revenue of the 
6s corporation is J. 500 to /. 600 ſterling per An- 
* num. At preſent they exhibit ſnull, but well- 
placed N to ſeveral miſſionaries, Engliſh and 


Indians . Theſe letters of Sir WiLLIAM 
were Written to 1 perſon i in Boſton, concerning the 
affairs of that Socrety ; but contain ſome ſtrictures 
on the other; by which it appears how early it was 
ſuſpected, that their views were not altogether ſo 
public- ſpirited and catholic, as might have been 
wiſhed, The firſt of them is dated, London, 
Auguſt 5, 1704. and contains the remarkable 


words following „% We have lately had a new 
Corporation ereted here fer propagating the go- 
& fel, &c. among the epiſcopal clergy. In my laſt 


“letters in Marc, I ſent Mr. SewALL a ſcheme. 
& of their proceedings. I envy not their engaging 
in ſo pious a deſign, but heartily wiſh them all 


& imaginable ſucceſs. But their firſt ſteps diſcover 


0 great deal of charity for their fellow Chriſti 
© ans. For they would infinuate, that We have 


no miniſters employed in this converſion work in 


+ Summ, Hifl. and Political, &c. Vol. II. Pag. 122. 


The Author's Father was more than 60 years a preacher of 


the goſpel to the Indians; em ployed by the Commiſſi zoners of this 


Socicty. 


I 2 America; 
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«© America; and therefore I cannot expect much 
“ from them. I doubt not but thoſe employed by 
« vs are as good miniſters as the beſt of them, (tho! 
they have not epiſcopal ordination) and may be 
«+ fitter to be employed in this work,” So. 
The other letter bears date Auguſt 10, 1714. 
and contains the following paſſage “ It is a 
great rejoicing to us, to hear from you of the 
ce fucceſs that our endeavours have had amongſt. 
« thoſe poor people; [i. e. the Indians] and I 
<« heartily wiſh he Society you take notice of had 
% made greater improvements of the advantages they 
© Have over us. But I am afraid God will not 
ce bleſs their endeavours ; they having neither right 
ends in their view, nor employing proper inſtru- 
« ments in the work. To propagate the Chriſtian 
religion in its purity and ſimpliciiy, is an heavenly 
6 work ; but to make it only a colour to aggran- 
« dize the bierarchy, and to. promote the intereſt 
and glory of what they call The Church, cannot 
either be called a good work, nor can exper a 
„ þleſſing upon it. 
Whether the 9 of the Society Ginos theſe 
letters were written, and the ſeries of facts relative 
thereto, do not prove to a demonſtration, that the 
Society have been influenced by narrow, party, 
unworthy views in a great degree; and conſequent- 
ly, that Sir WILLIAM was no ill prophet, 1s ſub- 
' mitted to the judgment of the intelligent and im- 
Partial reader. 


* 


UA „ 


* 
+ 
fr 
1 
5 Ll 
N 
f 
4 
6 Wh 
- 0 
1 
1 
j 
MW 9 
i 
u 
7 ! 
14 
19 
OS | 
? ly 
o 
ins i 
1 
0 
+ BL T 
' * 
>| 
\ 0 
+ | __ 
\ 
i 4 
1 
| 
1 | 
- 1 
k 
G f 
i 
L 
1. | 
7 
Td 
Li 
A = 
30 
un 
* 9 
1 
111. 
, 
l l * 
N. "y 
149 9 
11 } £1 
; (IRS 51 
LL! N 
þ l 
Th 
(RET TY 
4 | +41! = 
7 { 
} 4 147% 
* 5 
1 15 
a. I 
ll N 
24 45 1 
4 1 0 ry 
1 ! 
. fl 
- 4. N l 
RE 71 1 
{1 1 g 
t FAR 
t 3 
ul el f 4 
A "I 
HEL 
_ ©» 
JJ, * 
[an „ 
T4 * 
fl . * 
11 \ * 
i199 i 
«47 
1 | 
N 
1 q 
1. i 1 
E 188 3 p 
& |; [YE # 
[ * 1 
Inne 
TT 
1 14. 
* | 
188 th ff 
i KIN 
„ 
191 08 
Ne 
U. 3 
YG! | 
99 "Pu U 
he . 
7 4” 8 j 
* 1 9 
Wt 7 
11 8, 
. 
N 1 
434 7 1 
te i 7 
. 4 4 
Gt 9 
1 
U > | | 
T4108 i 
£ 89 I. 
4% 
1 j 
as! 3 wy 
wet fo tr 
N. 
10 
Nee 
5 1 
4 1 
4 f . 
Nein 
Wl Lt 
en 
Th F 
Fr 
4 q 
hf! 37 Þ 
Z 4 a 
: 1 1 
01” « 1 
£11 | 
$7.08 775 
18 wi 
1 Nie 
us | 1 1 
r . 
| "1 
» $81 "4 
„ IMUS 
7 t is 8 1:9 
Nur 11 " 
7 D 1 
4 * . 
i 16), ' 
l 7 
< | 2» 1 0 
N. in 
+; 10 %%% 
il 2 4 
1 17 
nl tl 
N 8! "144 
' Wn 147 AY 
l n 5 
Ml 174 
„ T-POOT - 
" {140 
U eien 
11h» nn 
6 Hit 4 
di; 
4 1 . 
Ro it We 
Ki 615 4 1 
* 6 0 
* 5 + 1 It 
onen 
7 ih 
Q n 
N 4 N 1138 
1 11 i 
7 by #1; [1 
0181; 4? ſ 
mw q Au 
* ine 
* 1 " 
2 ie 


_ _ = 
— — — — 
— — 5 
— — — 


SECTION 


Condult of the Soeix vv, &c. 133 


SECTION XXIV. 


That by the Ceſſion of Canada, Sc. there is now 4 


noble Proſpect of much being done towards ci riſti- 
anizing the Indians, provided this good Work is 
- heartily and diſcreetly proſecuted, 


Wade is paſt cannot be recalled, or un- 
done: But abuſes may be reformed, it the 
authors ſhould be ſenſible of them, and not above 
altering their meaſures. The ceſſion of Canada 
and the beſt part of Louiſiana, if confirmed to 
Great-Britain, will give the ſeveral religious and 


charitable Societies in England, Scotland, and 


New England, erected for promoting the common 


eauſe of Chriſtianity, advantages for ſpreading the 
goſpel among the Heathen in America, much ſu- 


perior to what they would otherwiſe be. And tho 


ſome of the political reaſons for attempting the con- 


verſion of the Indians, may not be altogether ſo 
ſtrong as they were, while we had the French ſo 


near us for rivals and enemies on this continent; 


yet all the obligations ariſing from Humanity, piety 
and charity remain in their full force. Yea, theſe 
are really heightened in the ſame degree that ob- 
ſtacles to this good work are removed out of the 
way. It may be naturally expected that the Indi- 
ans will be more acceſſible and tractable to us and 


our miſſionaries, by reaſon of the fall of Canada, 
and the French power in America, than they were 


before, either to ©s or to the French; as they will 
now be rather more dependent upon us. Theſe 
circumſtances, of ſuch great importance to the 


. proſperity of the Britiſh colonies, and to Great- 


Britain herfelf, may well be conſidered as a loud 
call of Providence to her and them, to engage 


13 3 
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heartily in the buſineſs of chriſtianizing the Na- 
tives: And the religious obligation hereto, increaſes 
in proportion to the proſpect, or probability of 
ſucceſs in the attempt; as was hinted before. 
There is no reaſon to doubt, from any thing 
that is paſt, but that the Societies referred to be- 
fore, excepting one, will be forward to improve the 
opportunity, and all advantages which God in his 
providence affords, for ſpreading the knowledge of 
his truth, and the common ſalvation among the 
American Savages. And ſo far as words and pro- 
| feſiins can go, even the moſt ſolemn, and ad- 
dreſſed to the greateſt perſonages, there is the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to conclude that that Society will 
not neglect ſo fair an opportunity as is now pre- 
ſented to them, for propagating Chriſtianity among 
theſe nations. For the Society for propagating the 
gxfpel in foreign parts, in their addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, 1760, preſented by the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, expreſs themſelves thus“ "This So- 
ciety was wiſely-founded by our great deliverer. 
« King WiLlLI1amM, that the remoteſt of the planta- 
& tions, by the inſtruction of an orthodox clergy, 
might be preſerved from the danger of infideli- 
wt» "and guarded againlt the reſtleſs attempts of 
% Popery; and that the pure light of the goſpel 
might be ſpread amongſt hoſe 2 _ who 
fat in the darkneſs of Heatheniſm. he glorious. 
acquiſitions which have enlarged Ne Majeſty's 
en pire in America, open a yet more extenſive field 
For our attention and care, And we do HUMBLY | 
„ AND SOLE MNLY ASSURE your Majeſty, that, ſo 
far as our ability reaches, —we will exert our 


* 


4 
4 


* 
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my.” 


Y 


„ ulmaſt endeavours, that no part cf your Majeſty's 
% dorainions for which our duty calls us to provide, 
may remain unfurniſhed with the means of being 
| i in genuine Chriſtianity : and will co 
TY Vers Whether this ſhould not & 

ave 


* 


K 
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have been, Beo1N] © to ſtudy and »/e diligently the 
«« moſt probable methods of converting, not only 
„the NEGRO SLAVES, but the neighbouring Ix- 
* 'DIANSF.”? 

It is to be hoped that the venerable Society will 
not forget theſe s0LEMN ASSURANCES, as they 
ſeem to have forgotten others ſimilar to them in 
times paſt; and go on to miſapply large ſums an- 
nually, for ſupporting and increaſing the epiſcopal 
party or faction in New- England, inſtead of »/ing 
diligentiy the moſt probable methods of converTiNG 
either the NzGRO SLAVES or neighbouring INDIANS, 
If Indian converſions have hitherto been under- 
taken by the Society only . incidentally, and as it 
«< were ex abundanti, as Mr. Apthorp ſays; yet it 
may be expected that: after theſe proteſtations, 
they will undertake them in a different manner; 
with more zeal and vigour, and a leſs ſparing hand 
as to money; curtailing their ſuperfluous expences 
in the Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut Þ, where their 
aſſiſtance is not needed to ſave us from atheiſm, i! in- 
fidelity, or popery; ; where g 


„ Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus ils 
„ Tempus eget.” — 


Or if their memory ſhould be ates: it may 
be hoped there will not be wanting thoſe about his 
| Majeſty's perſon, to remind them of their humble 
and ſolemn aſſurances to Him : Eſpecially ſince their 
non-obſervance of them may prove of very perni- 
cious conſequence, not only to his American do- 


minions, but to Great-Britain, Of which! in hs 
following ſection. 


+,» Vid. 5 Megaxine Appendix, 1 P. A | 
+ The author has, within a few days, been 4 "NE? that 
in the province of ' New-Hamp/hire there is a legal proviſion 


made for the ſupport of a public religion, ſimilar to that | in 
thoſe two other New-England governments. 
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8 o N XXV. = ; 


Of the political Reaſons ſtill remaining, for endeas 
- youring to cbriſtianiae the Indians. 


\ OME people r may perhaps i imagine, that "EGS 
the ceſſion of Canada, Tc. there are no mo- 
| tives or reaſons beſides merely religious ones, to at- 
tempt the civilizing and converting the American 
Indians. That the polilical ones which before ſub- 
fiſted, are leſened in ſome degree, is not denied; 
but, that they are wholly ceaſed, no one who duly 
conſiders the matter, can ſuppoſe. 
To ſay nothing of the benefits that might re- 
ſult herefrom to the - agriculture, fiſhery, and 
navigation. of the colonies, and to the Britiſh 
commerce, even upon ſuppoſition that there was 
not a jeſuit, popiſh prieſt, emiſſary, or one 
Frenchman upon this continent; it is to be remem- 
bered, that human affairs are ſubje& to great 
| changes and revolutions, as we have lately ſeen, 
par.icularly in America. We cannot be certain 
that others may not take place hereafter, almoſt as 
much to our prejudice, as thoſe are to our advan- 
tage. At lcafſt, human prudence requires. that 
every thing of that ſort ſhquld be guarded againſt, 
as far as human foreſight and power can do it. 
And one means hereof doubtleſs is, uſing the pre- 
ſent opportunity of ſpreading, as far as may be, 
the Chriſtian, Proteſtant religion among the Na- 
tives; and thereby enga ing them heartily in the 

Britiſh intereſt, in Ry, 10 to the F rench. 
The French are a very powerful and . 
ambitious and enterpriſing nation: They do not 
long fit down eaſy under great laſſes; and they ſoon 
recover themſelves by peace, after being cxhauſted 
by war. In all probability, they will continue q 
carry 


1 
* 
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carry on intrigues with the Indians of Canada, and 
on the Eaſt of the Miſſiſippi, by means of their 
emiſſaries, to the prejudice of our colonies; not 
without hopes of finding their ends in it at laſt— 
The. reverend and learned EDwWaR D WicerLes- 
woRTH, D. D. HoLListan * Profeſſor of divinit 
at Harvard College in Cambridge, who has thought 
much and long on the affair of the miſſions and the 
Indians, has obliged me with two or three letters 
ſince I have been writing on this ſubject. In one 
of them (which I obtained his leave to make uſe 
of on this occaſion) he ſpeaks particularly of what 
has. laſt been hinted at. And, I conceive, the beſt 
uſe I can make of it, is to give the public the ſub- 
lande of it in che . 8 0 words, as follows; ; 


a Probably it may now be generally thought, 
1 that ſince Canada is reduced, nothing more is to 

de apprehended from the Indians; but that we 
ce 
* bourhood with them. Though it may be thought 

5% weakneſs, I muſt own, that 1 entertain ver 
* different - apprehenſions. I believe that the 
« French, in ſpite of all precautions that can be 
<« taken, will continue miſſionaries among all thoſe 
“ tribes of Indians, who have been uſed to have 
« them; and will thruſt them into as many others 
as they poſſibly can. One great buſineſs of theſe 
% will be, to keep up a ſtrong diſaffection to the 
Engliſh in the Savages, in hopes of making uſe 
* of them, at ſome future favourable conjuncture, 
to diſtreſs our provinces again, and recover their 
* own loſſes. To anſwer ſuch an end, the French 
+ miſſionaries will make no difficulty to dreſs and 


paint like Savages, and paſs for as very Indians 


N. B. This Proſgſſerſpip was in great part endowed by the 
worthy Mr. THOMAS HoLLis of London, merchant, ſome time 


er Aecrrled a very e benefactor to our College. 
uh EE 8 


ſhall live in perpetual peace and good neigh- 


66 
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as any of them, even in viſits to our forts and 
frontier towns. And I know of nothing that 
can prevent ſuch miſmanagements, but our ha- 
ving miſſionaries among the Indians, who ſhall 


© be men of genius enough to gain their efteem, and 


the ſame aſcendency over them, which the French 
miſſionaries get, wherever they come. 


f any ſhould be fo ſanguine as to flatter them- | 


ſelves, that we ſhall never again have a weak ad- 
miniſtration at bome, which may encourage the 


French to attempt to recover what they haye loſt 


in America; yet we have ſound by experience, 
when Mr. DumMmEgr commanded in chief, that 
by jeſuitical influence the Indians may be ſpirited 
to make war upon us, even when the French 
dare not appear to help or abet them. And if 
that war had not been conducted in a manner 
very different from the conduct of any other war 


we have ever had with our Eaſtern tribes of In- 


dians, before or ſince; they would have been no- 
more humbled then, than they uſed to be at 
other times; but might have continued to haraſs 
our borders, till we had been much more weary of 
the war than they. And if any tribes of e 
now ſhould be ſet on, by fecret French emiſſaries 


among them, to ravage our new ſettlements, and 
murder the inhabitants; I ſuſpe& they might 


live better by it than by bunting: And they might 


[perhaps] be better ſupplied with all they want, 
except money for our ſcalps, by ſuch Engliſh pro- 


vinces as they were plea ſed not to moleſt, th an On 5 


* ever were by the F rench i in FONT” 


The preceding extract is given, not only! as very 


clearly and preciſcly expreſſing my own apprehen- 


Hons; but becauſe it is naturally concluded, that 


coming from an aged gentleman, of ſo ſuperior 
and reſpectable a character as Dr, WiGGLESWORTH, | 


8 it 
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it will have a greater attention paid to it, than the 


fame things coming only from myſelf could have 
claimed. Let me add; It is undoubted fact, that 
in ſome of our French and Indian wars, the Savages 
have been ſupplied even with ammunition from one 


or more of the Britiſh colonies: And it has been 
reported, I believe truly, that the cloaths of ſome 


of our people, butchered by them, have been very 
amicably fold at Albany, with the blood upon tbem.— 
In a word, the neceſſity of having a cooliderable 


number of miſſionaries among the Indians, is ſo 


apparent and urgent, in a political, as well as reli- 
gious conſideration of things; that one can hardly 
help entertaining ſome hopes that the government, 
either at home or in America, or both, may in their 
wiſdom ſee cauſe to do ſomething towards ſending 


and ſupporting them: At leaſt, that the ſeveral 
corporations erected in part, if not chiefly for that 
very end, will purſue 1 It with a zeal GW to the 


Fj We d of it. © 
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Containing ſome farther Strifures on the Name 
© of Mr. por s N bis Defence of the 


"ny 


R. nber 8 "dries of the Soc is in- 


though it has not been thought needful to follow 


him ſtep by ſtep; yet, J flatter myſelf, enough 


has been ſaid to convince the impartial, that thoſe 
Conſiderations were both written and publiſhed with 
far too little conſideratiun. He began his triumph, 


however, or rather inſult, in the title-page, by a 


long, 


titled. Consiper aTIOns,” Cc. And 
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long. ſcornful, moſt contemptuous motto; in which 
he intimates, how much beneath him he thought 
it to enter the liſts with any perſon, who was ſo 
hardy as to object againſt the Society; reproaching 
them all, in effect, as vain, impudent lars—— 
„ Vanos continuo ac mendaces eſſe.“ This re- 
viling motto, which ſerves him as an exordium, is 
from the Evangelical Preparation of Eusxzrus; 
and on the other ſide of the ſame leaf are ad ver- 
tized * SERMONS on PRAYER, with Forms of 
* DREvOTION:“ which we may charitably ſuppoſe 
deſigned for general uſe ;—both for thoſe who 
had devotion before, without much formality ; and 
' thoſe who had formality enough before, without 
much devotion. Next appears his humble ſubmiſſion 
of his defence, to the judgment and deciſion” 
of his venerable Clients, the Society, of which he 
is himſelf a member. In the firſt page (numbered 
7) he propoſes a queſtion that is hardly intelligible; 
ſpeaks of it as very * intereſting,” and modeſtly 
expreſſes his intention to determine it * once for 
all; - And this, without “ the leaſt intention 
of offence or controverſy,” (p. 8.) Heallo ſays 
there, The propoſed vindication is deſigned to 
„ convince the candid. To confute the obſtinate, 
* and ſilence the malicious, is not in the power of 
& reaſon,” But, by the way, I have always ſup- 
: poſed. that the ob/ityate were as capable of being 
confuted by the power of reaſon, as others.z though 
much more hard to be convinced, or put to ſilence : 
And I hope that this gentleman will never ſerve as 
an example, to ſhew the wide difference betwixt 
theſe things, which he now ſeems to conſider a as mp 
ſame. Bur be that as it may, | 


_* Quid dignum tanto feret hic PROM1ISSOR biatu!” 


It appears that he was put upon this deſperate un- 
dertaking, by ſomething which, it ſeems, had of. 
tended 


Conduf? of the Socixry, Sc. I4r 
fended him in a news-paper, relative to the miſſions. 


And p. 9. he threatens the unknown author of a 
ſuppoſed inſult on the dead, with inſtant deſtruc- 


tion from his powerful quill; ſaying with the old 5 


Trojan Hero, 


Extinxiſſe nefas——, et ſumpſiſſe merentis 
Laudabor pœnas 


Conlidering the occaſion, I wonder he did not alone 


the next words allo: 


| ca hens expleſſe juvabit 
Uuricis flammæ, & cineres ſatiaſſe meorum. 


And the following line may perhaps be proper for 
a motto for him, if he ſhould again write on the 
ſubject : viz. 


Tallia ja#abam, et furiatd mente ferebar. 4 
But as he was to determine the matter once for all, 


we this is not to be expected. 


From the gth to the 18th page we find him 


chiefly employed, firſt in 7 18 and then in 


 mifrepreſcnting the charter; in putting in an exclu- 
ſive claim to orthodoxy for the clergy of the church 
of England ; making the Society ſtewards and ſo- 
vereign proprietors, in the ſame breath; reproach- 
ing others with “great ignorance, or ſomething 
« worſe;” reviling the religion of our Forefathers 


in the moſt opprobrious terms; and ſhewing how 


greatly our reformation in religion,. without the 
improvement of our morals or piety, is he work of 
the Society. 


* 


Having 8 prepared the way, he propoſes . 


: (p. 18.) „to take leave of this popular objection 


« [againſt the Society] with /o full a confutation, 
ts 9 it, will be difingenuous ever to advance it 


et again.“ How is that to be done Why, by 


bs * confidently reſting his proof. on the Tk 
able 


— — — To — — 2 > g _ 
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In ͤſuch a caſe, whoſe ars could poſſibly prevent 
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; cc able teſtimony of twWo- Prelates; — both of 
them members of the Society —— Let us fee how 


many metamorphoſes they have already paſt through; 
iſt, they were Clients; 2dly, Judges; 3dly, they 
are Vitneſſes; and all in the ſame cauſe, their own: 
But then, they are moſt unexceptionable Witneſſes 
<« incapable either of miſtake or miſrepreſentation in 


« a matter ſo thoroughly known to them.** And 
(p. 19.) he ſpeaks of the invincible reaſons” of 
one of them. So that Mr. Apiborp's fruitful ima- 


gination has produced another metamorphoſis. It 
ſeems they are now neither Clients, Judges, nor 
Witneſſes ; but, 4thly, Reaſoners, pleading their 
own cauſe, What they ſay, whether called their 
teſtimony or their reaſoning, has been taken notice 
of ; and others may think for themſelves, whether 
it is unanſtwerable and invincible, or not. 5 
Page 23. Mr. Apthorp, as well he might, makes 


an © apology for his undertaking to vindicate a So- 
& ciety, which is above cenſure, as it is incapable of 


« wrong motives.” —An extraordinary Society in- 
deed! And ſurely ſome aology was needed for of- 
ficiouſly undertaking the defence of a Society ſo 
incapable of erring. So that he has, in effect, in- 
fallible Clients, infallible Judges, infallible Wit- 
neſſes, and infallible Reaſoners; all on the ſame 


| fide with his own infallible Self, and all in the 


fame perſons ! Did ever any man undertake a more 
needleſs work | He ſeems indeed to repent ; and 
& promiſes, in amends, to employ his tud:es, for 
&« the future, to better purpoſes, (p. 23.) Upon 
which condition, I think he ought to be forgiven; 


and, all things conſidered, I know of none ſo un- 


likely to overlook his officious error, as the Society 


_ tbemſelves.—But it would ſeem hard, not to ſhew 


ſome lenity to him; eſpecially if, as he there ſays, 
T bis buſineſs, in truth, was forced upon him“ 


ther 
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their writing ; if they will but make the fad caſe their 


own ! This force, it ſeems, was chiefly put upon 
him by a Braintree gentleman, who, as he ſup- 


poſes; had inſulted the memory of a deceaſed miſ- 


 Lionary 3 and “ by the honour done him of ſharing 


in the inſult ;” as he has accurately expreſſed it. 


He is very ſevere on the ſaid Braintree gentleman : 


Whom, however, I ſhould think almoſt as inhuman 
and barbarous as he has been repreſented, if he de- 


fired any ſeverer revenge on Mr. Apthorp, than 


that he ſhould write more sven ConSIDERATIONS 


and Dz Fences. 


Mr. Apthorp then paſſes. thine other compliments 


of a pretty extraordinary nature, however juſt, on 


the Society, © the honour of our age and nation,“ 
Sc. Theſe might poſſibly, however, have come 
from ſome other perſon with as good a grace, as 


from a member of the Society; according to that 


old maxim, © Let another praiſe thee, and nt 


«© thine own mouth.” He then gives it as his opi- 


nion, that the Society “ cannot better apply their 


% munificence than in providing throughout our co- 


 & Jonies, for the decent celebration of public reli- 
& gion.“ 


« ſtant communions.* And who can doubt, but 


that this is a better way of applying their munificence, 
than ſending miſſionaries to the Heathens, or only 
to the Heatheniſh colonies, almoſt <* abandoned o 


* atheiſm and infidelity!' 


In the laſt page, however, he talks in a raptu- 


rous ſtrain about beholding this extenſive coun- 


try, juſt won to the Britiſh empire, gradually 
& acceding, AMONG its numerous inhabitants, to the 


< empire of Jzsvs CnRIsT, and of conſequence, 
40 flouriſhing in ARTS, in SCIENCE,” Cc. The 


arts 


By which, according to his whole ar- 
gument, he mult mean planting epiſcopal churches: 
_ even in thoſe colonies, where the people © have 


* the means of religion already, in other prote- 
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arts and ſciences are indeed very valuable in their 
places; though they do not ſeem to be amone' the 
primary or principal of thoſe important bleſſings, 
which flow from the knowledge and obedience of 
Jesus CRISsT. However, they are not to be de- 
ſpiſed. And who can doubt, but that they will be 
as much improved by the miſſion of ſo accompliſh- 
ed a Scholar as Mr. Apthorp, in the confines of our 
College, as the religious ſtate of the country has 
been amended by the epiſcopal miſſions in general? 
This was perhaps one deſign of the charitable So- 
ciety therein; that ſo the advancement of learning 
among us, may in time be as greatly their work, as 
the reformation of our religion is at preſent: $ 
would hope, much more ſo- 
After quoting ſomething on this noble occafion | 
from Vireir, Mr. Aptherp concludes with ſome 
fine lines from Mr. PopE's Mess1an ; though if he 
had either mentioned Pope's name, or marked 
them as a quotation, he might perhaps at once 
have been thought leſs a pcet by the common 
people, and given ill- natured critics leſs occaſion to 
tax him as a plagiary, Not that I myſelf in the 
leaſt doubt his poetical talents. For even in this 
didactic performance, he has obliged us with many 
ſpecimens of a ſingular imagination, a florid, rhe- 
torical diction, a briſk, lively way of reaſoning, 
marvellous turns of argument, ſurpriſing hyper- 
boles, and divers other licences even in grammar, 
truly poetical: Nay, he has altered, not to ſay cor- 
refed, two of theſe lines from PoE! 


* 4 


Dum malè recitas, incipit eſſe un 


Now, from a gentleman whoſe profaic, argu- 
mentative compoſitions are ſo agreeably bemuſed, 
| what might not be expected, if he were to write 

poetry: in earneſt {—But it may be doubted, whe- 

Ns d ther 
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ther he will be able to ſpare time from his more 


important concerns, to oblige the world in this way; 
— 80 Ong of late ſuppoſe, 


» his reverend mind 
5 8 Begins to grow right-rev'rendly inclin'd.” — 


_ : ; — — — 


The CONCLUSION. 


W HATEVER any may imagine, the Au- 

thor of the foregoin Obſervations ſeriouſly 
declares, that he heartily wiſhes Mr. Apthorp well; 
happy here and hereafter. And if theſe Obferva- 
tions ſhould contribute any thing towards ſhewing 


Bim to himſelf, this will not tend to obſtruct, but 


to promote that benevolent end— 

But the main end which he had in view, Was 
much more extenlive, general and important; — 
that of ſerving, the op of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, of pure and undefiled religion in America ; 
in diſtinction from all private, party-opinions what- 
_ ſoever. He is very far from making any preten- 
| ions to an exemption from miſtakes. But as to 
his ſincerity, and the uprightneſs of his intentions; 
if it were expedient to make proteſtations in ſuch 
caſes, he could very chearfully appeal to that tribu- 
nal, at which ALL are finally to appear. 

Notwithſtanding he is in principle and profeſſion 
an anti-epiſcopalian ; yet he ſincerely loves and ho- 
nours all virtuous, candid, and moderate men of 
all denominations among Chriſtians; by no means 
_ excepting thoſe of the epiſcopal communion ; with 
| ſeveral of whom he has a perſonal and agreeable 
acquaintance, which he would be glad to keep up: 
Nor would he willingly and unneceſſarily give of- 
ues to any perſon of that perſuaſion, 

| Though 
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Though he wiſhes the people of New-England 
to ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith CHRIST hath 
made them free; and not to return under that yoke 
of cpilcopal bondage, which ſo miſerably galled 
the necks of our Forefathers, that they were not 
able to bear ir, and therefore took refuge in Ame- 
rica; yet he is far from deſiring to inflame the paſ- 
ſions of any one ſect or party againſt another: So 
far from it, that he would ſincerely rejoice to be in 
the leaſt degree inſtrumental of uniting them in the 
bonds of Chriſtian charity, on the true plan of the 
goſpel. In order to which, he cannot think an 
exact uniformity either in ſentiment, or in modes of 
2 ſpip and diſcipline, neceſſary, The former is im- 
poſſible in this imperfect ſtate, on divers accounts; 
and the latter not to be expected, unleſs in coun- 
tries where the invaluable bleſſing of liberty is ſa- 
crificed to a far inferior object. Zealous attempts 
to eſtabliſh an exact uniformity in religion, have ge- 
nerally, if not always, proved pernicious to the 
peace of ſociety, to chriſtian charity and morals, 
in a very high degree: All eccleſiaſtic hiſtory is a 
proof of this. Such an uniformity, and the ad- 
vancement of the hierarchy, have too apparently 
been favourite objects with the Society all along, 
particularly as to New-England; while the Heathen- 
iſh colonies, the poor Negroes and Indians have 
been proportionably neglected. And to what one 
valuable purpoſe ?—unleſs cauſing alienation of af- 
fections, and animoſities among us, can be ac- 
counted ſuch !—And theſe are the principal fruits 
Which, conſidering the religious ſtate of this coun- 
try, can in reaſon be expecled from a continued 
proſecution of this deſign. 
The Author concludes with his humble * ear- 
neſt prayers, that Gop would unite all the Sociz- 
TIES for the Propagation. of TRUE RELIGION, 


whether 
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whether in England, Scotland, or America, in a 
ſincere deſire to promote zhat alone; and afford 
them reſpectively ſuch lights and directions as may 
ſerve to advance this one, ſingle, moſt important 
end, to his own glory, and the good of mankind; 
till in the revolutions of times and ſeaſons, which 
He keeps in his own power, the cosPEL or THE 
e KINGDOM ſhall be preached for a witneſs among 
© ALL NATIONS” and that grand event ſhall take 
place, in praying for which all ſincere Chriſtians 
are already united ;——even that his KINGDOM 
may come, and HIS WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS 
IX IS IN HEAVEN. AMEN! e 
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Cam res 511; ſuas, quibus utique notiores ex ſunt, accurate pla- 


neque doceant ; i vero quaſdam tantam iis de rebus ſuſpi- 


ciones, quas minime perſpectas habent, in abſurdas ac futiles 
diſputationum ineptias conferant : 2tris obſecro kdem haben- 
dam eſſe ratio ſuadeat ? imo, indignum certe fuerit, vel: hoc 


quzrere. Vanos continu6 ac mendaces eſle, qui eas reſpuunt, 
neceſſe eſt. 


Bosen. Prep. Evang. l. in. c. . 15. ex vers. Vigeri. 
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TO HIS GRACE 
TT 
LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, 

AND. 
PRESIDENT 
TO THE | 
VENERABLE SOCIETY 
FOR THE 
PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL 
1 N 
FOREIGN PARTS, 
| THESE CONSIDERATIONS 


| IN APPEAL TO THEIR JUDGMENT AND DECISION, + 


BY THEIR DUTIFUL MISSIONARY, 


E. APTHORP, 


CONSIDERATIONS 


on THE 


INSTITUTION AND CONDUCT 


OF THE 


8 O C I. E I TY, We. 


_— 


WIV r. THER he Society for the Propagation 
of the Goſpel in Foreign parts conform to the 
deſign of their incorporation, by maintaining epiſ- 
5 cod churches in the ſettled Towns and Villages of . 
North-America: or whether they have not miſap- 
plied a fund originally limited to the converſion of 
Heathens : is a queſtion ſo intereſting to the Miſ- 
ſionaries and their congregations, that the impartial 
Public will not be unfavourable to an attempt to de- 
termine it, once for all, by authentic vouchers. 
Should this ſuppoſed miſapplication evidently ap- 
pear; every honeſt Miſſionary muſt be anxious of 
the propriety and right application of his ſervices as 
a miniſter of the Goſpel. But if, from the whole 
hiſtory and proceedings of the Society, i it ſhall ap- 
pear, that their direct and immediate object is the 
propagation of the, Goſpel in our Colonies and 
Plantations : the Society will be vindicated from a 


popular objection 3 and the Miſſionaries will be in- 


titled to that candid opinion, and fair acceptance of 


their labours, which is due to their integrity and 
diligence. : 


Whatever 
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Whatever ſhall be advanced in theſe papers is far 
from the leaſt intention of offence or controverſy. 
The writer ſincerely honours Virtue in whomſoever ; 
and is perſuaded, that Good Men of all commu- 
nions co-operate in promoting the end of Chriſti- 
anity. The propoſed Vindication is deſigned to 
convince the Candid, To confute the obſtinate, 
and ſilence the malicious, is not in the power of 
Reaſon, Yet to calumniate the living, and inſult 
the dead, whoſe intentions can only be ſcrutinized. . 
at the ſupreme tribunal, is an outrage that deſerves 
the public deteſtation : and, in a late inſtance, 


+ ettſi nullum memorabile nomen 
nec habet victoria laudem: 


Exüaxite nefas tamen, et ſumpliſſe merentis 
Laudabor pœnas 


All the proceedings and the whole hiſtory of the 
Society invariably repreſent it, as firſt del to 
benefit the Engliſh ſubjects; and then, as an open- 
ing ſhould be made, the Africans and Indians. 
The Cha rk, granted by King WILLIAM III. 
in 1701, thus expreſſes the deſign of their incorpo- 
ration. Whereas, in many of the Engliſh plan- 
'< tations, colonies, and factories beyond the ſeas, 
the proviſion for Miniſters is very mean; and 
© many others of the ſaid Colonies are wholly de- 
c {titute and unprovided of a maintenance for Mi- 
niſters and the public worſhip of Gop : and for 
© Jack of ſupport and maintenance for learned and 
orthodox miniſters, to inſtruct our loving suB- 
JECTS in the principles of true Religion, many 
of our ſaid ſubjects do want the adminiſtration 
of Gop's word and ſacraments: We think it 
our duty to promote the glory of Gop, by the 
Inſtruction of our People in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion: and that it will be highly conducive for ac- 
W thoſe ends, that a ſufficient mainte- 


© nance 
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nance be provided for an orthodox clergy 1 
LIVE AMONGST THEM: and that ſuch other pro- 
viſion be made as may be neceſſary for the pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel in thoſe parts. We 
have, for the conſiderations AFORESAID, and 
for the better and more orderly carrying on the 
ſaid charitable purpoſes, conſtituted and appoint- 
ed a Society——the major part of whoſe mem- 
bers preſent at certain meetings, may conſult, de- 
termine, and make Ax CONSTITUTIONS, LAWS, 
AND STATUTES WHATSOEVER, Which to them 
ſhall ſeem reaſonable, profitable or requiſite, for 
the good eſtate, rule, order, and government of 
the ſaid corporation, and the more effectual pro- 
moting their charitable deſign.” 
From theſe paragraphs we may deduce the fol- 
| lowing certain concluſions. 1. That the primary 
intention of this Society was, to maintain a public 
| Religion in the Engliſh Colonies, among the natu- 
ral ſubjects of Great-Britain; and to provide a 
maintenance for an orthodox clergy ; which (as 


Fa AA a W M W N 6G M U WW an 


the charter was obtained by the members of the 


Church of England) muſt, in all reaſonable con- 
ſtruction, mean a clergy of their own church. The 
reaſon of the ſupport of that clergy, is for the in- 
ſtruction of our own people in the Chriſtian Religion, 
and that they may live amongst them as their ſettled 
and reſident Miniſters. This is the primary and 
main intention of incorporating that Society : viz. 

the maintaining Epiſcopal Miniſters in the Colo- 

nies, for the.ſupport of public worſhip among, the 
Engliſh ſubjects in their own Provinces, in the "moſt 
populous and ſettled parts of the continent, where 
they may be moſt uſeful. 

2. Their ſecondary deſign is expreſſed in very 
large and indefinite terms: That ſuch other pro- 
1 viſion may be made, as may be neceſſary for the 
* PO} of the * in thoſe parts ;* that is. 


in 


| 
| 
ö 
| 
| 
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in any of the Engliſh colonies or plantations, with 


no particular reſtriction to the Indians of this con- 


tinent, who are not once mentioned in the whole 
charter : which only implies, that the Society ſhould 
diſcretionally improve all favourable opportunities, 


of diſſeminating the Goſpel among ſuch Heathens 
as could be induced to receive it. Thus far it ap- 
pears, that the fr} and principal end of this cor- 
© poration is, not to plant Chriſtianity among Hea- 


© thens, but to reſtore or preſerve it among Chri- 


Lay 


© ſtians: and that the converting Heathens is a ſe- 


condary incidental point. For as our colomes are 
ſettled in Heathen countries; it is not unlikely, 
that if we can preſerve Religion among our own. 


people, many of the Heathens will be the better 


. „ fag 5 
3. It is obſervable, that a large diſcretionary 


power is left to the Society, to regulate their inſti- 


tution, and even occaſionally to make alterations in 


it, in ſuch a manner as to render it moſt beneficial 
to Religion, whether in our colonies, or among the 


bordering nations. For this purpoſe, they and their 


ſucceſſors for ever are impowered to make any laws 


or conſtitutions that ſhall ſeem reaſonable, profit- 


able or requiſite for the good eſtate and govern- 
ment of the Society, and the effectual promoting 
its charitable deſign. Thus, with an evidence be- 
yond exception, it appears, that their conduct, in 


placing Churches among us, is in all reſpects con- 


formable to their Inſtitution; and to any one who 
cries out on imaginary abuſes or miſapplications, 
the Socicty may reply, fike the wife and good 
houſholder, whoſe Stewards they are, [s it not 

| © lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? 


© is thine eye evil, becauſe I am good? 


. 


A few reflections will ſhew the uſe of this appeal 


to the firſt conſtitution of the Society. 


Dr. STEBBING's Serme 1742. p. 18. 


In 
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In the firſt place, it argues great ignorance, or 
ſomething worſe, to miſrepreſent them as deſerting 
their plan and inſtitution, by ſettling Epiſcopal 
Churches in the Engliſh governments. By main- 
taining ſuch Churches and their reſident Miniſters 
in the very heart and boſom of our Colonies, in 
the moſt ſettled Provinces and moſt populous 
Towns; they keep to the primary and main in- 
tention of their Royal Founder; a Prince whoſe 
name is equally dear to Proteſtants of all commu- 


nions. The miſtakes on this matter, in this coun- 


try and province, whether wilful or ignorant, have 
ariſen from a partial and imperfe# idea of the ob- 
ject of the Society. The objection repreſents their 
ſecondary and incidental deſign as their /ole buſineſs ; 
Whereas, in truth, the Indian converſions are only 

_ ſubordinate to their principal moſt excellent and 
comprehenſive object, that of giving all the Britiſh 
ſubjects on this vaſt continent the means of public 
Religion. If it be faid, they have the means of 
Religion already, in other Proteſtant communions, 
this is not univerſally true: or wherever it happily 
is true; this brings us back to the claim of Liberty 
of Conſcience. The means of public Religion are 
NO MEANS to him whoſe Conſcience cannot uſe, or 
does not approve, them: no more than Popery or 
Mahometaniſm afford the means of Religion to a 
good Proteſtant, who happens to reſide 1 in Popiſh 
or Mahometan countries. 
The miſtakes on this ſubject have been made to 
appear very plauſible, by citations from the Ser- 

mons of the Society, expreſſing the moſt tender 


ſolicitude for the Heathen nations, and projecting 


the means and methods of converting them. This 
noble topic, of the extenſion and univerſality of 
Religion, has been managed by the preachers of 
the Society with great accuracy and erudition : and 
a theme ſo intereſting and magnificent, could not 


but 
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but engage their frequent regard. But it is never 
9 managed, as to exclude or undervalue their pri- 
mary and only praZicable object, of eſtabliſhing 
Churches in the Engliſh Provinces. Even while 
they molt earneſtly recommend all endeavours for 
the effeua! converſion of the bordering ſavages 3 
they never loſe ſight of their © principal aim, of 
* remedying in the farſt place the ill ſtate of Reli- 
gion in our colonies themſelves: and this with 
good reaſon, not only becauſe moſt of the people 
here are of Britiſh extraction; and all of them 
their Fellow - ſubjects; but without this care, the 
converſion of the neighbouring ſavages can hard- 
ly be effected “. . 
But although the Indian converſions are under- 
taken by our Society incidentally, and as it were 
ex abundanti: yet they have omitted no opportu- 
nity of promoting this pious work; as far as they 
have found it practicable. In the very infancy of 
their incorporation, an attempt was made to plant 
Chriſtianity among the Mohocks. The narrative of 
their miſſion to the Iroquois is extremely curious and 
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uſeful: but too long to be tranſcribed T. The ill 


ſucceſs of a deſign 10 well concerted, and encou- 
raced by the piety of Queen Anne, proves to a 
demonflration, the impoſſibility of making any fix- 
ed impreſſions of Religion on the minds of theſe 

military ſavages, Yet their unwearied zeal in this 
attempt was not checked by the diſappointment, 
They continued this miſſion, after ſome interrup- 
tions, and the care'of the Mobocks was committed 


to a gentleman I particularly and eminently quali- 
fied for this difficult work, It appears from the 


abſtracts of the Society? s proceedings, that in 


* Bp. of St. David's Sore, „ 
+ See Dr. HuurRREX's hiſt, of the Soc. ch. xi. 


1 Dr. HEN RT BarCLay, now the worthy rector of Tri- 
nic) -Church, in New-York. | 


. © 1742 
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1742 there was a regular ſober congregation of 
Five hundred Chriſtian Indians, and a daily in- 
creaſe of virtue and good manners among them. 
This,“ ſays Dr. ST:BBInG ®, is a thing by no 
means to be deſpiſed : and how know we but 
theſe ſmall beginnings may be the foundation of 
ſome great work, to be accompliſhed in Gop's 
due ſeaſon ?? Similar accounts are continued for 
ſome years after. But notwithſtanding this pro- 
miſing appearance, from the lateſt authorities, that 
have come to our hands, we find this Miſſion either 
much dwindled, or greatly interrupted, © the? Mo- 
* hock's River having been in 1758 a ſcene of all 
the horrors of war.” 

That the ſtate of Religion among ourſelves is now 
ſo much ſuperior to what it was, when the Miſſioas 
were firſt appointed, is, under Gop, ſo greatly the 
work of the Society, that to give this Reaſon * 

withdrawing their protection from our Churches, 
to make the ſucceſs and benefit of their deſign, an 
argument againſt it. 

Every one who knows the hiſtory of this Coun- 
try muſt acknowledge, that in many reſpects the 
Religious State of it is manifeſtly improved: not- 
withſtanding the immoralities and defects which 
we lament, and wiſh to reform 1n the preſent man- 
ners and principles. Religion no longer wears 
among us that ſavage and olcomy appearance, with 

which! Superſtition had terribly arrayed her: its ſpe- 
culative doctrines are freed from thoſe ſenſeleſs hor- 
rors with which Fanaticiſm had perverted them: 
Hypocriſy has worn off, in proportion as men have 
ſeen the beauty of Holineſs: and atove all, that ex- 
terminating monſter Perſecution, is itſelf extermi- 
nated both from the temper and practice of the 
age. Much indeed remains to be done in Manners 


* See his Sermon, p. 20. and Aba ract, 1742. p- 18 
f Abſtract for 1759) p- 61, 82 
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and Piety : and to this good work the united efforts 
of all Parties, are no more than ſufficient. The 
Society and the Church of England it is hoped 

have not, and will not, be wanting in their moſt 
ſtrenuous Endeavours to promote practical Reli- 
gion. This is and ever hath been their Object; 
and ſolely in the view of ſucceſsfully purſuing it, 


| have they ſo liberally and extenſively ſupported * 


public Religion in our Colonies. And it is reaſon- 
ably hoped, that the candid and impartial will not 
impeach their Conduct, for what is molt angabe 

both in its intention and effects. 

But to take leave of this popular objection, with 
ſo full a confutation, that it will be diſingenuous 
ever to advance it again: the writer confidently 
reſts his proof on the unexceptionable teſtimony of 
two moſt candid and truly chriſtian Prelates, who 
had both of them the beſt opportunities of being 
well informed, and were incapable either of miſtake 
or miſrepreſentation in a matter ſo W 
known to them. 


The firſt is that amiable Land of Making, Bi- By 


ſhop BrrxkLey, whoſe life, ſtudies, and great 
abilities were employed in improving the manners 
and proſperity of his Fellow-creatures. In his moſt 


inſtructive Sermon before the Society, 1731, the 


Bithop ſpeaks of America, as their peculiar Pro- 

vince; and mentions himſelf as“ one who had 
e refided a conſiderable time in cae of our Colo- 
* nies, in this very view of informing himſelf of 
« the ſtate and progreſs of Religion.” In order 


we do it at home: the influence whereof would 
ſoon reach our foreign plantations, and extend 
throughout their Borders. It ſhould ſeem, that 
the likelieſt ſtep towards converting the Heathen 
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Koe do good ſeryice in bringing them to a 
6 * ſerious : 


to propagate the Goſpel abroad, it is neceſſary * 


would be to begin with the Engliſh. The Miſ-. 
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©. ſerious ſenſe of Religion; which it is hoped will 


e in time extend to others.“ P. 21, Oc. 


I his teſtimony is ſtill more expreſly ſupported 

by that of the exceilent Prelate, who now ſo worthi- 
ly preſides over the Church of England and the 
Society itſelf. In his Sermon, 19741. he thus fully 
obviates all thoſe objections, which even his great 
authority and invincible reaſons have not been able 
to /tence. 

Io carry on the great work of directing man- 
KEkind to preſent and future happineſs, is the end 
of this Society: incorporated, FIRST for the ſup- 
port of. Chriſtianity in our colonies and factories 
abroad; THEN, for the propagation of it among 
the Heathens ; ; but taking its name from the re- 
moter and more extenſive part of the deſign. 
Every poſſible reaſon required our predeceſſors to 
begin with inſpeCting the ſtate of the Engliſh 
plantations in America. The Society thercfore 
firſt ſent over Miſſionaries to perform the offices 
of Religion amongſt them. The next object of 
their concern were the poor Negroes. There 
ſtill remains another branch of the Society's care, 
the Indians bordering on our ſettlements. Bur 
after all precautions, it cannot be an eaſy work, 
to convert nations whoſe manners are ſo unculti- 
vated, whoſe languages are ſo different, ſo hard 
to learn, and ſo little adapted to the doctrines of 
Religion; and who ſeldom continue long enough 
in the ſame place, to let any ET Impreſſions fix 
into aabits®. 
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8 will be worth the Reader's while, to conſult Dr. Hon. 
PHREYS's account of the Miſſion to the Iroguois. Hiſt. of the 
Soc. ch. xi. When the Goſpel is introduced among Barbarians, 
by the power of Miracles; it has a great influence in civilizing 
them: And actually had that effect; as we learn from many 
" Inſtances in Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. See the fine reflections of 
 Evs8Bivs on that ſubje& ; prep. Evang. I. i. c. 4. but Rel'- 

L | gien 


162 Conflderations on the Inſtitution and 

A common benefit of propagating Chriſtianity © 
in our Colonies, is that thus we ſhall hinder cr? 
ruptions of Chriitianity from prevailing there. 

Many pernicious errors took early root in theſe 
provinces: ſome, diſſolving the obligation of 
moral duties: ſome, deſtroying the inward peace 
of pious and good perſons, by making life gloo- 
my and uncomfortable: ſome, leading men to 
aſcribe every folly or wickedneſs, that poſſeſſes 
the fancy, to divine inſpiration *. Hence, the 
importance of ſupporting inſtructors in /rueRe- 
ligion, were it only for a ſtanding guard againſt 
the inconveniences of falſe Religion. P. 19. 21, 

* An objection to the Conduct of the Society, 
is that they have ſent Miſſionaries to. ſome places, 
in which there were already Chriſtian afſemvhes 
eſtabliſhed and ſupported. But in the leaſt ex- 
ceptionable of theſe Aſſemblies, there are ſeveral 
things, which the conſciences of many (we ap- 
prehend, with great reaſon) cannot acquieſce in; 
who were not therefore to be left deſtitute of pu- 
blic worſhip; eſpecially as our Charter was 
granted in expreſs terms, for the maintenance of 
an crtbodox ciergy in thoſe parts; p. 34. We 
have obtruded the ſervice of the Church of Eng- 
land no where: we have ſettled no Clergy man 
any where, without the inhabitants requeſting it, 
and contributing to it: we have ſent no ſucceſſor, 
upon a vacancy, without their renewing that re- 
queſt, But if the proviſion, which we have 
made for the people of our communion, hath 
proved inſtrumental at the ſame time to bring 
others over into it: we hope there is very far 
from being any harm done. Indeed, unity of 
gion in the ordiaary method of teaching, preſuppoſes a capacity 
and willipgneſs to receive and retain its impreſſions, and to ſo- 


lemnize ics Rites and Worſhip, which are incompatible with 
barbarous manners. 


* See Lr. HumpuREyYS's hiſt. ch. ii. 25 
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"0% iprofeffi gn” "amongſt: ourſelves, effected by me- 
Wa of Peace and Charity, will greatly recom- 
mend our Religion to the infidels; who elſe may 
be tempted to continue as they are, for want of 
Knowing with whom to join. There can be no 
reaching at all, but in ſome particular form, We 
think our own the beſt*. Every body thinks it 
far from the worſt. At leaſt, our converts will 
have the Bible put into their hands, to judge for 
eee, F 35. 
The Reader will not only pardon but thank me 
for this long extract, the reaſoning of which is ſo 
Cloſe, yet ſo candid, that it muſt convince every 
ingenuous perſon, and ſuperſedes whatever might 
be added on this ſubject. The writer would only 
ſuggeſt a ſhort be for his undertaking to vin- 
 dicats a Society, which is above cenſure, as it is 
incapable of wrong motives in the application of its 
liberality. This buſineſs, in truth, was forced up- 
on him, by the frequent recurring of this topic 
both in print and converſation, and by the honour 
done him of ſharing in the inſult offered to the late 
Dr. MiLLER of Braintree, He promiſes, in 
amends, to employ his ſtudies, for the future, to 
better purpoſes: : and, in concluſion, adds his pri- 
vate opinion; that this truly Chriſtian Society, the 
honour of our age and nation, cannot better apply 
their munificence, than in providing, throughout 
our 8 for the decent celebration of 5 
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It is a good preſumption that the Church of England i is a 


. * reaſonable Chriſtian Communion, and free from all extremes in 


its conſtitution ; that all the various Religious perſuaſions, at 
home and abroad, concur in holding it zext in eſteem to their 


dyn. Conſidering the force of prejudice, what in every one's 


judgment holds the Second place, may be ſuppoſed to deſerve 
the Firſt, For this obſervation, as far as I can recolleQ, I am 
indebted to a Fine writer, Dr. Join Brown, author of the ex- 
cellent E//ays on the Characteriſtics, of an Eftimate of the man- 
vers, &c. and of ſome elegant and claſical Poems. 
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